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to the claim of Thomas B. Magruder-to the Committee on War 
Claims. 

By Mr. COOPER of Wisconsin: Petition of farmers of Wal­
worth County, Wis., in favor of the Grout bill increasing the tax 
on oleomargarine-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CORLISS: Petition of S. Granger and other citizens of 
Detroit, .Mich., in favor of the Bowersock anti-canteen bill-to the 
Committee on Insular Affairs. · 

Also, petition of W. Dupont and other druggists of Detroit, 
Mich., for the repeal of the tax on medicines, perfumery, andcos­
·metics-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: Resolutions of Oshkosh ·Typographical 
Union, No. 211, of Oshkosh, Wis., fav01ing the passage of House 
bill No. 6872, providing that the Allied Printing Trades label be 
used on all Government publications-to the Committee on Print­
ing. 

Also, petition of Henry Rollman and other citizens of Chilton, 
Wis., favoring the passage of the Brosius pure-food bill-to the 
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 

Also, petition of the Ministerial Association of Oshkosh District 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Wisconsin, in favor of the 
anti-canteen bill-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of HalJ & Weeden, Oshkosh, Wis., for the repeal 
of the tax on medicines, perfume1·y, and cosmetics-to the Com­
mittee on Ways and Means. -

Also, resolutions of Ed. Saxe Post, Grand Army of the Repub­
lic, Department of Wisconsin, favoring Senate bill No. 283, in 
reference to the civil service and appointments, as reported with 
an amendment-to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

Also, resolutions of Grand Army of the Republic posts, Depart­
ment of Wisconsin, in favor of House bill No. 7094, to establish a 
Branch Soldiers' Home at Johnson City, Tenn.-to the Commit­
tee on Military Affairs. 
· By Mr. DRISCOLL: Petitions of citizens of Spafford, Lenox, 
Brookfield, Georgetown, Manlius, Cazenovia, and 8olsville, N. Y., 
for the enactment of a law making dairy products subject to the 
laws. of the State or Territory into which they are imported-to 
the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce. 
~ Also, petition of Theodore H. Kemtar and other druggists of 
Syracuse, N. Y., for the repeal of the tax on medicines, perfume1·y, 
and cosmetics-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ELLIOTT: Petition of D. C. Scott and others, of Kings­
tree, S. C., for the repeal of the stamp tax on proprietary medi­
cines-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HAY: Papers relating to the claim of Philip Machir, of 
Virginia-to the Committee on War Claims. · 

By Mr. HEDGE: Petition of Royal P. Bogne and othercitizens, 
· of Salem, Iowa, for the passage of a bill to forbid· liquor selling 
in canteens and in the Army, Navy, post exchanges, etc.-to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. -

By Mr. JACK: Papers to accompany House bill No. 11440, in­
creasing the pension of Capt. Joseph B. Smith-to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, petitions of sundry churches and societies of Mount Pleas­
ant, Baxter, Crenshaw, Reynoldsville, Stanton, Olivet, Kittan­
ning, and Ford City, Pa.; in favor of the Bowersock anti-canteen 
bill-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. JENKINS: Petition of chiefs, headmen, speakers, and 
other members of the Lac Courte Oreilles band of Lake Supe1ior 

,Indiaps, urging favorable action upon Senate bill 2476 and House 
bill No. 6446, relating to certain treaty stipulations-to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affair~. 

By Mr. JONES of Washington: Resolutions of Morton Post, 
No. 10, Department of Washington and Alaska, Grand Army of 
the Republic, in favor of House bill No. 7094, to establish a Branch 
Soldiers' Home at Johnson City, Tenn.-to the Committee on Mil­
itary Affairs. 

By Mr. McALEER: Resolutions of Civil War Veterans' Asso­
·ciation, New York, favoring Senate bUl No. 283, in reference to 
the civil ~ervice and appointments, as reported with an amend­
ment-to the Committee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

Also, protest of Drexel Biddle, publisher, Philadelphia, Pa., 
against the p-:1Ssage of House bill No. 10275, as being detrimental 
to the business of news dealers-to the Committee on the Post­
Office and Post-Roads. 

Also, petition of Pure Butter Protective Association, Philadel­
phia, Pa., in favor of the bill to increase the tax on oleomarga­
rine-to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Also, petition of the New York Branch of the National Asso­
ciation of Civil-Se1·vice Employees of the Navy Department, urg­
ing the passage of House bill relating to leave of absence with 
pay to certain employees of the Government-to the Committee 
on Na val Affairs. 

By }fr. MAHON: Papers to accompany House bill for the relief 
of William J. Jackman-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. MAY: Papers to accompany Home bih for the relief of 
Frank S. Taft-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. NEVILLE: Petition of members of Post No. 265 De-

partment of Nebraska, Grand Army of the Republic, in support 
of House bin No. 4742, to provide for the detail of active-and re­
tired officers of the Army and Navy to assist in military education 
in public schools-to the Committee on .Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of T. F. Maher Post, No. 267, of Department of 
Nebraska, Grand Army of the Republic, in favor of House bill 
No. 7094, to establish a Branch Soldiers' Home at Johnson City, 
Tenn.-to the Committee on Military Affairs. _ 

Also, affidavit to accompany House bill No. 11314, granting a 
pension to John F. Powers, of Sheridan County, Nebr.-to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. . 

By Mr. OLMSTED: Petitions of churches and associations and 
citizens of Lebanon, Pa., for the passage of the Bowersock anti­
canteen bill-to the Committee-on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. OVERSTREET: Petition of M. Lichty & Co. and other 
retail druggists of Indianapolis, Ind., for the repeal of the stamp 
tax on medicines, etc.-to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: Petition of John T. Cunnyngham, of 
Coffee County, Tenn., for reference of war·claim to the Court of 
Claims-to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ROBERTS: Petitions of the Woman's Christian Tem­
perance Union of East Lynn, Mass., and Associate Church and 
Baptist Church, of Revere, Ma.ss., urging the passage of the Bow­
ersock bill preventing the sale of liquor upon premises used for 
milita1·y purposes-to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana: Petition of I. A. Schannep, 
pharmacist, of Collamer, Ind., for the repeal of the tax on meai­
cines, perfumery, and cosmetics-to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. - -

By Mr. SHERMAN: Petition of E. L. Bentley Post, No. 265, 
Department of New York, Grand Army of the Republic, in favor 
of House bill No. 7094, to establish a Branch Soldiers' Home at 
Johnson City, Tenn.-to the· committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, petition of citizens of Utica, N. Y., for the repeal of the 
tax on medicines, perfumery, and cosmetics-to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SULZER: Petition of Dr. George F. Leick and others, 
composing a committee of societies in Cleveland, Ohio, urging the 
Government to use its friendly offices to bring about a cessation 
of hostilities between Great Britain and the South African repub­
lics-to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. TOMPKINS: Papers to accompany House bill granting 
a pension to Biania Blenker-to the Committee on Invalid Pen­
sions. 

By Mr. WISE: Petition of the Norfolk Seamen's Friend Society, 
to accompany Honse bill for the relief of the Seamen's Bethel 
Ch~rch at Norfolk, Va.-to the Committee on War Claims. 

SENATE. 
FRIDAY, May 18, 1900. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. MILBURN, D. D. 
T~e Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of yeste1·day's pro­

ceedmgs, when, on request of Mr. GALLINGER, and by unanimous 
consent, the further reading was dispensed with. · 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, the Jour­
nal will stand approved. 

IMPORTATION OF JAPANESE LABORERS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu­

nication from the ~ecretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in re­
sponse to a resolution of the 16th instant, a report from the Com­
missioner-General (!f Immigration relative to the importation of 
Japanese laborers under contract in violation of the contract-labor 
laws; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred to the 
Committee on Immigration, and ordered to be printed. 

DEP A.RTMENT OF THE rnTERIO~ BUILDINGS. 

_The PRESIDENT pro temporelaid before the Senate a commu· 
mcation from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary ot the Interior submitting estimates of defi· 
ciencies in appropriations for repairs of buildings, Department of 
the Interior, 1900, for removal of offices of Interior Department to 
the old Post-Office Department building, $3,500; which, with the 
accompanying 'Papers, was referred to the Committee on Appro­
priations, and ordered to be printed. 

REP AIRS OF COAST DEFENSES. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senateacommu· 

nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary of War submitting an estimate of appropria­
tion for" repairs of coast defenses" for the fiscal year 1901, $92,680; 
which, with the accompanying papers, was rnferred to the Com­
mittee on Coast Defenses, and ordered to be printed. 

COAST ARTILLERY TARGET PRACTICE, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu· 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary of War submitting an estimat.e of appropria­
tion for subcaliber tubes, fittings, and ammunition for coast 
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artillery target practice, $212,000; which, with the accompanying 
papers, was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

TRAYSCRIPTS OF RECORDS AND PLA.TS, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu­

nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary of the Interior submitting an estimate of ap­
propriation for furnishing transcripts of records and plats, Gen­
eral Land Office, 10,0HO; which, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations> and ordered to 
be printed. 

ROCK ISL.AND ARSENAL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a commu­

nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a letter 
from the Secretary of War submitting an estimate of appropria­
tion for the Rock IslandArsenal, Rock Island, Ill., $97,000; which 
with the accompanying papers, was referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

PUBLIC RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN CUBA. 
The PRESIDENT pTO tempore laid before the Senate a commu­

nication from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in further re­
sponse to a resolution of January 17, 1900. additional statements 
from the military governor of Cuba, relating to the public re­
ceipts from taxation, customs, and all other sources collected in 
Cuba, etc.; which, with the accompanying papers, was referred 
to the Committee on Relations with Cuba, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MESSAGE FRO:M THE HOUSE. 
A message from the Honse of Representatives, by Mr. W. J. 

BROWNING, its Chief Clerk, announced that the House bad agreed 
to the amendment of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 9559) to provide 
for the construction of a bridge by the Duluth, Pieue and Black 
Hills Railroad Company across the Missouri River, at Pierre, 
S.Dak. · 

The message also announced that the Honse had passed a bill 
(H. R. 11646) making provision for emerge:c.cies in river and har­
bor works, for certain surveys, and for the diversion of certain 
appropriations or modification of provisions heretofore made; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message further announced that the House insists upon its 
amendments to the following bills disagreed to by the Senate; 
agrees to the conferences asked for by the Senate on the disagree­
ing votes of the two Houses thereon, and bad appointed Mr. 
LOUDEXSLAGER, Mr. BROll:WELL, and Mr. STANLEY W. DAVEN­
PORT managers at the respective conferences on the part of the 
Home: · 

A bill (S. 1781) granting an increase of pension to Jnlia MacN. 
Henry; 

A bill (S. 2497) granting an increase of pension to Sarah W. 
Rowell; and . 

A bill (S. 1619) granting an increase of pension to Ella Cotton 
Conrad. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 
Mr. LODGE presented a petition of the Young People's Chris­

tian Union of Franklin, .Mass., praying for the enactment of legis­
lation to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in the newly 
acquired island possessions; which was referred to the Committee 
on .Military Affairs. . 

He a~so presented petitions of the congTegation of the Baptist 
Church of Groton; the Woman's Christian Temperance unions of 
East Lynn, Vineyard Haven, and Roslindale; of sundry citizens 
of Medford, Wareham, and Egremont, and of the Young People's 
Society of Christian Endeavor of Uxbridge, all in the State of 
Massachusetts, praying for the enactment of legislation to pro­
hibit the sale of intoxicating liquors in any post exchange, can­
teen, or transport, or upon any premises used for military purposes 
by the United States; which were referred to the Committee on 
Mmtary Affairs. . 

Mr. WELLINGTON. I present a. joint resolution of the legis­
lature of Maryland, urging an appropriation to improve the Severn 
River and harbor of Annapolis, in that State. I ask that the joint 
resolution be read and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was read and re­
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, as follows: 

STATE OF MA.RYLAND, OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Annapolis, May 14, 1900. 

DE.AR Sm~ Complying with the request contained in joint resolu.tion No. 
7 of the general assembly of .Maryland, passed at the Janua-ry session, 1900, I 
beg to transmit herewith a. copy of said resolution. 

Respectfully. 
WILFRED BATEMAN. Secretmy of State. 

Hon. GEORGE L. WELLINGTON, Washington, D. C. 

Joint r esolution of the general assembly of the Sta.ta of Maryland, to Con­
gress, to improve the Severn River and harbor of Annapolis, Md. 

Whereas Congr~s. in the river and harbor act approved June 3, 1896, gave 
authority to the Secretary of War, under the supervision of the Chief of 
Engineers, to cause a. survey to be made of the channel of the entrance to the 
harbor of Annapolis, Md .• which authorization and the objects thereof are 
contained in the words as follows, to wit: "Annapolis Harbor, with a view of 

straightening, wid "'Ding, and deepening the channel of the entrance to said 
harbor so as to obtain a ship's channel of 150 feet wide and 28 feet deepa.t mean 
low water from Chesapeake Bay to the wharves of the United States Naval 
Academy, in said harbor:" and 

Whereas under said authorization an official survey was made, which was 
fully communicated to the Speaker of the House of Representative by the 
Secretary of War on December 9. 1896, and printed as House Document No. 
57, Fifty-fourth Congre.ss, second session; and 

Whereas in said report it was stated that the sum of $142,000 was necessary 
in order to straighten, widen, and deepen the channel to the entrance to the 
harbor of Annapolis, Md., so as to obtain a ship's channel of 150 feet wide and 
28 feet deep, a.t mean low water, from Chesapeake Bay to the wharves of the 
United estates Naval Academy, in said harbor: Therefore. be it 

Resolved by tke gene?·al assembly of tke fate of Maryland, That the delega­
tion in Congress from this State be, and they are hereby, requested to urge 
upon Congre s to make an appropriation of the sum of H2,000 with which 
to make said river and harbor improvements; be it 

Purther resolved, That the secretary of state b , and heh; hereby, requested 
to t.ransmit a copy of these resolutions, under the seal of the State, to each of 
the Senators and Representatives now in Congre s fro111 this State. 

LLOYD WILKINSON, 
Speaker of the House of Delegates. 

JOHN HUB:NER, 
President of the Senate. 

ST.ATE OF lliRYL.ilo.'-n, OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Annapolis, May 14, 1900. 

I, Wilfred Bateman, sec1·etary of state of the State of Maryland, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of joint resolution No. 7. 
as passed by the general a.c~sembly of Maryland at its January session, 1900. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and, by order of the 
governor, at.tested by his signature, have affixed the great seal of the Stat6 
of Maryland. 

Done at the city of Annapolis this lith day of May, 1900. 
By the governor: 

JORN w .ALTER SillTH. 
[SEAL.] WILFRED BATEMAN, 

Secretary of state. 
Mr. QUARLES presented the petition of James Matheson and 

25 other citizens of Millard, Wis., praying for the enactment of 
legislation to increase the tax on oleomargarine; which was re­
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

He also presented a petition of sundry members of the Lac Conrte 
Oreilles band of Lake Superior Indians, praying for the enact­
ment of legislation to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to 
fulfill certain treaty stipulations; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

!fr. SPOONER presented a petition of the congregation of the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Madison, Wis., praying for 
the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale of intoxicating 
liquors in Army canteens, et.c.; which was referred to the Com­
mittee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the petition of James Matheson and 25 other 
citizens of Millard, Wis., praying for the enactment of legislation 
regulating the tax on Dleomargarine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture and Forestry. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a petition of the congregation of 
the Methodist Church of Ishpeming, Mich., praying for the en­
actment of legislation to prohibit the sale of intoxicating liquors 
in Army canteens, etc.; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mill tary Affairs. 

Mr. PENROSE presented a petition of the congregation of the 
First Reformed Presbyterian Church of Pittsburg, Pa., praying 
for the enactment of legislation to prohibit the sale of intoxicat­
ing liquors in our new island poesessions; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. PETTIGREW presented a petition of 53 citizens of Hoblit­
zell, Pa., praying for the public ownership of railways, telegraphs, 
and telephones, and for the passage of Senate bill No. 1770, rela~ 
tive to the acquisition, purchase construction, and condemnation 
by the United States of railroads lying within the United States, 
the respective States, and the District of Columbia. engaged in 
interstate commerce, etc .. and remonstrating against the passage 
of Senate bill No. 1439, to amend the interstate-commerce law; 
which was referred to the Committee on Interstate Commerce. 

Mr. THURSTON presented a petition of the faculty of the 
Industrial College of the University of Nebraska, praying for the 
establishment of a bureau of wejghts and measures; which wi;i.s 
referred to the Committee on :Mines and Mining. 

Mr. NELSON presented a petition of the city council of Minne­
apolis, Min~, praying for the enactment of legislation providing 
for the classification of clerks in first and second class post-offices; 
which was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Pcst­
Roads. 

REPORTS OF CO:IDIITTEES. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Public Health and National 
Quarantine, to whom was referred the bill (S. 4171) to amend 
"An act granting additional quarantine powers and imposing ad­
ditional duties npon the Marine-Hospital Service," approved Feb­
ruary 15, 1803, reported it wit.h amendments. 

Mr. PENROSE, from the Committee on Commerce, submitted 
a report to accompany the bill (S. 417) to provide for adding to 
and completing specimens and productions, both natural and 
manufactured, of the United States and of foreign countries, to 
be exhibited in the Philadelphia. museums for the purpose of in­
creasing the trade of the United States, heretofore reported by 
him from that committee. 
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He also from the Committee on NavalAffa.irs, to whom was re- whom was referred the mil (S. 4200) for the relief of acting as­

ferred th~ amendment submitted by himself on the 17th instant, sistant surgeons of the United States Army, reported it without 
proposing to appropriate $2,479.03 to reimburse Theodore J . Arms, amendment, and submitted a report thereon. 
assistant paymaster United States Navy. for moneys stolen from He also from the same committee, to whom was Teferred an 
the paymaster's safe at San Juan_, Porto Rico, ~n~ende~ to be pro- amendment proposing to appropriate $150,000 for rebuilding and 
posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill, reported enlarging the mHitary post at F ort Meade, S. Dak., etc., intended 
favorably thereon , and moved that it be reforred to the Committee to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, reported it 
on Appropriations and printed; which was agreed to. with an amendment, submitted a report thereon, and moved that 

He also, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was re- it be referred to the Committee on A.ppropriations and printed; 
ferred the amendment submitted by himself on the 17th instant, which was agreed to. _ _ 
a.uthOTizing the construction or purchase of a revenue cntter for Mr. NELSON, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
use at Philadelphia at a cost not exceeding $50,000, intended to be was refel'red the bill (8. 2895) fixing the time when, regulating 
propo ed by him to the sundry civil approp1·iation bill, report~d the manner in which, and declaring th~ character of the accounts 
favorably tho.reon, and moved that it be refeITed to the Commit- between the United States and the several public-land States rel­
tee on Appropriations and printed; which was agreed to. ative to the net proceeds of the sales and otber disposition of the 

He al o. from the same committee, to whom was referred the public lands made and to be made therein by the United States, 
amendment snbmitted by himself on the 17th instant, proposing which shall hereafter be stated and certified to the Treasury De­
to appropriate $--30,000 for establishing a light and fog-signal sta- partment for payment, reported it with amendments, and sub­
tion on the new breakwater, harbor of refuge, Delaware Bay, mitted a report thereon. 
intended to be proposed to the sundry civil appropriation bill, Th"'VESTIGATION OF INDI.AJ.~ AFFAIRS. 
reported favorably thereon. and moved that it be referred to the Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, re-
Comrnittee on Appropriations and printed; which was agreed to. ported the following resolution: which was referred to the Com-

Mr. SEWELL, from tho Committee on Military Affairs, to whom mittee to .Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 
was referred the bill (H. R. 9510) to amend section 1 of the act of Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be authorized, either by 
Congress approved February 12, 1887, entitled ''An act to amend full committee or such sub-committees as may be appointed by the chairman 
sect~on 1661 of the Revised Statutes, making an annual appropri- thereof, during the coming reoes.i of Congress to visit and investigate the 
at.ion to provide arms and equipments for the militia," reported it several Indian reservations, Indian schools supported in whole or in part by 

the Government, or any reservations where, in the opinion of said committee, 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. it may be necessary to extend their investigations. 

He a~so, from the same committee, to whom was referred the Second. That said committee or 1mbcommittee shall hi:n·e the power to send 
bill S o:::"9) f th li f f H D b ·tt d d for persons and papers, t o administer oaths.and to examine witnesses under ( · ;,._,.., or e re e O enry oane, su mi e an a verse oath touching the matters which the"l are hereby empowered to investigate, 
report thereon, which was agre€d to; and the bill was postponed and ma.y hold their sessions during tn.e recess of the Senate at such place.or 
indefinitely. place as they may determine, to employ stenographers and such clerical 

M SEWELL 0 b h lf f th S t f om Vermont [Mr as.o;;i tan.ceasmaybedeemedadvisable; andthenecessary andproperexpense 
r. • n e a O e ena or r · incurred in the execution of this order shall be paid out of the contingent 

PROCTOR J, who is necessarily engaged on public business at the fund of the Senate upon vouchers approved by the chairman of said com­
present time, I report back with an amendment, from the Com· mittee. 
mittee on Military Affairs, the joint resolution (S. R. 94) relating BILLS INTRODUCED. 
to military badges, and submit a report thereon. :Mr. PENROSE introdu~d a bill (S. 4746) to correct the mili-

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the tary record of Harrison Defibaugh; which was read twice by its 
Calendar. title, and referred to the Committee on .Military Affairs. 

Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom He also introduced a bill (S. 4747) granting an increase of pen-
was referred the amendment submitted by Mr. SPOO!>."'"ER on the I sion to Edward M. Duff; wh~ch was read twice by· its title, and 
17th instant, relative to the construction of a br~kwater to fully refen-ed to the Committee on Pensions. 
protect the harbor of Ashland, Wis., intended to be proposed to He also introduced a bill (S. 4748) granting an increase of pen­
the sundry civil appropriat!on bill, reported favora.bly thereon, sion to Mary Wolcott Kilburn ; which was read twice by its title, 
and moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on 
and printed; which was agreed to. Pensions. 

He also, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom were referred Mr. ROSS (for Mr. PROCTOR) introduced a bill (S. 4749) author-
the following bills, reported them severally wjthout amendment, izing the Secretary of War to acquire, by purchase, the exclusive 
and submitted reports thereon: rights for the United States to the Isham high explosive shell and 

A bill (H. R. 10381) granting a pension to Joseph B. McGahan; the process for the manufacture of the high explosive" thorite;" 
A bill (H. R. 9826) granting an increase of pension to Russell which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 

L . .Mocre; on Military Affairs. 
A bill (H. R . 6990) granting a pension to Patrick O'Donnell; Mr . .MORGAN introduced a bill (S. 4750) to authorize the .Mo-
A bill (H. R. 538) granting an increase of pension to Charles F. I bile and West Alabama Railroad Company to construct and ruain-

Winch; tain a bridge across the Warrior River, between the counties of 
A bill (H. R. 5549) granting an increase of pension to David H. Walker and Jefferson, in section 35, township 17, range 7 west, 

Ingerson; Alabama; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
A bill (H. R. 6352) granting a pension to Lizzie B. Leitch; Committee on Commerce. 
A bill (H. R. 7588} granting a pension to Robert Patterson; Mr. BAKER introduced a bill (S. 4751) granting an increase of 
A bill (H. R. 8992) granting a pension to Margaret J. Kibble; pension to AndrewJ. Freeman; which-was read twice by its title, 
A bill (H. R . 10112) granting an increase of pension to George and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

B. Abbott; and Mr. HANNA introduced a bill (S. 4752) granting an increase of 
A bill (H. R. 108i0) granting a pension to Herbert J. Graff. pension to Ven Druth Wa.shburn; which was read twice by its 
Mr. GALLINGER, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom title, and i-eferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

was referred the bill (H. R. 5804) granting a pension to Byron F . Mr. KENNEY introduced a bill (8. 4753) to authorize the pm­
Davis, reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report chase and hanging of the picture" Rodney's Ride," by Wilmuth 
thereon. Gary; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com-

Mr. KENNEY, fr om the Committee on Pensions, to whom was mittee on the Library. · 
referred the bill (H. R. 3082) granting an increase of pension to Ha also introdncEd a bill (S. 4754) granting a pension to Lillie 
Joseph H. Sparks, reported it without amendment, and submitted Maucha; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
a report thereon. Committee on Pensions. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the Mr. TELLER introduced a bill (S. 4755) to authorize the more 
bill (H. R. 8476) granting a pension to Christoph:~r Costello, re- rapid drainage of the flood plane of the Mississippi River and its 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon. tributaries into the Gulf of Mexico. at private expense; which was 

Mr . .MCCUMBER, from the Committee on Claims to whom was read twfoe by its title, and ref~rred to the Committee on Commerce. 
refeITed the amendment submitted by .Mr. FOSTER on the 15th Mr. CULBERSON in troduced a bill (S. 4756) directing the i~sue 
instant proposing to appropriate S1,52~. 20 to enable the Attorney- of a duplicate of lost check drawn by James B. Quinn. major, 
General to pay James C. Drake, late United States marshal in the Corps of Engineers, United States Army, in favor of Henry L. 
State of Washington, for moneys expended in connection with Breneman; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
his duties .as Sttch marshal. intended to be proposed to the general Committee on Finance. 
deficiency appropriation bill, submitted afavorablereportthereon, Mr. NELSON introduced a bill (S. 4757) to provide for the re­
and moved that it be referred to the Committee on Appropria- lief of certain settlers upon Wisconsin railroad lands forfeited 
tions and printed; which was agreed to. under the act of .8eptember 29, 1890, which lands were treated by 

M.r. QUARLES, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom wa.s the Interior Department erroneously as Chicago, St. Paul, Minne­
referred t he bill (H. R. 840-1) granting an increase of pension to apolis and Omaha indemnity lands; which was r ead twice by its 
Timothy A. Lewis, reported it wi thout amendment, and submitted title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
a report thereon. He also introduced a bill (S. 4iJ8) granting permission to the 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to Indians of the Grand Portage Indian Reservation, in the State of 
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Minnesota, to cut and dispose of th~ timber on their several allot­
ments on said resei:vation; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DANIEL (by i·equest) introduced the following bills; which 
were severally read twice by their titles, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Claims: 

A bill (S. 4759) for the relief of the estate of Henry Fitzhugh, 
deceased; and 

A bill (S. 4760) to refer the claims of R. A. Young and others to 
the Court of Claims. 

Mr. DANIEL introduced a bill (S. 4761) to provide for paying 
certain advances made to the United States by the State of Vir­
ginia for public buildings; whfoh was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also introduced a bill (S. 47_62) for the relief of Mrs. L. M. 
Jeffries; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accom­
'panying paper, referred to the Committee on Claims. 
. He also introduced a bill (S. 4763) granting certain rights and 
powers within the District of Columbia to the Maryland Com­
pressed Air Company; which was read twice by its title, and re­
ferred to .the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. introduced a bill (S. 4764) to authorize the 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia to open, grade, and 
extend Albemarle street, in the District of Columbia, from Con­
necticut avenue to Rock Creek Park; which was read twice by its 
title, and; with the accompanying papers, referred to the. Com­
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS, 
Mr. MONEY submitted an amendment proposing to appropri­

ate $12,000 for curbing and paving S street, in the District of 
Columbia, from Phelps place westward to Massachusetts avenue, 
ifitended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency appropri­
ation bill; which was referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GEAR (for Mr. CULLOM) submitted an amendment pro­
viding for the purchase of a site and the erection of a public 
building at East St. Louis, Ill.; at a cost not to exceed $220,000, 
intended to be proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill; which was referred to.theCommitteeonAppropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. -
-Mr. WELLINGTON submitted- an amendment proposing to 

appropriate $142,000 for improving Annapolis Harbor, Maryland, 
intended to be proposed by him to the river and harbor appropri­
·ation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DA VIS submitted an amendment proposing to appropriate 
$2,288.03 to enable the Secretary of State to ·carry into effect the 
act approved August 3, 1894, entitled "An act for the disposal of 
the accretions of the Vfrginius indemnity fund," intended to be 
proposed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
ordered to be printed. 

1111'. CULBERSON submitted an amendment providing for an 
examination and survey" of the Brazos River from its mouth to 
the city of Waco, Tex., intended to be proposed by hiin to the 
river and harbor appropriation bill; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FAIRBANKS submitted an amendment proposing to ap­
propriate $210 to pay John Brown the difference between the pay 
of a folder and that of a messenger, and also to pay A. B. Putnam 
the difference between the pay of a folder at $900 per annum and 
that of o. messenger atSl,200 from February 1, 1900, to February 
1, 1901, intended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency 
appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Ap­
propriations and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLARK submitted an amendment proposing to appropriate 
$318 to reimburse William A. Richards, late United States sur­
veyor-general for Wyoming, for losses incurred by him through 
a cloudburst near Fort Washakie, etc., intended to be proposed by 
him t-0 the sundry civil approprfation bill; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be print.ad. 

Mr. THURSTON submitted an amendment proposing to ap­
pronriate $200 to pay J. H. Jones for extra services in the care of 
the ·senate chronometer and for the work in connection therewith, 
intended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency app1·0-
priation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria­
tions, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KENNEY submitted an amendment intended to be pro­
posed by him to the bill (H. R. 116-16) making provision for emer­
gencies in river and harbor works for certain surveys and for 
diversion of certain appropriations or modifications of provision 
heretofore made; which was referred to the Committee on Com­
merce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DANIEL submitted an amendment proposing to appropri­
ate $446.84 to pay John Q. Larman, $312 to pay Joseph L. Harley, 
and $312 to pay John P. Sparks, the same being 20 per cent addi­
tional compensation on their salaries under the joint resolution 
of Congress approved February 28, 1867, etc., intended to be pro· 

posed by him to the general deficiency appropriation bill; which 
was ref.erred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

He also submitted an amendment proposing to appropriate 
$120,000 to pay the State of Virginia for advances made to the 
United States in pursuance of an act of the general assembly of 
Virginia passed December 27, 1790, etc., intended to be proposed · 
by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which was ref erred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be pr?nted. 

He also submitted an amendment proprosing to appropriate 
$1,800 for one agent, to be selected by the Secretary of the Navy 
from the officers of the late Confederate navy, by reason of his 
personal experience and special aptitude, in connection with the 
work of collecting and compiling the Naval Records, intended to 
be proposed by him to the sundry civil appropriation bill; which 
was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to 
be printed,. 

Mr. CARTER submitted an amendment authorizing the Secre· 
tary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay_~o the officers and employees of the Senate and House borne 
on the annual and session rolls a sum equal to one month's pay, 
etc., intended to be proposed by him to the general deficiency ap­
propriation bill; which was referred to the Committee to Audit 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the Senate, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ASSISTANT CLERK TO COMMITTEE ON Illl!IGRATION. 
Mr. PENROSE submitted the following resolution; which was 

referred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Immigration be, and it hereby is, au­
thorized to employ an assistant clerk, to be paid from the contingent fund ot 
the Senate, at the rate of $1,«0 per annum, until otherwise provided for by 
mw. · · 

PA.Y:MEN.T OF STENOGRAPHER. 
Mr ROSS (for Mr. PROCTOR) submitted the following resoln· 

tion; which was referred to the Committee to Audit and Control 
the Contingent Expenses of the Senate: 

Resolved, That the stenographer employed to report the hearings before 
the Committee on Agriculture and Forestry,· Apr'i 23, 1900, relative to pro· 
posed pure-food legislation, l?e paid from the contingent fund of the Senate. 

SEVERN RIVER IMPROVEMENT, MARYLAND. 
Mr. WELLINGTON submitted the following resolution; which 

was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved by the Senate, That the joint resolution of the general assembly 

of the State of Maryland and the amendment to the bill (H. R. -) making 
.appropriations for the construction, repair,and preservation of certain pub­
lic works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes, both submitted to 
the Senate on this date, together with the papers from the authorities of the 
city of Anna.polis, State of Maryland, relative to the proposed improv11ment 
of the Severn River and harbor at Annapolis, Md., submitted to the Senate 
January 23, 1900, be printed as a Senate document. 

ASSISTANT CLERK TO COMMITTEE ON NAVAL AFFAIRS. 
Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; which was r&­

ferred to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate: 

· Resolved, That the assistant clerk to the Committee on Na.val Affairs be 
paid from the contingent fund of the Senate, at the rate of $1,440 per annum, 

. until otherwise provided by mw. 
ISTHMIAN CA.~AL INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.MORGAN submitted the following resolutions; which were 
read: · 
Resolutions to investigate the dealings of persons and corporations with the 

p~roposed ship canals in the Isthmus of Darien through Panama and through 
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. 
Resolved: SECTION 1. That the Committee on Interoceanic Canals be, and 

are hereby, instructed to inquire, examine, and report whether any and what 
combination of persons or of any corporations is formed, or is in process ot 
formation, or is engaged in any plan or enterprise having for its purpose t.he 
monopoly or control of any ship canal or rail way across the Isthmus of Darien, 
at Panama, or in the States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica; that said commit­
tee will ascertain and report whether such combination or agreement is ob­
structive of the policy ot the United States to own and control a ship canal 
across the Isthmus of Darien, or whether it is designed or contemplated by 
such agreement to interfere with or to hinder or obstruct the United States 
G.overnment in its diplomatic or other intercourse with any foreign govern­
ment on the subject of a ship canal across such isthmus, or whet.her such 
action on the part of such persons would have such effect if it is or shall here­
after be carrfod into execution. 

SEC. 2. Said committee is instructed to inquire and report whether such 
plan or purpose as is mentioned or described m section 1 of these re olntions 
has the sanction of the laws of the State of New Jersey or any other State of 
this Union, and whether under such laws such corporation, or other associa­
tion of persons, claims the authority to interfere with the laws, or to control 
the rights of the people of France, or any other foreign country, in respect 
of any isthmian canal, or to exercise any corporate or other powers, right­
fully or otherwise, in every such country; and whether the toleration of such 
pretensions and efforts by the Government of the United States is calculated 
to embarrass the friendly intercourse of the United States with France, or 
any other foreign country. 

8Ec. 3. That said committee is further directed to inquire and report 
whether every such plan or effort as is mentioned or described in section 1 
of these r esolutions is being promoted or hai; been promoted br the use of 
money in the United States, or elsewhere. or by issues, or :prollllSes to issue 
the bonds, or stocks, or scrip, or debentures of any corporation in the United 
States, or in France, or in any other country; and, generally, to in'\"estigate 
such transactions, so as to reach the real merits of the same and the conduct 
and purposes of the persons or corporations engaged in the same, to ascertain 
whether the same ~·e honest or dishonest, or are lawful or unmwfuL 
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SEC. 4:. In executing the orders contained in these resolutions said com­

mittee may hold its sessions during the sessions of Sen::i.te. or in the vacation 
or recess of Co11gress; and such sessions may be held, on the call of the chair­
man of the committee, at any place in the United States. 

SEC. 5. The committee is empowered to send for persons and papers, and 
to examine witnesses under oath, to be administered by the chairman, or by 
any member of the committee; and, for the purpose of conducting the exam­
ination of witnesses, and by order of the committee, three members thereof 
shall constitute a quorum. 

SEC. 6. 'Ihe oommittee may employ stenographers to take down and report 
the testimony of the witnesses, and may cause the same to be printed, from 
time to time, and in confidence, for the use of the committee, at the Govern­
ment Printingi)ffice, in Washington, D. C. 

SEC. 7. The neces_ary e:iryenses of travel of the committee, its clerk. and 
stenographer, and for stationery, and for the attendance and travel of wit­
nesses shall be pa.id out of the contingent fund of the Senate, on the certifi­
cate of the chairman of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be referred 
to the Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses 
of the Senate. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before the resolution js referred, I desire to 
submit a few remarks to the Senate, or to the committee through 
the Senate, to show the necessity of prompt action on the part of 
the committee and the importance of having the resol ntion adopted. 
Am I in order to proceed to discuss the subject on the motion to refer? 

Mr. HOAR. I hope the Senator will have unanimous con ent 
to proceed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, the Senator 
from Alabama will proceed. -

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, the old Panama Canal Com­
pany was organized and chartered under the laws of France. It 
went into operation and continued in operation until its bank­
ruptcy some four or five years ago. That company then went 
into court, or was taken into court by creditors, by bondholders, 
or by stockholders, which of the three I have never been able to 
ascertain. Our present commission, charged with the investiga­
tion of that subject, have not as yet ascertained, although they 
spent twenty-four days in Paris, whether the case got into court 
there through the action of the stockholders, the bondholders, or 
creditors or through the action of the Government. 

An order of court was made selling out the assets of what is 
called the old Panama Canal Company. A syndicate was formed 
of certain leading and important mercantile or banking houses in 
Paris for the purpose of taking over the assets of the old Panama 
Company and forming a new organization. After the formation 
of that syndicate the French court ordered the sale of the prop­
erty, the assets of every kind, of the old Panama Company. 

No schedule has come to the possession of the Cvmmittee on 
Interoceanic Canals, although it has been diligently sought for, 
to show what property was sold, at what price it was sold or when 
it was sold, or what was done with the money that \Vas realized 
from the sale. The only fact that we have as yet acquired knowl­
edge of is that stated by the New Panama Company in its commu­
nication to the President of the United States, in Senate Document 
188, that the assets of the old company were sold and were bought 
by this syndicate. 

This syndicate thereupon, under the orders and permission of 
· the French court, reorganized the old company under a new name. 

The new name in English is the New Panama Canal Company. 
The corporators in the new company are the same that comprised 
the body of the corporators in the old company, except that there 
were some men added to it who appear to have advanced money 
for carrying on the new company. Whether the men who are 
added to the corporation as stockholders were members of the old 
corporation I am not prepared to state. We have not been able 
to ascertain that fact either from our commission or from any 
other source of information. 

At the time of that sale of the assets of the Panama Canal Com­
pany, the old company owned at least a majority of the stock in 
the Panama Railroad Company. The Panama Railroad Com­
pany was chartered in the city of New York. Its stock was taken 
exclusively, I think, originally by American citizens, and the ma­
jority of it was sold out to the Panama Company at the rate of 
about $250 a share of SlOO each. 

It does not appear that a sale of the canal company's charter 
was made, or the Panama Railroad, except a majority of the 
stock, and it is said that a majority of the stock belonged to the old 
Panama Railroad Company. There is nothing definite to indi­
cate in the papers which have been brought before the committee 
that that'railroad company or this stock was sold to the New Pan­
ama Company. They make a statement in their report to the 
President of the United States, or, rather, in a letter to him, in 
which they say that their assets have been valued by disinterested 
valuers, competent men, and that the present value, including the 
cutting in the canal, the value of the concession. of the work that 
has been done, and the plant that they have established there, is 
$90,000,000. That is the valuation which they put upon it them­
selves, and that is the valuation at which it has bean offered to the 
United States, if it has ever been offered to the United States. 

First, however, a .receiver had been appointed by the French 
court, and that receiver undertook to prosecute the work of build­
ing the canal, and appointed a commission of eminent engineers 

to make surveys and esthqates, and the like. That commission 
went about its work and made its report to the receiver, who con­
tinued to attempt to prosecute the work. But the receiver finding 
that it was impossible to do it, and not being satisfied, as other en­
gineers were not satisfied, that this commission had succeeded in 
finding a line for the canal which was practicable to be con­
structed, the matter was referred back to the court. 

The new company was formed. They took over the assets, 
whatever they were, and went on with their collections of unpaid 
stock to whatever extent they could, and they organized what 
was called an International Scientific Commission, consisting of 
14 engineers, all of them from Europe except one, General Ab­
bott, from the United States, and another, who died, who was 
appointed, I think, from Brazil. 

This new international commission of engineers made a very 
thorough ~nd complete survey of that canal. . They were unable 
to determme whether the canal should be built on either one of 
th_e three levels that they examined, measured, and reported upon 
with great labor, care, and expense. They failed to ag1·ee as to 
~hat ~tal conclusion._' The n~w canal company took up the sub­
Ject with another statt of engmeers and have been prospecting on 
the line of these suggestions from that time until now and have 
not yet determined upon what line they will proceed to construct 
a canal, if they could proceed at all. Neither have they deter­
mined upon the feasibility of the canal upon either line, for the 
reason that they have not ascertained and settled the question " 
whether or not it is possible to impound the waters of the Chagres 
River in such a way and to rnch an extent as to fill any of the 
levels of the canal in a time of drought, or the dry season, as it 
is called, which covers a pmiod annually of about sixty days. 

I have called attention to this general statement of the situation 
there for the purpose of drawing to the attention of the Senate a 
communication of February 28, 1899, from Maurice Hutin, direct­
or-general of the New Panama Canal Company, submitted to the 
President of the United States by Sullivan & Cromwell, who are 
the general counsel, New York City. I will read some extracts 
from that communication, which is the only one which has ever 
been submitted to the President, and which has been repeated to 
him within less than a month, as I shall show presently: 

FEBRUARY 28, 1899. 
Sm: The New Panama Canal Company ha-s never proposed and does not 

seek any appropriation or financial aid hom the Government of the United 
States in the completion of its canal. 

This disclaimer should have come, if at all, from parties who 
were able to complete their canal without assistance, instead of 
the residuary legatee of the old company, bankrupt in character 
and with a remnant of $13,000,000, which they claimed they bad 
jn active assets, to complete a canal at a cost, as they admit, of 
S95,000,000. Their independence is a very striking feature of their 
poverty and distress. It is equally absurd. The letter to the 
President then goes on to express willingness to have this canal in­
vestigated, and it proceeds to point out what the Government will 
find there when the investigation is made, as follows: 

It places its canal works on the Isthmus of Panama subject to the exami- ' 
nation _of this Government, or a~y SJ?ecial conn:ni81?fo? .throu_gh whom it may 
be desired to make such examrnat10n, and will facilitate m every possible 
way any such desire of the Government. -

The Government will find that fully two-fifths of the canal works are 
already constructed; that continuously during the past four years from 
3,000 to 4,000 men, under a large forc.e of engineers, have betin and are now 
actually engaged upon its '!Orks; that all technical and physical problems 
have been solved by the emment " International Engineering Commission" 
whose report of November 18 last is before you; that the canal is undoub't. 
edly feasible, and the harbors at both ends natural harbors and entirely sat;. 
isfactory; that its concessions are perfect and unquestioned, and that the 
relations of the United States to the canal are especial and superior by rea­
son of, the "special and.remarkable advantage_s" secureq to it by the treat~ 
of 18!6 between the Umted States and Colombia, and which rights, whatever 
they may be, were scrupulously respected, observed, and confirmed in the 
concessions of Colombia to the Panama Canal Company, under which the 
canal is being completed. 

While the New Panama Canal Company does not seek any financial aid 
f1·om theGoverJ?-Ille~t,itree-0~izesthenational s~ntimentin favor of acquir­
rng some pecumary mterest m any canal connectmg the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. Therefor~ the ~ew: Panama Canal Gompany declares that if, as the 
result of any suchmvestigat1on, t.he Government of the United States adopts 
the Pana.ma route. the company, if the Government so desires, will reincor­
porate under the laws of the State of New York (under the laws of which 
State the Panama Railroad C<?mpany .has existed for. i;iearly fifty years), or 
of some other State of the Umon, subJect to the proV1S1ons of its concession 
and vest its concessions and property in such corporation. It will also, in 
said event, accord to the United States such representation in its board of 
directors and such opportunity to acguire an interest in its securities as may 
be permitted by its concessions, which, of course, must be scrupulously ob­
served. 

And further, if the United States should desire to perpetuate or enlarge 
its existing rights and privileges, acquired under said treaty of 1848, the com­
pany will conform to such supplemental treaty as may be entered into be­
tween the United 8tates and Colombia. 

We beg leave to say that yesterday, at a public hearing accorded to us by the 
Committee. on Rivers and Harbors of the House of Representatives, we sub­
mitted to the chairman and gentlemen of that committee a communication 
to the foregoing. purport, and have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servants, .-
MAURICE HUTIN, 

Director-General of the Ne:w Panama Canal Company. 
sm_,LlV AN & CROMWELL, 

The PRESIDENT, Washington, D. 0. General Counsel, Neto Yoric City. 
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Mr. WOLCOTT. Will the Senator from Alabama permit me 
te ask him a question not re-levant totliis subject? I know he-will 
paPdon the interrupti-on. We are a11 of us interested in what he 
is saying and in what he may. say further upon this general ques­
tion. 

I want to eall his attention pe!'sonally, if I may, without em­
barrassing him at all, to the fact that the Senator from North 
Dakota [Mr. McCmv.B'ER} has given notice oi some remarks he 
wishes to make this morning, and that OU1' Post-Office appwpria­
tion bill is pending which we hope to finish to-day 1 but may not~ 
and that to-morrow at 2 o'c ock notice- bas been given by the 
senior Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] of the unveiling of 
statues from the State of Missouri in the Capitol. 

My obiect in rising was to suggest, if entirely agreeable to the 
Senator from Alabama, that if his resolution could go over until 
Monday and we could then hear him, it would facilitate the getting 
of the Post-Office appropriation bill into-conference and also the 
fulfilling of the- requjrem"0nt oi the notice given by the Senator 
from North Dakota. But I do.not seek to press it upon. the Sena 
tor from ·Alabama unless it is entirely satiefaetoxy to him.. 

Mr. MORGANL Mr. Pre ident, after twenty minutest if I 
have not finjshed, 1 will consent to th.at. 

The late&t information we have about this. proposition afte:r 
February 28 1899, is this: l\Ir. Hutin commnnicates a dispatch . 

Mr: SPOONER .. :rs. the Senator reading from a Senate docu-
ment?' 

Mr. MORGAN.. Yeit; Senate Document 188. 
Mr. SPOONER. From the report-of the committee? 
Mr. MORGAN. I am not reading fr.om the· report of the com· 

mittee, but the report-prernnts the facts I am quoting .. 
I want to state, Mr. President, that it is absolutely impossible for 

the Government of the-United States to go into this pro po ed New 
York corporatio~or a c01"Poration to he chartered in another State, 
as a stockholder, and that the Government shall appoint ail'ectors 
in a Statecoq>0ration, andshare with the old French stockholders 
and the new in the proceeds or incomes or dividends of this n-ew 
Panama Canal Company. The proposition as-presented is on its 
face so absnxd that it would hardly be considered as worthy of 
investigation but for the fact. that it is pressed in every possible 
form and at every possible moment of time. 

This new company, wh£µ} it found that the Congress of the 
United States had provided for a commission t(} go down to the 
Isthmus of Darien and asce1fain what is the situation as to. th-OSe 
different proposed canals, addressed to- the President of the-United 
S.tates, this lette~1 dated March ll> 1899: 

Mr. Huti1i ta the President. 

dated February 12, 1900, to. Mr. 4. Boyard, oi New York, in Ti the Pr id t· 
.. which h~ says~ 0 es en · 

COMl?AGNill NOUVELLE. DU CANA:.L DE' PA.NAM.A., 
4S Wall Street, Neto York CihJ, March 11, 1.890. 

~ [Tl'anslatioJJ.] Referring to the act of Congress approved 011the 4th instant respecting an 
P =...... .... .,. investigstion of- the Pana.ma andi Nicaragua. canals, the New Panama Canal 

ARIS, -" ew'UaMJ .u.,,.1.9oo. Company, as on.a.cf th~ subjects of the-inquiry, respectfully invites attention 
X: BoYARD, New Yo1·k: to its communication addressed to you Decell'.lber 2: 1898, and' to its. subse-

The general meeting of the- hareho1de-rs has this day chosen a new board quent offers too the honorable Secretary of State; &nd finally to, its offi.eial 
of management, which organized imm-eilia.tety under the presidency of Mam- proposition o! Februax·y. 21· last, all of which. contain. the pro!fe't"' ~d u~gent 
ti.ceHuti.n,. who, meantime, willcontinuetodischargehisfunctionsasdixe_ctor· mvita.tion. that the President 01· Congress make, the.tulle t mv-estigatien of 
general. . the can.:ll works., plans, seven conce sfons,, and status of' the New Pa.riaina 

A list of the n.ew members of the board!, who represent the Pans estab- Companr, and it-also refers to-the official report lrPOU the canal mad-a by the 
lishments of credit and the mDre important groups of ~hanlhol-ders:., will be Interna.tiona.l Technical Commission November lli, 1:898, a.ud pl&ced in yoltr 
sent to you by mail. . hands by us on December 2 last. 

The new board of management con.fums the declarations contained in the The a.aid act of Congress is therefo:l'.e in fu.llaccorci with our repeated ofi'er.s 
dispatchoJi January I}~ which was se-nt: you by. Navarre, and requeats- YQU to and onr warmest desires . -
go to Wasfilngton.in order to renew to the honorableSecretaryof State, Mr. We again most respectfyµrrenew otn"' profi'el"of thef;u.lle~t investigation 
Ha.y, the previous declaration of the-New :Panama Canal Company. and our ofter of-allt:hefacil1ties to.that en<!. B11tthesubJectISof such trans-

HUTIN. eendent consequence to the United States, to the people- of th& world as well 
That is-the declaration I ha:ve just. read. The disJ?atch of Jan~ as to ourse1'Ves-, that we venture, with dne respect, to submit this our pe.ti-

uary 6, .e-om 11:1r. Eugene Navarre to l\1r. X. Boyard, is as follows: tion that any commissfo:n designat;ed to aid. you m making the inve tigatiGn 
u J.U. and comparISOn contemplated bythe-acl of ongress be- composed of gentle· 

yue1egram.1 men of the widest experienf"e, of exceptional character- and unquestioned 

X: BOY.ARD, New York: 
P ..uus, J'an.u.ary G,. IS<XJ.. JJTofessiona1 standing; and who.are not embaITassed' 'by public committals or 

previous. record<> favorable o~ llllfavorable to either one or the other project 
and who ha.ve not h.eretofore eITVed upon any. canal co.mmission. Board of management has resigned.. I have been appointed, by d~cision 

of the court, sole temporary mana.,,<>"e:r of the New Pa.namai Canal Company, 
instead of the board ot management, and with.ir.s powers. 1 have> assumed 
the duties of my ofliee. retaining the direetor-generaland all the principal 
officers, and ! now con.firm you in the position which you hold. My mi.ss~on 
will lasi;nntil the meeting of the general a embly of thestoekholde-Ps. which 
will ta.kB place at the usual time, ve1-y soon. . . . 

Under these cllcumstances, be pleased to go~ Washlpgton i.J;nmediateI-r 
and to inform the Secretary of State that I shall m no WISe modify the atti­
tude assumed b~ the New Pana.ma Canal Company in the declarations which 
it m:tde to the Secretary ef' ;tate him.self Decembe-l" 2, 1898, through the di· 
li'ector-general, to- the ~ommittee on Rivers and Harbors. to the President of 
the Republic of th~ United. tates Feb~y 2l rui4 ~ 1899. an.9- t~>.Admira.l 

1 
Walker in the conferenee with the American comnnss1on at ParIS 8eptembar 

Tha New Panama Canal ComJ?any does not present Ol" sugge t any na;me 
for memool'Sbip of any commission. Its only petition is that the selection 
be of gentl~n whose-conclusion will at once command public confidence, · 
fully relying upon its ability. to sa.tisfyfair and impa;rtialinyestigatron.of. the 
merits of its canal. 

THE NEW PAN . .UIA C'~AL. COUPA.NY, 
By MAURICE HUTIN D ·rect01·-Gen.eral.. 

SULLIVAN & CRD:llWELL, General' CounseZ. 

8,1899. 

They come forward insolently and suggest to the President o.f 
the United States whom he shall and whom he .shall not appoint 
an a eommissi-011 organized by Co-ngress. A later letter was: writ­
ten to the Pre~ident by this New Panama Canal ComJJany, on. · 

· EUG=ENE NAVARRE., April 30, 1900,. almost down to this present day., That letter is as 
Mr. President. that fs the only proposition that has- ever been follows-: 

made by the Panama Canal Company> the new company·,, t? _the 
United States. The old company never mada any propOSl!hon. The PRESID~ . 

W .ASIDNGTON, .A.prt130, lf)a<J.. 

They call it new; but it is the samacompany with a new dress Permit us to refer to the communication addressed to yon on February 
on it. 28, 1\.99, by the Compa.guie Nouvello du Canal de Panama, and of which we 

h P attach a copy for your convenience. 
This proposition was made at a time when t a~ n-ew an.a~ Three day after the abov&communication (and which was similar totha.t 

Canal Company had ascertained that they were m a conditron addressed t-0 the River a.nd Jlarbor Committee of the Bouse, Hon. Theodore 
ve.ry· l'apidly app;iroximati.J12 bankruptcy; that they had ex- E. Bllrton. chairman) Congress enacted the law of March 3, ISro. 

"7 d f h Under the powers of said a.ct the Pre identspIJointed the" Isthmian Canal 
bausted the $13,000,000, which they had cotlecte ro~ t e assets Commission." comJJosed of Rear-Admiral John G. Walker, Hon. Samuel 
of the old company and from other s~es_? or we!e ~oo~t t-0 ex- Paseo, Mr.Alfred Noble, C. E.; Mr Geor.ge S .. Morison, c. E.; Gem PeterC. 
ha:ust it, and they wanted heip; and this is the· m., vftation, and Hains-, Prof. William Hi. Burr, C. E .; Gen.. Oswald H. Ernst; Prof. Emor-y: R. 
h 1 that h b xt d d to the Governm,a-n.t of Johnson, Mr. Lewis M. Haupt C. E. 

t e on y one, as ever een e . ~n ~ • :o~ In addition to its examination of all other pessible isthmian routes..., the 
the United States to have any partic1pation whatever in: the New Isthmian Cimal Comm.issionhasm.ad.e·anexhaustiveexaminationof thepJ.a.ILS 
Pana.ma. Canal Company. · n.nd sta.tus of th& company a.t Paris., wher& the. records. of twenty years are 

th ~ 1-~ ~ S t •t preserved. an<l also personally has examined upon the- Isthmus of Panama 
· ln th.e report of the committee now on e ues~ 0.L ena ors 1 the actual canal and canal works of th& company and t.liefeasibllityof its 

is shown that~ accxmling te the concession of the- Panama Canal undertaking~ 8iild at this time is further verifying SlU"'Veys, plans, and speci-

Company from the St-at-e of Colombia, it is impossi?~e for the GDv- fi~i~~~~~rg~~=~~=~~1ty1!t1!ade ifs rep.o?.t to th& Presi­
e:r:nment of the United States_ to accept that. pcr0position nnder an.y d.ent. and, as we are ad~ed, has not. yet c<?mpleted its in'Ve tig:t~s and 
conditions without involving itself in very serious diplomaiic inquirfos upon. the. teclm:ical an<i' oth.e_r snbJoots. covered by the said act.of 
troubles with France, for the reason that the old stockholders March 3, 1.899"; nor has the Presidenb ye-t cwmnmnica.ted to Con~ess his recom-

who number thousands-and l have-been told they numbe.r 5,000- m.e:fua:=s1:~~~=o~eoncerningthePanamaCanaltliacompanyhaS 
are retained as stockholders in the new company, the present com- made to the Isthmian Canal Com.mis ·on the fullest exposition and explana.­
pany, the contract, as. set forth in the report of the Senate Com- tions: withou..t reserve or exception, upon every a..-<:pect; of tlte sn.bjcc:ll con-
mr.ttee on Interoceani.o Canals., showing that those stockholders c01:ningwhich.thecommission.hasdesiredinformation,a.nda.1:c;oh::i.;>delivered 

·"' to the commission fu11 and detailed plans maps, and speci:fic.at1omr of the 
ha-ve the right to. come in and share in the profits. of this: canal eompany fOJ! the complete excaV31tion and; construction. of th& Panama. Canal 
after the new stockholders, who have become- merely preferred :md can.&l works. These documents are gl"eatin volume and value. and rep. 
creditors and preferred stockholders to the- extent of a _cel'ta.in resent the ex]:enditnre ot a vast sum, as well as.the results of man..y years of 

h Pr d t of study in their- origin.al preparation. . . . specified arrangement, stated in thell: report to t e eSlJ en The co:mpa;ny has avoided any action o.r course which zmght by the Gov-
the United States or the Secretary of State sent to the Senate at emment be deemed inconsistent wit'h ita said, communica.tiono.t .February 
the present session and number~d Executive Document 18~. ·. 28, 1899. • 

1\A'r:. President, I want ta call attention tn the fact that 1t is ab- · All this the company has done in full reliance upon the avowed purpose of 
JJ..L the Government-as embodied in the. act of March 3, 1899-of thoroughly and 

solntely impossible for the Government of the United States to exhaustively investigating arul reportl?-g upon~ possible ~tbmian ~al 
accept this pro-position. rout.ea,. and in the- rea.s.Ollable- expectation that m the mean.time-, no action 
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would be taken upon the i;ubject by the Congress of the United State ~on­
sistent with the expressed purposes of said act. 

On the contrary~ however. and presnmably w~tbont knowledge of thB 
foregoing facts.mea ures have been.introduced in Congres;s, and are to be acted 
upon in the Honse of Representatives May 1 and .May2, 1900, having for their 
purpo.~e the adoption by the Government of another isthmian canal route, 
wtthout a.waiting the recommendation of the President and the information, 
report, and conclusions of the Isthmian Canal Commission appointed by the 
President under the act of Maitch 3, 1800. 

We therefore respectfully request that the PTe ident advise the Congress 
of the facts of the case. 

We have the honor to be, your obedient servants. 
SUL LIV AN & CROMWELL 

General Counsel Compagnie Nouvelle du Canal de Panmna. 

waterway~ There are other corporations of like kind and for the 
same purposes that I expect soon to present to the &mate.. · 

Enongh is shown in the two charters that I will now pre:sent 
to show th:i.t this d~.erate effort to monopolize thetraIIBportation 
l'.Jetween the two ocea:ns and upon their waters, and a vast sweep 
m other powers-~ demand the prompt and firm action of Con!n"ess-. 
This is enough to say at this tima to show the-· necessity for the 
adoption of the resolutions I have the honor tC> present to the 

. Senate. 
I will read those cfon±ers:. 

Ce-rliji,cate of in.co1-pora.tion of Pa.nam.a Canal Co:rnpav.y of A1ne'l'ica~ 
UNITED STATES 01i' A.MERICA, State of New Jersey; . 

We., the undersign~ hereby do associate· ourselves into a corporation, 
unde? and by vfrtne of the provisions of anaet of the legislature of the Stat& 
of New Jersey. entitred "'An act concerning corporations (revision of 1 96)," 
and th.e several acts a.mendatory thereof and l"llppfomental thereto, for-the 
purposes hereinafter named, and do make: this om: certificate of incorpora­
tion. 

First. The.name of the corvoration is Panama Canal Company-of America.. 
1 

Second. The location of the principaloffi:ce otthe eorporati0111 in the State 
to be acted upon in theHon.c;e of Representatives Ma.yl and May2, 1900, hav- 1 of New Jersey isa.t 76 Montgomery street, in Jersey City, in the county of 
ing for their purpose the adoption by the Government of another isthmian Hudson, and the na.m& of the agent therein :i.nd in. charge thereof; upon 
canal route, without awaiting the reeommenda.tion of the President-and the · whom process against this corporation may be served, is William.Brinker lio:ff. 

This manifest purpose of this company to interfere wjtb legis­
lation, by asking the President to inform Congress of a state of 
facts, as alleged, of which Congress is "p1·esumahly without 
knowledge," is an insult to the intelligence of Congress. It is an 
insolent invitation to the President to control the action of Con­
gress so that they shall not act npon bills reported by committees 
in both Houses and-

informatfon. report, and conclusions of the .Isthmian Canal Commission ap- Third. The objects for which the corporation is formed are as.follows:-
pointed by the President under the act of March 3, 1800. To ac._quire, by purchase or otherwise. th.emaritime ship canal of the Com-

. pa.gnie Nouvelle du Cmral de Panama and the railway across the isthmus ol 
It is a spectacle that is, happily, without precedent, that this Pana.ma between. the Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean; to construct:,.ex-

f · ti tin · f · +,.w d ··i. t ah ploit, complete, eqttip, repair, a:nd enlarge;- to operate, manage, maintain. ore1gn corpora on, ac g In a oreign coun.~J an WlWLOU: Y and control said e.anal and: railway and the va.Tieus enterprises- conneded 
recognition even of the honesty of its dealings,, while it has all the therewith~ to collect tolls antE revenaes therefrom,. and to use. anti enjoy,-the 
time been the subject of distrust by our Uovernment,. should ask same. 
the President to "advise the Congress of the facts of the case,, To acqn:ire, by-purehase or otherwise, and to construct, operate, ex:ploiir, 

manage, and control lines of railway along-or- in the vicinity of such canal.. 
for the purpose of opposing Congress in d,eclaring and enforcing To acquire, by purchase or othe?wise. and to, construct, operate. and ex-
the public policy of our people and Goverament. ploit, manage, and control cable lines telegraph lines, and telephone lines 

Th H h d ed t · .:i ti.~- hilt Th had~- d along and to connect with e.uch.canal and such railway mr railways, and: in e onse a agre o consiu.er J.J.JJ:1 ey llAe a and along the shores of the oceans:, seas, gulf:;, and bays at, near, or to eon-
day for its consideration. and passed the bill by a vote of 225 to 35. nect with such canals or railways. • 
Thereupon this canal company interposes its objection to the Pres- To acquire, by pmcha e, ~ase, or otherwise, 1ind to constr~. ~tain, 
identof the United States and asks him to break up that proceed- op~rat.e, ~ge.and control.and. to sell.. ~et, pledge, or· otberWJSedi~ose of 
. . . ' . . f - . · ships, boats. and other vessels of eve1Ly kind: and natare, and propelled by 
mg m Co~gress.for its benefit; and this. ~reign_c<?rpo_rat10~, bank- i any poweir-; to a:cquire concessions, grants, privileges. or license~ for the es-
1·upted, discredited by the Hayes Admm1strat1on, discredited by tab~hment an~ w~r~ of lines of stea~h~or sailin~ ~ seis. and. ta es­
its own conduct with no canal !}TDject that itself has recommended ta.blish and mamtain lines. or regular services of steamships or other. vessels 

--:11 , p -de t f ti. U ·+ed S t between any ports of the wo?ld, and gerrerally to- carry on the bnsmess of 
or nu act ?POU, comes to _the res1. n O ue Illt ta es as shipown~s. and to enter _into eontracts for the carriage of' nrails, passen:-
late as April 30, 1900, and mforms him that on May 1 and 2 the gers, goods, and merchamti:;e bya:ny mean.c:r, either by itS' own vessels, raiI­
Honse of Representatives is: ahout. to act by agreement by n:na.ni- ways, lllld conveya.nees, or by t?e vessels, conveya.nees, arul railway of 

t ·..: t bill that · ' th others; ~d to collect. use; and' enJoyrevenues th.erefrom. mous consen , on a proposiw.on o pass a_ . may ignore · em To cC>ru!truct, purchase, take on lease, or-oth1'rwise aCf!.u:ire and to main.-
or may not, and demands that the President mterf ere. tain:, m~e. and manage wharves-, warehouses, piers, aocks,_ bttildfags, or works 

Mr. President, this queer conduct on the part of that company capab~e of being adv~geonsly used in connection with the canal, shipping, 
and of another compan~· and perhaps two other companies as to carryrng, Ol'"othel.'. bn.<;mess of the company; and to charge and collect dues 

• .l _ ' and rentals. for the- use thereof .. 
which I exrect soon to snbrmt the facts, has caused me to make •.r-o construct, purchase, o~otherwL"0' acquire and taown.equip;imp?ove, 
an investigation, which I have had to make hnrriedly; but I have w:ork, ~e>elop, ma~ae, and cont.rol publ~c works and. conveniences of all 
ascertained that for the purpose of creating a monopoly for the kinds,_mcludIDgr:ulwa:Ys,dp~.h:a.rhors,light-houses,p1~rs-,whll!ves,eanals, 

. . . . conduits, locks, resevmrs, I:rl'lgation works, tunnel$ bridges. VIadu.~ts em-
control of the ISthmian waterway two corporations have bee.nor- bankments.. buildin£?S stru~tures, and any and· all othe:rworksof internal 
ganizedin the State of New Jersey-one with a eapitalof $25,000,000 improvem~t or publieutility. . .. 
and the other with a capital of '100 000.000-to takeover any con- ~0 enter into anY:a:mngement.s with RJ?.Y governments or authon_ties-

. · h d ' · · 'th f · national, State, murumpal, local, or- otherWJSe-tha.t may seem eonducive to 
cessions, rig ts, or grants~n. to negoti~te W1 ~y oreign coun- the comDany's o~jects or any of t~em,.ann .ta obtain from any such govern-
try for the purpose of ac.qmrrng concessions and rights and grants me~ ol!" a.uthon-ty any an~ a!f r~ts, privileges, grants, and concessions. 
for conducting all manner of business and for doing a great many ~bich the company_ maythinlnt desirable to obta:fu, and ~ ?tTry out, exer-
hin h t I i....:~ • h th b tti cISe, and comply with any such arrangements, rights, pnvileg-P.s, and con-

t gs t a can not expUllll m any ot el' way tin Y pn ng cessions ineluc!ing the construction of any and all internal improvements of 
copies oftho~&cbartersin my remarks, which I now ask leave to any~deverynature. 
do; and I invite the Senate of the United States to examine these -.;'o. ~ue. shares, s!ock, debentUJ:es, de~ntur~ stock, bonds and other 
cbarters carefully obligations;. te>subseribe for, to acquire, to IDvest ID, and to hold and control 

. • • the stocks, shares, bonds, de-bentures, debenture stock, and securities of any 
They disclose the most her01c effort that has been made at any government, national, state, or municipal, and of any canal, railway, or othet 

time or in any country to capture absolute and unlimited eontrol co~ration. priva..te f!r public, and to exerc~e all the rights, powers, and 
d sh. · f Jl . t . , be·tw th t t privileges of ownership thereof; to vary the mvestments of the company; an _ owner .1P o a wa et. wa~ s een. e wo grea ~ceans, to mortgasre, pledge, or charge all or any part of the property, concP.ssions, 

to the exclus10n of all the rights of the Uwted: States., and rn defi- rights, and franchises of th~company, acquired and to be-acquired; to make 
ance of the laws and public policy of this Government. I have advan~s upon, hold in trust~ ~ell, or di~ose of and otherwise deal with any 
not the time under the limitations of debate at this time to point of the in.vestments or ~cunties aforesaid, or to a.ct as agent far others for 

any of the above or the like purposes. 
out the reckless abandon of these wild schemes of monopoly. I In general, to carry on any other business in connect.ion therewith with all 
have no need to do so when these char era are read by Senators. the powers conferred by the aforesaid-acts of the legislature of the'state of 
When they are examined it will be ascertained at once that it is New Jersey and.acts amendatory thereof and suppleme:nW t.h~reto.. . 

· 00. l . . - . ~ The corporation shall al o have power- to conduct its- bmnness m all its 
the duty of the Sen~e imm iate y to ~ke an mvesti~atwn far branches, to have one o.r more offices, to hold meetings of th& direct-0~ to 
the purpos& of breaking down or checking and forestallmg one of keep its books (except the stock and transfer books). and .to hofci p~ehase, . 
the vastest and most comprehensive monopolies. that has eve? been mortgag~, lease, !!nd conv:ey real and personal property ~1th!>u.t the st;ate-.of 
· d · h U · d S t th gh t of New Jersey and ID any and all the other States, the Territones, the D1str1ct inaugurate In t e mte ta es rouO' corpora e powers of Columbia., and the- colonies, dependencies, and possessions of the- United 
charters granted by the State of New Jersey. Sta.tes of America, and upon the. I&thmus of Panama, a.nd in the United 

It is the general counsel of the New Panama Canal Company who States of 90lon;tbia •. and i!1 any an!! an other foreign <;:ountries. . 
tt st "tn . d tb - dis 1 - th that The obJeetsm this article specified shall not be limited or restricted by a e S as a Wl ess, an 0 envise ? ose~ In ese p~pers referenee to n~r. inf~renc:e froi:;t the terms of any other article, clause, para.-

the ' Panama Canal Company of Amenca,, IS the State mcorpora.- graph, or proVJSlon m this certificate centained. 
tion referred to in the letter of M. Hutin to the President dated Fourth. The amount of the total authorized capital stock of the corpora­
February 28 1899 which I have J·nst read. It bears date ~; the ti.on is. $00.<XX>.<m; the numl?er. of sha.l'es. into which the-ca.pita.I stock is di-

,.. ' ' ~ . v1ded is 300,000 shares, consistlng of 50,()()() shares of first- preferred sto~k, 
2ith of December, 18!}9. On the 31st of l\farchy 1900,. the Inter- 15(),00)sharesof·seconU.preferredstvck,ao.d 100,000shares.of common stock, 
oceanic Canal Company was chartered in New Jersey to control and the p:w value of each share is $100. The amount of capital stock w.ith 
· l"k th d N" C 1 "th which it will commence business is - ,.000, consisting of Usha.res.of first pre­ln 1 e manner e propose. icara.guan ana .'WI powers even ferred stock 9 shares of second prefe1~red stock and 17 sha.-res. of common 
broader and mme aggressiTe than those of the Panama Canal stock. ' ' 
Company of America. These are contemporaneous, if they are From time to time .the first P!Cferre~ stock. the second preferred. stock, 
not jointly, concerted efforts to seize n:pon the only practicable and the comm~ stock shall be :issued .m such amounts a.nd propoi:tions as 
canal routes through the Isthmus oi Darien and appropriate them ~be di:ltermmi3d by th! board of direct-0rs and as may be perIIlltted by 
nnder the suppo ed power of New Jel'sey in granting charters From tim~ to ti:methe_cai>ital stock and ~ach class of ~he capital stock of 
for the benefit of combinations of private persons. If these plans the corpora.ti~ may be mereased as _permitted by law~ such amonnt!f as 

sf l h · I def th d -T th •bli may be determmed by the board of directors-and authorized by the holders are succes u , t ey sunp Y Y · e powers an annlll e ptl c o.f two.thirds in a.mount of each cla.ss of the capital stock then issued and 
policy of the United States with reference t<> this great natio11al outstanding. 
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The holders of the first preferred stock shall be entitled out of any and all 
surplus or net profits to receive noncumulative dividends whenever the same 
shall be declared set apart for or pa.id upon any other stock of the corporation. 

In each and every fiscal year for which full dividends shall have set apart 
for or paid upon all of the first preferred stock, the holders of the second 
preferred stock shall be entitled, out of any and all surplus or net profits, to 
receive noncumulative dividends, whenever the same shall be declared by 
the board of directprs, at the rate of but not exceeding 8 per cent per 
annum for such fiscal year; such dividend to be paid before any dividend 
for such fiscal year shall be declared, set apart for, or paid upon the common 
stock. 

In addition thereto, in the event of the dissolution or liquidation of the 
corporation, the holdera of the first preferred stock shall be entitled to re­
ceive the par value of their preferred shares before anything shall be paid 
upon the second preferred stock or upon the common stock out of the as ets 
of the corporation; and the holders of the second preferred stock shall be 
entitled to receive the par value of their preferred shares before anything 
shall be paid upon the common stock out of the assets of th!:\ corporation. 

The common stock shall be subject to the prior rights of the first preferred 
stock and the second preferred stock, as above declared. If after providing 
for the payment of full dividends for any fiscal year on the first preferred 

, stock and the second preferred stock there shall remain any surplus or net 
profits, such remaining surplus or net profits shall be applicable to the pay­
ment of dividends at the rate of 4 per cent per annum upon the common 
stock whenever the same shall be declared by the board of directors; and out 
-0f and to the extent of any such remaining surplus or net profits, after the 
close of any such fiscal year, the board of directors may pay dividends for 
such fiscal year at the rate of 4 per cent :per annum upon the common stock, 
but not until after said ])referential dividends for such fiscal year upon the 
first preferred stock and the second preferred stock shall have been actually 
paid or provided and set a.part. . 

After dividends for any such fiscal year shall have been paid atthe rate of 
5 per cent upon the first preferred stock and at the rate of 8 per cent per 
annum upon the second preferred stock, and at the rate of 4 per cent upon 
the common stock, and any and all other dividends from any remaining net 
profits which may be declared by the board of directors shall be declared 
and paid equally in respect of each and every share of the first preferred 
stock and the common stock of the corporation. 

At all meetings of the stockholders of the company the holders of the first 
preferred stock shall be entitled to one a.ud four-tenths votes (in person or 
by proxy) for each share of such first preferred stock; and the holders of 
such second preferred stock and of such common stock shall be entitled to 
one vote (in person or by proxy) for each share of such second preferred and 
for each shar~ of such common stock. 

With the consent of any holder thereof, any and all of the first preferred 
stock and any and all of the second preferred stock shall be subJect to re­
demption, and may be redeemed at not less than the par thereof and accrued 
interest, upon the 1st day of January in any year, at the principal office of 
the corporation, at Jersev City, N. J. On or before the ls;; day of November 
next preceding such date for redemption notice of intention so to redeem 
shall be giyen as follows: Printed notice addressed to each several record 
holder of such preferred stock who shall hav~ caused his address to be re­
corded upon the books of the corporation shall be mailed to him at such 
address and also shall be published once in each week, for the eight weeks 
beginning on such 1st day of November, in one newspaper published in the 
city of New York and in one newspaper published in the city of Paris, which 
notice shall invite tenders of such preferred stock for retirement. 

To provide wholly or in part for such redemption and retirement of such 
preferred stock, from time to time the corporation, by its board of directors. 
and in the discretion of the board, may create and may issue common stock 
in an aggregate amount equal to the amount of such preferred stock so re­
deemed and retired: and from time to time, upon the redemption and retire­
ment of such preferred stock, certificates may be issued and delivered for 
corresponding amounts of common stock, which shall be deemed to be, and 
shall be, full paid and nonasSf'ssable if issued either for money or in exchange 
for a corresponding amount of such preferred stock. • 

Fifth. The names and post-office addresses of the incorporators and the 
number of shares subscribed for by each (the aggregate of such subscriptions 
being the amount of the capital stock with which the company commences 
business) are as follows: 

Number of shares. 

Name. Post-office address. First Second Com-pre- pre-
ferred ferred mon 
stock. stock. stock. 

------
William P. Chapman, 310 West Forty-fifth street, 8 3 6 

jr. New York City, N. Y. 
8 Henry W. Clark ________ 329 West Seven-Pc;-fourth 3 6 

street, New ork City, 
N.Y. 

Francis D. Pollak_.---·- Summit,lil'. J-----·-·--------- 8 3 5 

Sixth. The duration of the corporation shall be perpetual. 
Seventh. 'fhe corporation may use and apply its surplus earnings or ac­

cumulated profits, authorized to be reserved as a working capital, to the pur­
chase or acquisition of property, and to the purchase and acquisition of its 
own capital stock, from time to time, to such extent and in such manner and 
upon such terms as its board of directors shall determine; and neither the prop­
erty nor the capital stock so purchased and acquired, nor any of its capital 
stock taken in payment or satisfaction of any debt due to the corporation, 
shall be regarded as profits for the purposes of declaration or payment of 
dividends, unless otherwise determined by a majority in interest of all tho 
stockholders. 

The board of directors. by resolution adopted by a majority of the whole 
board, may designate five or more directors to constitute an executive com­
mittee, which committee, to the extent provided in said resolution or in the 

. by-laws of the corporation, shall have, and may exercise, all the delegable 
powers of the board of directors in the management of the business affairs 
of the corporation. 

The board of directors, by resolution adopted by a majority of the whole 
bo ird, may designate a special committee of the board consisting of directors 
resident in France; and such special committee shall possess and exercise 
such powers and perform such duties as may be delegated to it from time to 
time bv the board of directors or by the by-laws Of the corporation. 

The.board of directors from time to time shall determine whether and to 
wb&.~ extent and at what times and places and under what conditions and 
regulations the accounts and books of the corporation, or any of them, shall 
be open to the inspection of the stockholders, and no stockholder shall have 
any rh:ht of inspecting any account or book or document of the corporation, 

except as conferred by statute or authorized by the board of directors or by 
a resolution of the stockholders. 

The board of directors shall have power to make and to alter by-laws, but 
without prejudice to the power of the stockholders in general meeting to 
alter or repeal the same. 

The corporation in its by-laws may prescribe the number necessary to 
constitute a quorum of the board of direct.ors, which number, unless other­
wise required by law, may be less than a majority of the whole number. 

The board of directors, without any assent· or vote of stockho!de1·s, shall 
have power to create, issue, and sell bonds of the corporation, and to authorize 
and cause to be executed mortgage and liens upon the real property and the 
personal property, concessions. and franchises of the company (acquired and 
to be acquired) to secure the payment of t.he principal and interest of any 
such bonds, and also to determine the amount of such bond issue or issues, 
the rate of interest upon such bonds, and the conditions and price of issue, 
the holders of all the stock of the corporation at any time outstanding hereby 
expressly consenting to and approvmg of any and all bonds and mortgages 
so authorized; but in the event of the acquisition of the canal of the com­
pagnie Nouvelle du Canal de Panama. there shall be accorded to the share­
holders and bondholders of the Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interocean­
ique de Panama. in Liquidation a right of preference to subscribe for one­
half in amount of such bonds whenever offered for sale. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals the 27th 
day of December, 1899. 

WILLIAM P. CHAPM.A...~, JR. 
HENRY W. CL.ARK. 
FRANCIS D. POLLAK. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of­
W.M. NELSON CROMWELL. 
FRANCIS LYNDE STETSON. 

STATE OF NEW YORK, County of New Y01·k, ss: 

f
L. S.j 
L. S. 
L. S. 

Be it remembered that on this 27th day of December, 1899, before the un­
dersigned, a duly authorized commissioner of deeds for the State of New 
Jersey in and for the State and county aforesaid, personally appeared Wil­
liam P. Chapman, jr., Henry W. Clark, and Francis D. Pollak, who I am sat­
isfied are the persons named in and who executed the foregoing certificate of 
incorporation, and I having first made known to them the contents thereof, 
they did acknowledge that they signed, sealed, and delivered the same as 
their voluntary act and del!d. -

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official 
seal as such commissioner for New Jersey on the date aforesaid. 

[SE.AL.] CHARLES EDGAR MILLS, 
Commissioner of Deeds for the State of ll'ew Jersey in New Yo1·k. 

THE INTEROCEANIC CANAL COMP.A.NY. 

This is to certify that the undersigned do hereby associate themselves into 
a corporation under and by virtue of the provisions of an act of tho legisla­
tm·e of the State of New Jersey entitled "An act concerning corporations" 
(revision of 1896) and the several supplements thereto and acts amendatory 
thereof, and do severally agree to take the number of shares of capital stock 
set opposite their respective names: 

First. The name of the corporation is the Interoceanic Canal Company. 
Second. The location of its principal office in the State of New Jersey is 

at No. 83 Montgomery street, m the city of Jersey City, county of Hudson. 
Said office iq to be registered with t.he New Jersey 'l'itle Guarantee and Trust 
Company. The name of the agent therein and in charge thereof, upon 
wl10m process against this corporation may be served, is "The New Jersey 
Title Guarantee and Trust Company." 

Third. The objects for which this corporation is formed are: 
'l'o survey, locate, excavate, construct, enlarge, extend, use, maintain, own-1 

and operate a maritime canal and its accessories between the Atlantic ana 
Pacific oceans, through the territory of Nicaragua. or any other territory in 
Central or South America. 

To acquire the concessions granted, or heretofore granted, by any govern­
ment for the construction and operation of a maritime canal and its accesso· 
ries between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans in Central or South America; 
and the corporation shall have all the rights. prerogatives, and powers neces­
sary to fulfill the duties and obligations imposed, and to enjoy the privileges 
conferred upon it by such concessions; and the corporation shall have the 
power to formulate rules and regulations for the construction management, 
care, protection, improvement, use. and operation of the canal and its acces­
sories and appurtenances and for the collection of its tolls, and may modify 
such rules and regulations at its discretion. 

To survey, locate, construct, purchase, lease, maintain, own, and operate 
roads, railways wit.h any motive power for the carriage of passengers and 
freight, navigation lines by boatiror steamers and any other means of trans· 
portation, and telegraph, cable, and telephone lines, in such place or places 
as the company mav deem necessary or convenient for the construction and 
surveys of the canal and its appurtenances, and for the more advantageous 
maintenance and operation thereof. 

To acquire, hold, deal with, and dispose of to the company may seem proper 
all spaces of lands and waters that may be necessary or convenient for the 
construction, extension, enla.r~ement, maintenance, repair, protection, use, 
and enjoyment of the canal and its accessories, including all spaces required 
for the deposit of materials from excavations and cutting-a for the overflow 
a.rising from lakes, lagoons, and streams, a"Qd from dams m rivers, and from 
all deflections and rectifications of streams, and for ports and extensions 
thereof, and for docks, dikes, p_iers, basins1 sluices, weirshlocks, guard gates, 
reservoirs, embankments, walls, and dram.age and disc arge channels, for 
lights, light-houses, beacons. buildings, storehouses, machine shops. hospitals, 
shipyards. deposits of coal, wood, and materials, and including all lands trav­
ersed or submerged by overflow or by surplus waters, and forwhaternr pur­
pose may be necessary or convenient; also to acquire, hold, colonize, deal 
with and dispose of, all lands and rights in land and real property which it 
may from time to time acquire. 

To levy and collect transit, navigation, tonnage, light, light-house. anchor­
age and port dues, towage, lighterage, storage, wharfage, pilotage, hospital~ 
quarantine, and all other similar charges, from steamers, ships, vessel~. ana 
boats of all kinds, and from passengers, merchandise, and cargo of all kinds, 
for which purpose the corporation may at its pleasure establish and modify 
its tariffs. - -

To have and exercise all the rights and privileges enjoyed by mining en­
terprises, lumber companies, manufacturing companies of all kinds, import­
ing and exporting companies. and in general all mercantile companies; and 
nlso to have and exercise all the rights and privileges enjoyed by enterprises 
which have for their object the establishment of shipyards, dry docks, ware: 
house business, the pw·chase, storage, and sale of coal, the organization of 
exp,.ress companies, agricultural pursuits, and fishing. 

ro buy and sell and otherwise deal in real estate. 
Tb operate hotels and boarding houses and hospitals and stores for the sale 

of provisions, clothing, and every kind of merchandise. 
To supply water from the cana.I and its appurtenances to persons, firms, or 
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corporations that may desire it for irrigation, supply of towns, motive power, 
or for any other purpose, and to fix and collect dues for these services. 

To establish in countries foreign to the United States, and in accorqance 
with terms of concessions granted by the ~overnments of such counh'les, a 
police force duly organized for the protection of life and property and pres­
ervation of order along the route of the canal. 

To survey, locate, construct, purchase, lease, maintain, own, and operate 
railways, telegraph, cable, and telephone lines, roads and lines of navigation 
,by boats or stes.mers, and other means of transportation anywhere outside 
of the State of New Jersey. 

To purchase, hold, sell, assign, transfer, mortgage, pledge, or otherwise 
dispose of the shares of the capital stock or any bonds, securities, or evi­
dences of indebtedness created by any other corporations of the State of New 
Jersey, or of any other State or foreign country, and while owner of said 
stock to exercise all the rights, powers, and privileges of ownership, includ­
ing_ the right to vote thereon. 

I'o build, construct, and repair railroads, water, gas, or electric works, 
tunnels, bridges, viaducts, canals, hotels, wharves, piers, and any like works 
of internal improvement or public use or utility outside of the State of New 
Jersey. • · 

To make and enter into contracts of every sort and kind with any individ­
ual, firm, association, corporation, private, public, or municipal body politic, 
or with any government, national, State, Territorial, or colonial. 

The corporation shall have power to conduct its business in all its branches 
in any Staw or country. or have one or more offices, and unlimitedly to hold, 
purcliase, mortgage, and convey real and personal property in the State of 
New Jersey and in all other States and in all foreign countries. 

Fourth. The total authorized capital stock of this corporation is $100,000,000, 
divided into 1,000,000 shares of the par value of 100 each. 

Fifth. The names and post-office addresses of the incorporators. and the 
'number of shares subscribed for by each, the agip:egate of such subscrip­
tions being the amount of capital stock with which the company will com­
mence business, are as follows: 

Name. Post-ofilce address. 
Number 

of 
shares. 

ST.ATE OF NEW YORK, City and County of New York, ss: 
Be it remembered, That on the 31st day of March, A. D. 1900, before me, a 

master in chancery of New Jersey, personally appeared William B. Crowell, 
Levi B. Gilchrest, James M. V. RooneL, James J. Traynor, George W. Bell, 
Charles P. Cadley, Richard D. Purcel, who I am satisfied aru the persons 
named in and who executed the foregoing certificate, and, I having first made 
known to them the contents thereof, they did each acknowledge that they 
signed, sealed, and delivered the same as their voluntary act and deed. 

JOSEPH GARRISON, 
Master in Chancery of New Jersey. 

Mr. President, a more startling proposition was never submitted 
to the Senate of the United States nor one that demanded its more 
immediate and active consideration. 

It may be <tSked, Do I expect to delay action upon the House 
bill for the construction of a canal until a report comes in from 
this committee as to what these marauders are doing upon the 
Isthmus of Panama? I do not, Mr. President. On the contrary, 
the object of this inquiry and investigation will be to enable the 
President of the United States to check, to escape from, U> coun­
teract, and to destroy this conspiracy against the highest rights 
that the Government and the people of the United States possess. 

If this bill had already passed through the Senate, as it has 
passed through the House of Representatives, this investigation 
would be absolutely indispensable for the purpose of protecting 
the President of the United States against this dangerous combi­
nation, founded in fraud, in presumption, and in arrogance, and 
asserted in the manner I have just shown by reading some few 
extracts from the papers that they have officially laid before the 
President of the United States. 

In deference to the request of the Senator from Colorado [Mr. 

William B. Crowell---------------------- Jersey City, N. J ----------
Levi B. Gillchrest.----------·----··- --- -----dO-------·---·----------

~=:: f T~a:~g~~-~: :::::: ::::::·:::::::: :::::~~ :::::::::::::::::::::: 

WOLCOTT], withouthavingexpla.ined thissubjecttomyownsatis-
faction at all, but having invited the attention of the Senate to 

}~ the matter, which I will put sufficiently in the RECORD to enable 
10 Senators to fully comprehend it, I now yield the floor and ask the 
10 reference of the resolution. 

fili:a~ l ~~~ti~==:::~:::::~:::::::::: :::J~ :::::::·::::::::::::::: IO The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution submitted by 
}8 the Senator from Alabama will be referred, under the law, to the 

- Sixth. The board of directors may by resolution provide that any govern· 
ment upon becoming and while continuing to be a stockholder in this corpo-
1·ation may have the right of naming one or more members of the board of 
directors of the corporation, which director 01· directors shall have all the 
rights, privileges, and powers conferred upon any director by this certificate 
of incorporation by the laws of the State of New Jersey, or by the by-laws 
of this corporation. The board of directors shall have power, without the 
assent or vote of the stockholders, to make, alter, amend, and repeal by-laws. 
for the corporation, but the by-Jaws shall always provide for notice of the 
objects of any special meeting of stockholders. and the by-Jaws shall require 
an annual meeting of the stockholders to be held at the principal office of the 
corporation in the State of New Jersey on the first Tuesday of Ma.yin each 
a'IJd every year, at 12 o'clock noon, and no change in the time of holding the 
said annual meeting of stockholders shall be ma.de except by amendment 
made to said by-laws by the stockholders at any one of such annual meetings 
or at a special meeting called for such purpose upon notice to the stockholders 
at least fifteen days before day fixed by such by-laws for such a meeting. 
' The directors shall have power to fix the amount to be reserved as work­
ing capital, to authorize and cause to be executed to any amount bonds or 
other obligations of the corporation and mortgages and hens upon the prop­
erty of the corporation or any part thereof, and whether then owned or after­
wards acquired, and from time to time to eell, assign, tr.:i.nsfer, or otherwise 
dispose of any or all of its property, but no sale of all its property shall be 
made except upon the vote of the holders of a majority of the stock. The 
boa.rd of directors from time to time shall determine whether and to what 
extent and at what time and places and under what conditions and regula­
tions the accounts and books of the corporation or any of them .shall be 
opened to the inspection of the stockholders, and no stockholder shall have 
any right of inspecting any account or book or document of the corporation 
·except as conferred by statute or authorized by the board of directors or by 
a resolution of the stockholders . . 

The directors shall have power to hold their meetings, to have one or more 
offices, and to keep the books of the corporation (exc.ept the stock and trans­
fer books) outside of the State of New Jersey and at such places as may from 

·time to time be designated by them. · 
. The number of directors of this corporation upon its organization shall be 
five, but thereafter the directors can increase or diminish the number by 

·power of the provisions contained in the by-laws. ,.... 
The directors shall be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The 

seats of directors of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first 
year; of the second class, at the expiration of the second year, and of the 
third class, at the expiration of the third year; so that one-third may be 
chosen every year. 

_ The board of directors, by resolution passed by a majority of the whole 
board, may designate three or more directors to constitute an executive 
committee; to the extent provided in said resolution or in the by-laws of the 

·corporation, shall have and may exorcise the power of the board of directors 
·in the management of the business and affairs of the corporation, and shall 
have power to authorize the seal of the corporation to be affixed to all papers 

·which may require it. - -
The board of directors may in like manner designate one of their number 

t-0 be a managing director, wh. o may possess and exercise all such oft.he pow­
ers of the corporation as may be conferred upon him by the said board by 
resolution or by the by-laws of the company. 

Seventh. The period of existence of this corporation is to be perpetual. 
In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and seals this 31st day or March, A. D. 1900. 

WILLIAM B. CROWELL. 
LEVI B. GILCHREST. 
JAMES M. V. ROONEY. 
JAMES J. TRAYNOR. 
GEORGE W. BELL. 
CHARLES P. CADLEY. 
R. D. PURCELL. 

Signed, sealeil, and delirnred in the presence of­
JOSEPH GARRISOY. 

XXXIII-356 

L. S.l L.S. 
L. S. 
L. S. 
L. S. 
L. S.] 
L. S.) 

Committee to Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate. 

ADDITIONAL CLERKS IN PE.NSION BUREAU, 
Mr. SCOTT submitted ·the following resolution; which was re­

ferred to the Committee on Pensions: 
Resol,,;ed, That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to inform · 

the Senate what number, approximately, of additional clerks will be required 
to adjudicate the applications for original pensions now on file in the Bureau 
of Pensions at a date not later than the 1st day of October next. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The bill (H. R. 11646) making provision for e~ergencies in 

river and harbor works, for certain surveys, and for the diversion 
of certain appropriations o~· modification of provisions heretofore 
made, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA GUARANTY COMPANIES. 
Mr. GALLINGER. I move that the bill (H. R. 9143) to au­

thorize the formation of guaranty companies in the District of 
Columbia be taken from the Calendar and -recommitted to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 
MEMORIAL ADDRESSES ON THE LATE REPRESENTATIVE ERMEN· 

TROUT. 
Mr. PENROSE. · I desire to give notice that on Friday, May 

25, at 4 o'clock in the afternobn, I will submit resolutions on the 
death of Hon. _DANIEL ERMENTROUT, late a Representative from 
the State of Pennsylvania. . 

AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Sen­

ate the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill 
(S. 2931) to incorporate the American National Red Cross, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. MONEY. I move that the Senate nonconcur in the amend­
ments of the House of Representatives, and ask for a conference 
with the House on the bill and amendments. 

The motion was agreed to. 
By unanimous consent: the President pro tempore was author .. 

ized to appoint the conferees on the· part of the Senate; and Mr. 
lM-ONEY, Mr. LODGE, and Mr. CLARK were appointed. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President. the Senator from North Da­

kota [Mr. MCCUMBER] has given notice of his intention to address 
' the Senate this morning upon the Philippine question. I desire 
to give notice that at the conclusion of his remarks I shall ask the 
Senate to further·consider the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

. COURTS AT SUPERIOR, WIS, 
Mr. McCUMBER obtained the floor. 
Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator yield to me for a moment? 
Mr. McCUMBER. Certainly. 
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Mr. SPOONER. I thank the Senator from North Dakota. 
I ask unanimous consent fO!' the present consideration of the 

bill (H. R. 110:51) to provide for the holding of a term of the cir­
cuit and district courts of the United States at Superior, Wis. It 
will take but a moment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The S6nator from Wiscon in 
asks nnantmous consent for the present considemtion of the bill 
named by him. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I make no objection to that bill, but I give 
notice that I shall object to any other bills. 

Mr. SPOONER. This bill was reported substantjally by the 
Judieiary Committee and was passed by the Senate. I wish to 
move an. amendment to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read fer infor­
mation, subject to objection. 

The Secretary read the bill; and, by unanimous consent, the Sen­
ate. as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its consideration. 

l\Ir. SPOONER. I move to· amend by striking out the proviso 
beofoning in line 1 on page 2, section 2, of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be stated. 
The SECRETARY. In section 2, page 2, line 1, after the word 

"distri!!t," it is proposed to strike out: 
Pror ided, That. the county in which said courts are to be held shall furnish 

snitablo rooms and accommodations for the holding thereof free of expense 
to the Government of the United 8tates. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. SPOONER. I move to further amend by adding what I 

send to the desk to stand as section 3, _which will make the bill 
sub. tantially the same as the bill passed by the Senate. 

The PRESIDENTprotempore. Tbeamendmentwill bestated. 
The SECRETARY. lt is proposed to add as section 3 the follow­

ing: 
SEC. 3. That the Attorney-General is hereby authorized to rent such room 

or rooms in said city as may be necessary or ·convenient for holding terms of 
sa-i:I court by the provisions hereof authorized. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate-as amended, and the amend­

ments were concurred in. 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be 

·read a third time. · 
The bill was read the third time, and pas5ec1. 

POLICY REG1\,RDING THE PHILIPPINES. 

Mr. ~icCUMBE~. Mr. President, I ask for the reading of Sen-
ate joint resolution No. 53. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the 
Senate a joint resolution, which will be read. 

1'be Secretary read the joint resolution (8. R. 53) defining the 
policy of the United States 1·elative to the Philippine Islands, as 

' follows: 
Resoli:ed, etc., That the Philippine Islands are territ.Qry belonging to the 

United State ; that it is the intention of the United Stat-es to retain them as 
such and to establish and maintain such governmental control throughout 
the a1·ch:ipelago as the situation may demand. 

Mr. McCUMBER. Mr. President, so exhaustive have been the 
deba.tes and discussions upon thi flooT and in the press of the 
country pertaining to the financial and commercial benefits to 
be obtained by holding and governing the PhilippineJslands aa 
Ameriaan territory that it seems to me to be wholly unnecessary 
to prolong the discussion upon that important feature of the still 
more important subject. 

So broad has been the scope of ihquiry, so varied and complex 
the arguments, however, that the casual reader of all these de­
bates must necessarily have lost sight, at least to some extent, of 
the simple, the main question with which the country is to-day 
confronted. 

The leading features, it seems to me, have to some extent been 
obscured in the great maze of presented facts and claims and 
statements and by obscm·e and somewhat technical legal propo­
sitions. I wish, therefore, to restate and in a few words conside1· 
this subject as I believe it presents itself to the great majority of 

·the people of this country, in the condition it presents itself at 
this moment. and as a living issue of the year 1900, not as it might 
have been viewed on or before May 1, 1898, or even prior to the 
ratification of our treaty with Spain. 

As a matter of jnstice,.however, I wish to say right here that I 
am not prepared to comcide with many of thos who believe with 
me in holding tho ·e advantages which the chances of war or the 
solemn treaty of this nation have placed in our hands to lay npon 
the heads of the most ardent opponents the blood of all our soldiers 
killed in battle nor upon their shoulders the entire reRponsibilitJ 
for the continuance of this wax; and even if I believed it was pro­
longed becau e of their utterances, I could not but say that it ha.d 

0 bet1 er be continued one hundred years than that to be expedited 
at the expense of absolute freedom of speech-of the denial of the 
sacred right t9 express an· honest opinion or conviction, springing 
from patriotic motives, no matter how erroneous. . 

But, in acknowledging the patriotic motives of those who have 

so ardently and strenuou ly opposed the course of the Administra­
tion in relation to the Philippine Islands, I do not wish to be rer 
garded as countenancing the very few covert att cks, made from 
behind a painted shield, labeled "patriotism. It has been a 
soutce of great gratification and no little pride to me to know and 
feel that there has beerr in the great array of talent di played on 
opposite sides, and in support of opposite views, concerning the 
advisability of entering upon this new course of extraterritorial 
expansion such high patriotic motives. In some very few in­
stances, however. it has seemed to me that too ail'y has been the 
gauze thrown around the demon of nnom to cover or hide his 
hideous distorted form, much less to transform him into a goddes 
of human liberty. 

In taking up this argument! which should have for its single 
object the determination of what course or which of the few 
courses open to discussion should be pursued by ob.r Govetn­
ment in relation to the territory acquired by-treaty from Spain, 
we should proceed from some point on which all reasonable per­
sons are agreed, or at least where no disagreement based on good, 
snbstantial reason can properly find place. 

The questfon of what might have been said or done prior to the 
treaty made with Spain seems to me not to be pertinent at this time. 
The constitutional right to receive and hold these islands bas 
been determined by this body in the so1emn ratification of our 
treaty. If the action of this court ifl without authority under the 
Constitution of the United States, there is a clear remedy. The 
fail tire to invoke that remedy is an acknowledgment of the tight. 

There is but one principal question to be considered. What is 
to be done with these islands-retain and govern them or turn 
them over a prey to other powers or their own internal conflict ? 
In deciding this question we are confronted with but two others: 
First, is this retention for the best intere ts of our own country? 
Second, is it for the best intere ts of the Philippine people? And 
as by the very law of nature, neither wrong nor injustice can be 
for the real interest of any people, right and justice must be in­
cluded in the word "interest." 

That it is for our .financial and commeTcial welfare not the most 
ardent opponent of the Administration will ileny. That our com­
mercial interest demands their retention, that our naval inter­
est demahds their retention. must be admitted. That the financial 
benefits to be dsrived in the near future are beyond calculation 
mnst also be admitted. When I realize that in two years, from 
1897 to 1899, our exports to the Philippine Islands alone increased 
from 869,400 in the former year to $1.66:3 000 in the latter, 
an increase o over 240 per cent; when I note the proximity 
of these islands to the shore of the most densely populated 
regiOn on earth with its capability of absorbing many time 
over the vast slll'pltts of manufactured and agricultural pro­
ducts of the world, its people now being environed on all sides 
With the influence of the present century, awakening to its 
demands in food and raiment, so that the value of our future 
commercial. relations can With almost m thematical accuracy 
be measured not by millions, but by hundreds of million~ of do1-
lars; when I realize that in our new posses ions we have planted 
ourselves at the very gateway of this commerce, and are in 
position to demand of the world that the door of entrance thereto 
be swung wide open and all our treaty rights respected; as I 
look over the mighty expanse of the Ori nt, that inexhaustible 
field which for thousands of yea.xs has furnished the riches of 
the great commercial nations of the world; as I view the stupen­
dous efforts that are being made by the great manufacturing and 
commercial nations to extend their sphere of influence and to gain 
control over that country and over its commerce; as I look upon the 
great and growing surplus in our own manufactured and agri­
cultural products, ever demanding an increasing and widening 
market; as I view the enormous energies that a.re displayed in the 
great nations of the world to~day for commercial supremacy, I 
can not but feel that he who would throw aside this wonderful 
opportunity of the present time mnst surrender all claims to far­
seeing statesmanship. 

Turnicg now to the next que tion that confronts the American 
people: Is the retention of the islands for the benefit of the Fili­
pino people them elves? Speaking again from a purely commer­
cial and financial standpoint, I can conceive of no tenefit that may 
be derived by us that will not also be shared in by them. Our in­
t.erest will depend, in a direct way at least, upon the development 
of their great internal resources, and that development, with its 
concurrent commerce, can not but be of inestimable value to 
them, not only financially. but because it carries with it a higher, 
a broader, and a better civilization. Both propositions-that it is 
for our financiaJ. and commercial benefit and that it is also equally 
for the like benefit of the Filipino people-must be answered in 
the affirmative. But admitting all of this. the opponents of Amer­
ican eXtJansion challenge the righteousness of our course, and if 
their contention is correct, if our course or contemplated course is 
wrong or unjust or without the pale of strict honor and integrity, 
then no matter what may be the financial and commercial benefits 
to be derived therefrom duty would demand that we desist, 
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But I maintain, J\fr. President, that thy attitude of this Govern- narrow, literal construction with the claim or assertion that we 

men t toward the Filipino people is not only honorable and bo~est, exercised our control over the portion in dispute between Texa 
but it is just and genttrous beyond measure; and upon this 1 am and Mexico witn the consent of those people alone, and thereby 
willing- to meet the opponents of the Administration fairly and admit the right of a minor portion to consent to estrange them­
squarely. These islands are now in law and in fact territory be. selves from the major portion thereof without the consent of the 
longing to the United States, and to a certain extent at least ~art latter, by the same law of logic must they also admit the right of 
and parcel of ourselves, as much so as Alaska, Porto Rico, the the rebellion, for none can deny that the government of the South­
Hawaiian Islands, or any other of the territory acquired by us by ern Confederacy had the full consent of the people governed 
treaty or by purchase. To be sure, we can eliminate ~hem from thereby. That same narrow, literal construction which yon ask 
our jurisdiction; we can release them from our sovereignty; but us to adopt to-day was adopted by the people of the Southern 
to-day they are American territory, and right here must be the States when they withdrew themselves from our sovereignty. 
starting point of our argument. We denied their interpretation, repudiated their claim, and to 

Now, it is claimed that some of these people-and I do not know sustain onr cont::ntion for four years we lavishly poured cot 
how many of them-wish to be separated from the United States. the blood and treasure of the nation in support of a just, true, 
This is an important question, one that affects not only the pres· and intelligent interpretation. 
entgeneration-thepresentpeople of those islands-but one which Mr. MASON. If it would not interrupt the Senator from North 
will have its influence upon them in all the ages yet to come. It Dakota, I should like to ask him if he does not see a marked dif­
is an important question, one that requires not the exercise of ference between the wl.thdrawal of the people of the South, who 
mere sentimentality, but one that requires our practical judg- had entered into a solemn contract to keep our flag in the sky, and 
ment, supplemented. and supported by the best impulses of om· to whom we said," You have made this contract and yon must 
patriotism. keep it," and a people 9,000 miles away, who never have sworn 

It is a question whether that which they seek-and how many allegiance to the flag and have entered into no contract, mutual 
ate seeking it I am not prepared to say-would in reality be for or otherwise? 
their true interest, would be a blessing or a curse. Some one Mr. McCUMBER. I will say to the Senator that was a deba.t­
must answer that question. Who is to be the judge whether able question, and those people who withdrew from our soveT­
-separation from us would in reality be for the best interests of the eignty at that time believed, and honestly believed, that they had 
Filipino people? Who is the better qualified to pass upon the a legal right ~to do. So it resolved jtself again simply into a .. 
subject, the most enlightened, the most progressive, the most question of the matter of the consent of one people to be governed 
liberty-loving people on the face of the earth, or a band of mis- or to govern themselves. 
guided and misinformed people of a half civilization? Which is Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President--
the better qualified I say, to pass upon that subject? Let your The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HANS.B.R.OUGH in the chair); 
own conscientious judgment and patriotic hearts answer that Does the Senator from North Dakota yield to the Senator from 
question. South Carolina? 

In 1861 we refused to allow a highly intelligent portion of our Mr. McCUMBER. Ce:rtainly. , 
own people to decide that question according to their view. In Mr. TILLMAN. Did it not resolve itself into a question of who 
1900 we are asked to allow the most ignorant of our population to was the stronger, and were not the Southern States conquernd by 
determine it fo1· themselves. Why this inconsistency? What force, rather than by any return otherwise to the Government? 
logical reason can there be given, for refusing to allow a highly Mr. McCUMBER. Oh, yea; that will be admitted. 
intelligent people-as intelligent a people as the world possessed- Mr. TILLMAN. Is there no difference between the original 
to det€rmine that our sove1·eignty over them was not for their compact of the Union under which this Government was founded 
interest, were we at this time to admit that a people having no and the purchase of 10,000,000 people from Spain without their 
knowledge of our free institutions could determine that their consent? 
interest demanded separation? Mr. MoCUMBER, Yes, sir; that portion of the question, I 

Mr. President, there seems to be a contention here on the part will say to the Senator, has been argued to such an extent upon 
of the most radical opponents of our foreign policy in relation to 'this floor that I desired, in my argument, to avoid those things 
the Filipinos that these people are to-day, now, in their present that had already, in my estimation, been fully discussed, and that 
condition, entitled to absolute independence and the right to is my reason for not replying to that. 
work out their own destiny. And they say that we commit a Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator would not illustrate hisconten­
wrong, a most heinous wrong, in denyin~ them this privilege. tion by al1usions to those things that be says are acknowledged by 
That depends entirely upon whether that deprivation will in common consent, nobody would interrupt him at all, but when he. 
reality be for the best interests of these people or whether it will seeks to fortify his present position by such allusions we are com­
be an injury tu them. As an enlightened, as an experienced na- pelled to dissent from the conclusion he draws. 
'tion, we know well what qualities are absolutely necessary for the Mr. McCUMBER. I do not object to interruptions at all, and 
.foundation of self-government. if I had time to complete the argument without taking up any 

We know also what inherent tendencies, if unrestrained and time that belongs to other Senators I would answer the Senator 
unbridled, will necessarily lead to the subversion of the ~ery prin- on that proposition. I wish to say here that we claimed-here 
ciples of self-government. of the very life of liberty. We say that was the crucial test-that the right of diss=nt or consent was not 
these people have not yet sufficiently advanced in the scale of civi- merely capricious or chimerical, but must be fustly , 1·ightly, and 
lization where they are capab~e of determining with any degree intelligently exercised. That is now the policy and law of the 
of accuracy the true line between liberty and license, and there· country and the construction of those words by this Government, 
fore we do not approach them, as was suggested by the senior written fa the very heai·t's blood of the nation itself. We said to 
_Senator from .Massa.rhusetts [Mr. Ho.AR] as a young giant in the the Southern people, '' Your want of consent is not rightly. is not 
strength of his manhood, to stifle the longing after liberty in the intelligently, is not justly exercised. We !\now our own just and 
brea~t of this child of freedom, but as a father, well knowing generous intentions toward you. We know that you are in error, 
the direful conditions which will result from these unrestrained and we alone! confident that our sovereignty over you ever will 
passions and desires, forcibly yet kindly seeks to guide the nobler mean liberty, justice, and progress. must determine this que3tion 
qualities into chc:.nnels of usefulne3s and utility while he checks for ourselves and not leave it to your biased judgment." And the 
each wayward step. great majority of these same people who, without their consent. 

But we are met in this debate with the assertion-and this· is were forced to yield to our laws, forced to return to our sover­
an importantmatter-thatwa cannot, consistently with our theory eignty, forced to come back to the arms that in fact and in reality 
of government and the inherent right of man, govern these people ever would shield and guard their real and their true interests, 
without their consent; and to sustain this contention we have now almost without exception proclaim the righteousness of our 
held up before us that clause in the Dec1aration of Independence course, the error of their own in that great conflict. 
which declares thitt governments are instituted among men, deriv- Mr. TlLLMAN. Mr. President--. 
ing their just powers from the consent of the governed, and that Mr. McCUMBER. Justamoment. Letmefinishmvsentence. 
therefore. without the consent of these people, we can not either With tenfold ardor will the people of the Philippine Islands 
justly or legally exercise any governmental control over them. applaud this exercise of our best judgment, suuported by tbe best 
But the construction which these persons place upon that clause impulses of the great sympathetic American heart for their real 
of the Declaration of Independence would destroy any govern- interest, when they once come to fully understand and comprehend 
ment. It so happens, however, that these words have already in its true meaning. 
the life of our nation been construed, and such construction has Mr. TILLMAN. With the Senator's permission, I will say that 
.become by prec~dent the law and policy of the land. We have the feeling in the South is that the inevitable settlement of the 
exercised that control without the consent of the governed in one question of secession by the war is no longer one that need be dis-. 
form or another over all the Territories carved out of our vast cussed and that it is fruitless even to think about what might 
·domain. We have made war upon a weaker nation and taken from have happened; but if he considers for a moment that 10 per·cent 
~er a portion of her own territory, possibly with the consent of the of the Southern people who fought in the Confederate army, or 
people of the portion taken, but certainly not with the consent of their descendants, rejoice at the defeat of the Southern Confeder­
the other portion thereof; and if Senators seek to justify this _acy,heiswoefullymistakeninthefeelingandthesentimentoithat 
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people. We realize that we belong to the Union, and we are 
willing to do our duty under the flag, as we have shown in the 
Spanish war. Weare proud of our common country, and love it, 
but there are not 5 per cent of the Southern Confederates willing 
to consent now that we were wrong or that we are happy because 
of our def eat. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I should like to ask the Senator from South 
Carolina if it be true that 95 per cent of the Southern people wish 
now that the Southern Confederacy had triumphed'( 

Nr. TILLMAN. lf you mean the whites-
Mr. WOLCOTT. Yes. 
Mr. TILLMAN. Possibly 95 per cent might be a little too great. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Ninety per cent? 
Mr. McCUMBER. While I did not desire to evoke debate upon 

this question, I can simply answer the Senator from South Caro­
lina thus: I want to say that I believe that not only 10 per cent, 
but that 99 per cent are proud to-day that they are American citi­
zens and are in hearty sympathy with the old flag. I believe that 
that is the feeling to-day all over the United States, without going 
into the question whether or not there may not be still some 
wound left. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator will not undertake to speak 
about the past and will confine himself to our opinions of the 
future and our willingness now to do our full duty to the Union, 
and not drag up these questions, open old wounds, and undertake 
to say things that are not so, as I know they are not so, I will not 
endeavor in any way to interrupt him or to combat his opinion. 

Mr. McCUMBER. The Senator is welcome to interrupt me as 
of ten as he desires. 

Mr. SPOONER. Is not the Senator from South Carolina ti·y­
ing to govern the Senator from North Dakota without his consent? 

Mr. TILLMAN. Not at all. I am not trying to govern him 
without his consent, but I am asking him not to say things in 
regard to the Houthern people that I know are not so. 

Mr. McCUMBER. I exemplified my position by referring to 
our own history to determine what construction' upon this clause 
in the Declaration of Independence had been adopted by this coun­
try. I stand upon that proposition, and I think that most Sen-
ators will agree with me. · 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from North Dakota yield to 
me? 

Mr. McCUMBER. Certainly. 
Mr. BUTLER. I was not in the Chamber and do not know 

what the Senator from North Dakota said which provoked the 
Senator from South Carolina to say that the Senator was making· 
statements that forced men from the South to come to their feet 
to protest against them, but I simply rise, as one representative 
from the South, to say that I do not believe that the people of the 
South to-day wish that the Union were divided--

Mr. MCCUMBER. I had rather that those two Senators would 
settle that between themselves. 

Mr. BUTLER. And that we had two Governments, one of the 
North and one of the South. If I had been old enough, I would 
have been in the Confederate army, and I should have fought to 
the finish with my people; but I regard the war as a grievous mis­
take. 

Mr. TILLMAN. All of us do that. 
•Mr. BUTLER. And that it is better for us in the South and 

for those in the North and for the whole nation that it was not 
divided. That, I think, is the sentiment of the Southern people. 
But at the same time there is not a single man in the South, so 
far as I know, who regrets the part he took when forced to take 
up arms or who will ever apologize for it. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a 
question? 

Mr. McCUMBER. · Certainly. 
Mr. CAFFERY. I will ask the Senator whether the contention 

between the North and the South as to the right of secession was 
not confined to one point, as to how the Government was formed, 
and not as to the principles of that Government? Both sides con­
tended for free government, the South contending that the Fed­
eral Union was the result of a compact between several States 
and the North that it was resultant from the universal expression 
of opinion and desire upon the part of the whole American people, 
considered as a political unit. When the war determined that. 
contention in favor of the North, that question was settled by the 
sword and can not be reopened, and therefore there is n<;> good 
parallel between the case of the South and the case of the Philip­
pines. 

Mr. McCUMBER. In answering the Senator--
Mr. WOLCOTT. Will the Senator from North Dakota permit 

me to ask the Senator from Louisiana, if he cares.to answer it, as 
.he sits next to the Senator from South Carolina, whether he shares 
tlie view that 95 per cent of the white people of the South regret 
that the Union was not divided? 

Mr. CAFFERY. I do not share that opinion. 
Mr. l\IcCUMBER. I will now answer the Senator from Loui-

siana. The view of the Senator is correct so far as it goes, but 
not only was that the fundamental question at that time, but in 
addition thereto was this other question, of a right of a portion of 
tlie Government to withdraw, if it saw fit, under that clause of 
the Declaration of Independence upon which we justified our­
selves in withdrawing from the mother country. 

Mr. CAFFERY. I will trespass upon the Senator from North 
Dakota for another question. That is, whether, after the war of 
the States was over, the Southern States did not form immediately 
governments of their own choice and a constitution of their own 
choice, and therefore there was no question of the interposition of 
a foreign go\ernment? In that respect the parallel he seeks to 
draw between the South and the Philippine Islands is not well 
taken. 

Mr. McCUMBER. I do not understand its application, how­
ever, to the argument I was making. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator will kindly permit me, I should 
like to clarify, if there is any misunderstanding in the minds of 
Senators, what I intended to say and what I meant. I never dodge 
any issue. 

Mr. McCUMBER. I yield. 
Mr. TILLMAN. The Senator was endeavoring to draw a Pl!r­

allel between the conquest of the South in the war of secession 
and the conquest of the Philippines, now that we have bought 
them. 

Mr. McCUMBER. Let me correct the Sena tonight here. That 
is not the parallel drawn at all. 

Mr. TILLMAN. As I understood the Senator, he was en· 
deavoring to fortify his position in opposition to the theory that 
governments derive their just powers from the consent of the 
governed by illustrating that the ·southern Confederacy had the 
consent of the gqverned there, but that the Northern States did 
not consider that that point was well taken, and they proceeded 
therefore to drive the South back into the Union at the point of 
the bayonet. Then he went on to say that the Southern people 
to-day were glad of that thing. 

Now, he is asking too much, after the three hundi·ed and fifty 
or four hundred thousand men who gave their lives to the cause 
and the destruction of all our property in that issue, that this 
aeneration, with a large percentage of the population there old 
Confederate soldiers and their descendants, shall acknowledge any 
such thing. It is not true; and I could not sit here quiet and have 
the Senator make that argument because of the condition in this 
country by which the two sections were brought together to pre-
serve the Union. · 

As I said, we now acknowledge that we are in the Union, and 
we have some i·ights here, and the regrets of the past are slowly 
dying out: but the Senator can not put us in a false attitude, as 
descendants of Confederate soldiers, of being glad those soldiers 
were whipped. There is no parallel between the Philippines and 
the conquest of the South, which you might say had a compact 
which the Northern States thought they were bound to enforce. 
There is no compact between the United States and the Philippine 
Islanders, and we are subjugating those people solely from motives 
of greed and aggrandizement, with no holy or righteous pu.rpose 
behind it. · 

Mr. McCUMBER. I think I have yielded sufficientlv to the 
Senator from South Carolina. · · 

Mr. TILLMAN. I am very sorry to have interrupted the Sen~ 
ator. 

Mr. McCUMBER. Not at all. 
Mr. TILLMAN. But I could not sit here quiet and let him con-

tend-
:Mr. WOLCOTT. I object to discussion from the seats. 
Mr. McCUMBER. I will protect myself in all rights. 
Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator from North Dakota a ques­

tion? 
Mr. McCUMBER. Will the Senator allow me to answer the 

Senator from South Carolina? . · 
Mr. HOAR. I thought the Senator had finishecl. 
Mr. McCUMBER. I simply say the Senator from South Caro­

lina is begging the question. The proposition that I made does 
not correspond in any respect to the statement which he makes 
here, and I think it is mere idle waste of time to create a straw 
man merely for the purpose of knocking him down. 

The proposition I made is not that any nation may not be sor­
rowful for the loss of life or for a condition that existed, but never­
theless I believe that the people of the United States are all happy 
in the thought to-day that they are one nation, and that the South 
as well as the North join in this. Now I yield to the Senator 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HO.AR. I was going to ask the Senator a-question. Sup­
pose South Carolina had refused to come into the Union when we 
formed the Constitution? Does the Senator think our fathers 
would have felt that they were justified in buying her of Great 
Britain? How does he distinguish between that and what we are 
doing now? 
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Mr. MCCUMBER. The Senator from Massachusetts and my­
self differ upon the fundamental principle. i stated as a part _of 
my argument in the very beginning, so that I could not b~ mis­
understood upon this proposition, that the islands are now, m ~aw 
and in fact, by treaty with .Spain, the propertY: of the Umted 
States, a part and pa~cel of ours~lv~~· I did n~twish to argue that 
question because it is the constitutional question tllathas already 
been arg~ed upon this floor. Once concede that they are~ part 
of the territory of the United States, and ~hen the qu_esti~n of 
their right to sever themselves from the Umted States is. a ques­
tion simply of the right to withdraw t~emselves from thIS coun-
try without the consent of the e;ountry itself. . 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, 1f the Senator will ~ardon me, I 
came in after he began; I did not h~ar the whole of his argument, 
but I understood that he was drawmg some parallel or argument 
from the case of the subjugation of the persons in arms at the 
South against the Government in our civil war. 

Mr. McCUMBER. Not at all. 
Mr. HOAR. I wished therefore to put what seemed to _me the 

exact case we are dealing with now. Does the Senator claim that 
if South Carolina bad refused to come into the Union under the 

-Constitution when we formed it in 1787 and 1789 we would have 
been justified in buying her of Great Britain? 

Mr. LODGE. How could we buy her of Great Britain? She 
was not a part of Great Britain jn 1787. . 

Mr. HOAR. The Philippine Islands were no part of Spam. 
Mr. McUUMBER. 'fhere is where we differ on the funda-

mental principle. . . 
Mr. HOAR. The questioniswhet~er we wo~ld_have be~n JtlSti­

fied in buying her from Great Britam and brm~~ h~r mto the 
Union. South Carolina had thrown off Great Britam Jt~t as the 
Filipinos had thrown off Spain. Could we have bought 1t and re-
duced it to subjugation? _ _ 

Mr. McCUMBER. First, I repudiate the suggestion made by 
the Senator that there was any subjugation in the war of the re­
bellion or that there is any subjugation~n tlie present war in the 
Philippines. It is simply a.ques~ion of~oldingt~eterritory which 
I say, in law and in fact, to-day1s American territory. Hence th_e 
point which the senior. Senator from Massachus.etts makes, 1t 
seems to me, is not applicable to the argument which I am mak­
ing here. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President, if the Senator will kindlJ: per­
mit me I should like to ask him to define what a war of subJuga­
tion is.' If it takes 400,000 lives, the services of two million and a 
half of men, and an expenditure of three billion ?f t!easure to 
regain or incorporate back into tJ:e body from which. it h~d cnt 
itself loo ea part of this country, 1s that a war of snbJugation, or 
was it just a little picnic? · 

M.r. McCUMBER. The Senator knows as well as I do that a 
country never subjugates a part of itself; that subjugation must 
apply to something that has no connection with the Government. 
The Senator's own argument answers itself. . . 

{ Mr. TILLMAN. WellJ it is a question, you know, ~~ will 
dispute about indefinitely, as to whether the contract ongmally 
made between the. thirteen States was for a confederacy or a 
nation. It is not worth while to discuss that, because tfi:e sword 
bas determined it. As to the parallel which the Senator 1s draw­
ing now in regard to the Philippine Islands, in which he asserts 
that it is a part and parcel of th!s c~untry, as much s~ as South 
Carolina is some of us do not believe it, because at the fame when 
the treaty ~as ratified Spain wa.s n?t in posses~ion of a. foot of 
that territory except the ?ity of Mamla and the city <?f Iloilo, and 
the population of those islands had ~onquered the. islands from 
the Spanish soldiers and held IlOssession, and we simply bought 
an empty title. • · 

Mr. McCUMBER. I know that is the claim of the Senator 
from South Carolina; but, as I said, that bas been very thoroughly 
argued here, and it seems to. me that the contrarY: has ~een well 
demonstrated. I do not desire to prolong the discuss10n upon 
that feature o the case. 

. • Now, Mr. President, I can not agree with th~ opponents of the 
Administration that the character of the American people has so 
changed that we can no longer trust them to follow or J?aintain 
the grand traditions of the country. I can not agree with them 
that our banner stands for any different principle now than it has 
in all our past history; that it has a different meaning on one side 
of the ocean than on the other. 

Though denied by the foes of the country, it meant for human­
ity and human liberty, when. <?ur soldiers ~ought ben.e11;t~ its 
folds, in the long years oft.he civil war. A~ his.tory h~s Jt;t~tified 
its claim ,at that time, so Just as surely will history ~us~ify the 
present just, honorable, and noble purpose of the President of 
this country toward these people. 

What is that purpose? To grant them, and not only to grant 
them but to guarantee them, liberty and prot-ection. Y 6n say 
they are entitled to liberty. If by that you mean self-government, 
and you certainly can mean nothing more-you can not mean 

• 

that they are entitled as a matter of right to anar~hy-then we 
answer we can give them s~lf-government to the highest, full~st 
extent ~f their capabilities. We can give them the only true lib­
erty, namely, the)>roadest exercise of individual right consistent 
with the equal rigbts of all others. 

But we go further; we not only purpose to give them that lib­
erty, but to guarantee it; and by w~at other method can t~at guar­
anty be maintained than by reservmg to oursleves, the right-the 
supreme right-to shape and control. 

As I have stated before, I think you must admit that these peo­
ple have not yet reached that advanced state in the march of 
civilization where they are capable of understanding the true 
principles of self-government, the true reciprocal relations between 
the government and the governed. 

we· promise to gui_de their.ship.of state into the ~aven of ~uman 
liberty. - Can we, without v10lation of. that p~omise_, turn it ov_er 
to a random crew who have not the slightest idea either of ship­
craft or of the location of that harbor? If, as assumed by some, 
they are capable of self-government-and by that I mean. a gov­
ern.men t capable of guaranteeing life, liberty, and property r1gh ts­
it will not take long to find it out; and if it be demonstrated that 
they comprehend the true meaning of liberty and free institutions 
and have back of that comprehension the sturµy cha!acter of !he 
great Germanic and Anglo-Saxon races, the founda~on on which 
must ever rest the structure of free government, then I have con­
fidence in my country that there wi~l be ac~orded them. a:mple 
opportunity in which to freely exercise the ri_ghts. and privileges 
of an intelligent and liberty-loving people. 

If on the other hand, as we claim, they have not yet reached 
that degree of civilization requisite for proper self-government, 
that they a~e not yet capable of f~rmi?g a: goveri;iment and con­
ducting it m such manner that 1t will give to its people.those 
rights of life, liberty, and property s~ ~acredly guard~d .m all 
nations of Teutonic or Anglo-Saxon origm, but have withm the 
germ from which all this may be evolyed, then I want to say to 
the opponents of the Administration:s policy that I know of no 
atmosphere more conduciye to ~he growt~ of the. tender flower of 
human liberty than that m which floats its holiest_ emblem, the 
banner of our own country. I know of no richer soil than that 
which has been baptized with the blood of fr~edom's s~ns .. I 
know of no influence more potent for good, for right, for Justice, 
for civilization than the practical.administration by this great 
exponent of human rights, the only i·epublic in spirit as well. as 
in name, of its equal laws, conceived in equity a~d enforced _with 
rigid ju tice and equality, i_n all· the commer~ial and ~usmess 
relations of the country. Fifty years of such mfluen~e. ~n tl?-ese 
islands will produce more advancement, a greater c1V1lization, 
than can be evolved by them in a thousand years if left a prey 
to other great powers and their own internal dissensions. 

I have noticed, a.a a rule, that tbp pessimist always ignores every 
rule of logic in arriving at his direful conclusions. And the pes­
simistic objectors to American expansion are no exception to the 
rule. In one breath they talk of how up to the present time the 

'people of this country have always in their character represen_ted 
the greatest generosity, the broadest and noblest idea of humamty. 
of human liberty, and the inherent rights of mankind the world 
has ever known; they talk of the grandeur of the ~hai:acter of ~he 
founders of this Republic, of the people who rose m righ~eous U?-­
dignation against the tyranny of monarchy; they tell us now this 
people, the descendants of those great fathers and the children of 
other climes, who, breathing the pure air of political and per~onal 
freedom, and becoming imbued and permeated with its spirit, 
have unto this day, maintained the sturdy, national character_, 
that characteristic spirit of benevolence, of justice, to all people. 

And then they tell ns of the injustice, the crime, that will be 
committed by om country, by these · same people, against the in­
habitants of this island, of the greed and love of power, of em~ 
pire, that is back of our intention; that these people, now 
amounting to about 80,000,000, born of such parents, have by 
some unknown, some unaccountable freak of nature suddenly 
become arrested. in their moral development; that the great law 
of heredity has for the first time in "the history of creation been 
violated by the Creator Himself; that the old, stancl:~, Ameri­
can spirit IS suddenly found to be dead, and that a servilx people 
lost to all the virtues of their ancestors, and all of then· own, 
which existed up to December, 1898, that the people ~ho in April, 
with hearts bursting in sympathy for human suffer11:1g, waged. a 
war and gave their blood and treasure for human~ty only, m 
December are waging a war for conquest only, and: hke demons, 
are hunting down people for prey alone. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President-
Mr. McCUMBER. And they proclaim that these people, now 

l)Umbering about 80,000,000. will bow like slave~ beneath the arm 
of a military power of 100,000 drawn from their own ranks and 
representing their own character. and that militarism will become 
the governing power of the nation. 

.. 
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Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President-
Mr. McCUMBER. I will yield to the Senator in a very short 

time when I will be through. 
That the people whose ancestors, against fearful odds, with an 

almost superhuman energy, so strong were tkeir convictions of 
right, threw off the yoke of · monarchy of their own accord are 
now ready to embrace again this galling burden. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sena.tor will susnend. The 
Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which will 
be stated. . . 

The SECRETARY. A bill (S. 23"55) in relation to th~suppression 
of insurrection in, and to the government of, the Philippine Islands, 
ceded by Spain to the United States by the treaty concluded at 
Parison the loth day of December, 1898. 

Mr. McCUMBER. I am speaking on the same subject, and I 
will proceed. 

Mr. President, do not these opponents know that such a sud­
denly changed condition would be as impossible as that the rose 
should bear a thistle or the acorn a willow? . 

Never in the history ef the world has a people worthy of liberty 
lost their freedom through the acts of their own government. It 
has been only when corruption, eff~minacy, and lack of manly 
virtue, through long years of accumnlat1on, had become the 
dominant character of a people that it became possible to tl'ample 
on their rights. 

It -was only when they had become servile and cowardly by 
nature 'that their standing armies became their masters rather than 
their servants. I emphatically deny that any such condition, or 
even the germ of it, exists in our country. 

I assert thatthe standard of patriotism, of honor, of integrity, and 
justice is just as strong to-day as ever in our history, and upon 
that foundation of American character I believe I can 1;1afely 
build my hopes for a glorious outcome of every advaD;ced step in 
our national life, including our territorial expansion. 

I have a; right, therefore, to present these direct questions to the 
opponents of our Philippine policy. Have you not faith in the 
honor of your country? Do you believe that its sovereignty over 
any people on earth will be a detriment tu that people? Do you 
not believe that a better civilization will be developed in those 
islands under American control than under any other possible 
conditions? Have vou still faith in the sense of justice of the 
American people; and if you have, can not you trust to the future, 
trust your own people, your. own country, to do that whic~ is 
right and just and honorable by these people, as a closer acquamt­
ance with their needs and conditions shall show proper? 

If you Jack this faith, if you believe that we have degenerated 
to snch a degree that we can not be trusted-if that is your fear, 
then by that spirit of sincerity which should govern every argu­
ment, by the soul of honesty which should influence every rea­
son, you should tell the American people of their sad diverge~ce 
from the path of political honor and rectitude, that they may with 
introspective view appreciate the sudden abortion of their moral 
faculties. If you do not believe this, if you do not lack faith in 
the people, then trust them in t?is m.at~r as: in all others. . 

If the time ever comes when right, Justice, interest, or huma.mty 
requires that we should relea e our COlltro1, I have confidence in 
my country to do that which is absolu~e ~ustice-. . . . 

Believing myself that the great ma3or1ty of the American peo­
ple feel that our country can b9 trusted in all .questions of moral 
dnty and right, I am willing to test their faith in a vote of confi­
dence on this question in the coming campaign. 

Mr. WOLCOTT and Ur. TILLlIAN addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Colorado. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. I ask that the Philippine bill ·be temporarily 

laid aside and that the Senate proceed to. the consideration of the 
Post-Office appropriation bill. The Senator from lliinois [Mr. 
MASO~l had the floor when we adjourned. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen.a.tor from Colorado asks 
that the unfinished business be temporarily laid aside and that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the Post-Office appropria­
tion bill. The Chair hears no objection. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid­
eration of the bill (H. R. 10301) making appropriations for the 
service· of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1901, the pending question being on the amendment re­
ported by the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, on page 
17, afte1· line 9, to insert: 

For transportation of mail by pneumatic tube, or other similar devices, by 
purchase or otherwise, 5725,000. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. The Senator from Illinois fMr. :MASON] was 
proceeding with his remarks yesterday. -

Mr. MASON. Mr. President--
Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator from Illinois iw.rmit me to offer 

an amendment to the bill? 
Mr. WOLCOTT. I suggest to my colleague on the committee 

that other amendments will be in- order after the committee 
amendments are disposed of, and the Senate is now considering a 
committee at.:.lendment. 

Mr. CLAY. That is all right; that course is entirely satisfac­
tory. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. The time for· the introduction of amend­
ments will come after the committee amendments ate disposed of. 
It is the last committee amendment that we are now considering. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I shall take but a few moments 
at this hour, unless something is .presented that may require a re­
ply. I want to call the attention of Senato1·s briefly to the state­
ment made by the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Mr. 
Shallenberger, in charge of this branch of the service. He was 
speaking upon the question of increasing therevenfies of the Gov­
ernment by increasing the special-delivery service. He said: 

What I mean to say is this: We can increase jndefinite1y the special-deliv­
ery Sel'vice, and ha.-e in adclition to it all of the Western Union and Postal 
Telegraph delivery service, if we put our elves in a proper condition to do 
it. If we have these tubes connecting the various tations with the central 
office- · 

I ought to say tight here that in New York one of the difficul­
ties is that there are nine offices between the post-office and the 
Forty-second street station, and tubes are connected, I think, with 
but three out of the nine--

If we liave these tnbes-
Says the Second Assistant Postmaster-\Xenera1-
If we ~\Te these tubes connecting the variotts stations With the centi·al 

office, and have our delivery boys as now, who are very anxious to take .at 8 
cents apiece, these letters, soon, with three or four times the number of let­
terfl, they would be very glad to take them at half the costA and i.tl.stead of 8 
cents they would be glad to take them at 4 cent . So, indennitely we can in­
crease the use of our pneumatic-tube service and increase the delivery of 
special-delivery letters, on which 'the bu.sine s of the Post-Office Depa.rtmeut 
is extremely profitable, as we can do it in no other way; and, as I have said, 
bnsiness men hale reached the :point when the expenditut·e of money to se· 
cure a certain result is not considered. The results are what they aro after. 

I read further: 
The entire country-

! beg that Senators will hear what the Second Assistant Post­
master-General has to say npon thi. subject. It has been claimed 
here that only the cities will get the benefit of this ~ervice. The 
Postmaster-General shows conclusively how it iB a benefit to 
everyone and to every community-

The entire country is interested in the expedlt1on of mail. It ha ,.been 
said that if we can only save twenty minutes, for instance, in reaching the 
central office after the arrival of the- train, we have simply saved twenty 
minutes of time. Itis not so. In my judgment, mails coming into the Gran?! 
Central station, and arriving there just in time to be sent through the pneu­
matic tube in seven minutes to the central office, reach there for the first 
delivery of the mail. That first delivery of the mail gets to the banks in time 
for the clearing house. The second delivet·;r~two hours later-does not 
reach in time for the clearing house. It is laid aside and goes into the next 
day's clea.rances·of all the great ban1..-s of the citr.. One days interE:lst is lost 
to every bank in the country sending tho a rem1ttahces. 

Now, the ~ame is true with reference to the mall which fa dispatched from 
the city. If mail can be tnade up half an hour later from the central office 
and sent to tlle G1•and Central station,i.3t mile away, and make that fa t 
train to Chicago. by the time it gets to tit. Paul, St. Louis, or 'an Francirno 
a day s time has been saved; so all the business of the country has been ex­
pedited, and to that extent it is involved. So the local service, while it may e 
the revenue-paying part, is not the part in which th~ countty at large is so 
mu.ch interested a.s it is in the very prom pt deli >ery of mails received in a great 
city in the ea1·ly morning hours and th~_prompt dispatch of that return mail 
in the late evening hours of the day. Tho entire country at large is inter­
e ted in the corre pondence that goes into .and comes out of a great city, and 
89 per cent of all the mail originating in the 175 first·-class cities of this coun­
try goes on the raih'oads· 11 per cent of it only is loct.U mail; s:> when we in­
stitute expedition of service we are serving the country at large in that pro­
portion, 89 per cent of it going to the railroads for dispatch. as com\)al"ed · 
with the 11 per cent which is local mail and is handled by the electnc-car 
and other service." 

Mr. President, yon can hardly conceive of the advantage. Snp­
pase we save only twenty minutes. It is shown by the Postmaster­
General (and the illustrations are familiar to every Senator) that 
in many of those cases you save a whole day. If it is going to an 
outgoing mail steamer, we have had illustrations here before the 
committee where they save two weeks. By just the loss of the 
last half an hour it will be two weeks before another steamer sail 
to some distant port in South America. • 

Then I want Senators to understand that when yon save twenty 
minutes or forty minutes or a day it is not for one letter. As to 
the great pneumatic tube in Philadelphia, the postmaster testifies 
that 9-! per cent of all the first-c1ass mail that goes from his post­
office to the station goes through that tube, and from twenty min­
utes to twenty-four hours are saved, not on one piece of mail, but 
five or six hundred thousand a day. You can not conceive of the 
amount of time saved, yon can not conceive of the amount of 
benefit it is to the people who use these pneumatic tubes. 

The Senator from Colorado [Mr. WOLCOTT] said: Oh, but we 
picked ont 27 cities when this company that was to be benefited 
made the proposition, and that had some political bearing in this 
matte1. Twenty-seven c1t1es were selected for which this com­
pany-the Batcheller Company-offered to give service for $2,500,-
000 a year, instead of $23,000,000 a year, as the Senato1· said a year 
ago and repeated this year. Those 27 cities were selected by the 

. , 
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Po t-0.ffice Department., and contain each 100,000 people or in the 
neighborhood of 100,000 people. 

The Senator called attention also to the fact that many of the 
po tmasters had changed their minds. I spoke particularly.of the 
Ghic[igo postmaster. I talked with him about it when the matter 

a first discussed. He never was opposed to the underground 
system of carrying mail, because he saw the difficulty with crowded 
streets in times of processions, in times of storms. He saw the 
difficulty of taking the mail from the post-office to the depot. 

But Mr. Gordon had another theory. He thought it was more 
important to have larger tutes, and it seemed to me at that time 
that he wa.s right; but. as a matter of fact, it does not require 
large tubes to remove these letters. They are started the moment 
they drop in the post-office, and a small tube does the work. The 
idea was to have a tube large enough to carry a mail bag; but 
when it becomes necessary in the transportation of mails from one 
depot to another, you may take the city of Chicago as an illustra­
tion. · Suppose half a car or a wagon load goes in on the North­
western that is to be divided and sent on the Lake Shore and 
Michigan Southern, or half of it south. The1·e would not be so 
great a saving in time in a large tube that would carry the mail 
across, because it all goes in bulk, and one wagonload would carry 
it to the different stations. The time may come when the crowded 
condition of the streets may make it necessary to separate the 
mail on a mail car and transport it underground through tubes in 
a sack from one train to another. Yet as a matter of fact ten or 
fifteen minutes are necessary to transfer the trains; and they can 
arrange the schedule so that the pneumatic tube will reeeive the 
letter the moment it is dropped into the post-office stations and is 
sent on it.c:; way to the station. 

Does the Senator mean to suggest for a moment that the post­
masters have some interest in this? They had a national conven­
tion here in Washington. They saw the workmanship of the 
tube. The convention was made up early in the present Adntin­
istration, and there were many Democrats and many Republicans 
here in the postal convention. By unanimous vote the postmas­
ters of this country approved this system. Can it be possible 
that the Senator would indicate that · some improper influences 
wern brought to bear upon the postmasters of this country? The 
truth of the matter is that this is a fight between progress and a 
step backward; it is a fight between the delivery of mail in four 
minutes and four hours; it is a fight in a certain way between 
civilization and progress and the men who are hauling the mails 
in wagons and making an immense amount of money out of it and 
who do not want to lose their contracts. 

Yesterday I called the attention of the. Senate to the statement 
of the postmaster a.t Philadelphia as to the saving in equipment 
alone, YOU understand that when the mail goes through the 
pneumatic tubes and lands at the station the bags are completely 
filled. Senators woukl be surprised to know that when the Gov­
ernment has to weigh the mail there is such a large percentage of 
the bags that are only partially filled that the weight of the equip­
ments is nearly 60 per cent of the total weight of the mail. Since 
they have been using the pneumatic tubes, the Philadelphia. post­
master states that they have saved $11,000 in the matter of carry­
ing the equipment alone, and the Brooklyn postmaster gives simi­
lar testimony. 

.As to the question where this extra money is to be used, Mr. 
Shallenberger, the Second Assistant Postmaster-General, in charge 
of this matter, says: 

Mr. SHALLENB"ERGER. There has been no estimate whatever as to the 
place in which thiswouldfinally be u.sed. It was deemed besttoleaveitin the 
discretion of the Postmaster-Genoral, and to expend it only after a very 
careful inve ti~a.tion t o be made of the .several propositions before us from 
the different ct ties. Tho e proposition bave been allowed to lie on our desk 
untouched, for the reason that Congress has provided that no additional con­
tract shall be made-no extension of tho service shall be made-until specif­
ically authorized by law, and hence, while these propositions have been ac­
cumulating, we have said to all who make a request for additional service, 
"We will be glad to have propo ition.s come, but we will not consider any 
one of them, or make any investigation whatever-not any of them-until 
Congress is disposed to put in the hands of the Postmaster-Genel'a-1 a fund." 

So, Mr. President, in the cities where it is now used it is not 
yet in a state of perfection. They have not yet pipes enough. 
They have not tubing enough. In the city of Boston they are 
asking for additional funds, not nece~sarily, not wholly for the 
bern~fit of the additional service, bnt to make more useful the 
service they already have there. 

I think I will take no further time of the Senate at present, 
unless something is said to require an answer. Before I sit down, 
however, I want to recapitulate. 

We have shown here the marvelous decrease in the cost of pro­
ducing these tubes. We have shown hern the direct proposition 

. ·from one company at least, who own a large number of patents, 
and who state they can manufacture and lay the tubing cheaper 
now than heretofore. We show a proposition from them to put 
it in 27 cities, containing in the neighborhood of 100,000 people 
each, at 10 per cent of the estimate named by the chairman of 

the committee~ who has propo ed tliis committee amendment. 
The other members of the committee have given this matter con­
siderable thought and attention as well as the chairman, and 'Ye 
believe that the Boston office ought to be perfected; that the New 
York, the Phil&.delphi.a, and the Brooklyn offices ought to be per­
fected, and yon certainly can not improve this service if you are 
going to leave those cities exactly where they now are. 

I submit to the Senate that we are not at the mercy of these cor­
porations. We can say to them at the end of a year from the 1st 
of next month, when I understand all tlie contracts will have ex­
pired, when- the corporation approaches the postmaster at PhiL'l­
delphia and says, ' 'We would like to cany yo11r mail in pneumatic 
tnbes"-the Postmaster~General can then say, as he does. to the 
raikoads, ' 'We will give you this price, and it i_s a fair-price." 
This Congress can not go into details and pass upon the q.uestion 
of price. We must trust the Postmaster-General in this as we 
do in many other thing.a. 

This additional appropriation will perfect the system in these 
cities, and it will give a small amount to the city of Chicago to 
start on its way in this service. ·The Postmast.er-General has 
said-I do not know that it is in this report-the city of Chicago 
is the place best adapted for it on account of the ease with which 
pipes can be laid there and from the fact that the city is level 
and there is no difficult place to lay the pipes. I have no doubt 
the Postmaster-General will carry out his idea and give us a start 
in the city of Chicago. But if you stop, and leave it simpl:v in 
the cities already tmder contract, I want to say that I am ~not 
opposed to providing for the fervice in the cities where it is 
already under contract, but I say you are simply standing in the 
way of advancement in the handling of the mail matter. There 
is no man con:aected with the Post-Office Depa1·tment, there is no 
man who has ever seen the system in operation, so far as I know, 
who does not believe it ought to be had by the people of the 
country, and certainly by the city of Chicago, which is the second 
cityf:>f the United States. · I think you ought to give us fair play 
and a fair deal. New York has it and will continue to have it. 
Brooklyn which is only three or four minutes across the bridge, 
has it, and gets it without any trouble. 

These companies have made two propositions. They made a 
proposition to allow the Govemment to take possession of their 
factory and to give the use of their :patents absolutely free if 
they would construct it at the actual cost and give them 10 per 
cent, which is 5 per cent less than is allowed the people who have 
patents on the canceling machines. . 

There are other Senators who desire to be heard upon this mat­
ter, and so I will yield the floor now, reserving the right to speak 
again if necessary. 

Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a ques­
tion for information only? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly; I hope you will. 
Mr. SPOONER. I suppose this service must be confined to 

cities, of course. Has the committee considered the practic~bility 
of an additional charge by the Government for this service? 

Mr. MASON. I do not know. I never have, and I am on the 
committee. It is a matter that can b~ taken up when we once get 
the pipes down. The Government is alone to use them, and it 
will fix the price. I have no doubt that would be a very proper 
question; but it is not the theory of the United States Govern­
ment to make e~tra charges for extra service, as is done in Euro~ 
pean countries. Of course for a special-delivery letter we charge 
10 cents; but the carrier servjce is delivered at the same price as 
mail not sent by carriers. But I say the question has never been 
before the committ.ee when I have been present of charging au 
extra few cents for the extra service. That, however, is a ques­
tion that can be taken up hereafter. 

I think very likely the Postmaster-General, who has given the 
matter thought, and men on the committee, who have given it 
thought, believe that the increase in business will more than pay 
the exh·a expense; and I beg Senators to remember, when they talk 
about decreasing the price of wagon service, that in the city of 
New York a wagon company had a. contract, and the pneumatic­
tube service, another company, has a contract. They are both 
anxious to keep their whole machines going, In the city of Phil­
adelphia, where there is harmony between the post-office, the 
pneumatic-tube company, and the wagon company, the latest 
statement is that they intend to do the work. A witness before 
the committee sail} they were doing with six wagons now what it 
took eleven wagons before to do. The statement was that they 
would reduce them much below that. He states that 94 per cent 
of thls clas.s of mail goes from the post-office to tbe station through 
the tubes. and part of the other 5 or 6 per cent is sent largely in 
wagons between 12 o'clock at night and 2 o'clock in the morning . 

Mr. PLATT of Connecticut. Ma~ I ask the Senator a question? 
Mr. MASON. Certainly. 
M.r. PLATT of Connecticut. The chairman of the committee, 

in speaking of this proposition, alluded to the very great disparity 
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in the price paia for the service in different cities-very much 
more per mile in New York, perhaps, than in Boston and in Phil­
adelphia. I do not remember the exact facts. Will the Senator 
give some explanation upon what the pay is based-the service, 
the cost, or the distance, or why it is that this difference exists? 

Mr. MASON. I will answer the Senator's suggestion as well 
as I can. This is like all other devices in their infancy. For 
instance, we paid $160 a ton for rails until we got to manufac­
turing them ourselves, ~nd then we reduced the cost to eighteen 
or twenty dollars a ton, and that is exactly the case here. When 
they first laid the tubes in New York, I will say to the Senator, 
the company had to pay a premium for crossing in front of certain 
blocks. The city does not control the street rights. In one case 
the evidence shows the payment of a premium as high as S3,000 
for the privilege of passing along one block or part of a block so 
as to get the pipes down. Every one of the pipes laid in New 
York was bored out to the smooth condition which is necessary 
by hand power. They are now bored by machinery, and it is said 
that they could lay 12 miles j.n the city of Chicago for less than 
they have laid 4 miles in New York. 

Mr. PLATT of Connecticut. Then the charge is based to some 
extent on the cost of the plant? 

Mr. MASON. There is no doubt about that. The matter is all 
in the hands of the Postmaster-General, who has all the informa­
tion and who knows what it costs, Then I want to say to the 
Senator that at the end of four years-for the contract is only 
made for four years-the Postmaster-General could say," we will 
make another contract now/' or "we will not." If we get the 
system in the city of Chicago, we will get the benefit of lower 
rates. I will say that there is no company which has engaged in 
this .business that has ever paid a dollar of dividends, and, as I am 
informed, they have defaulted on some of their bonds. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. But the Senato!' from Illinois is aware that 
the testimony shows that the New York _stock was largely watered, 
and that it went through a construction company. • 

Mr. MASON. Very well; as longas it doesnotdrawanywater 
from Uncle Sam yon ought not to complain, nor ought anybody 
else. This water has no value. But what I insist upon is this, that 
every one who has given this matter thought, every one who is 
interested in handling the mails in the Post-Office Department­
the Department under President Cleveland aild now under Presi­
dent McKinley-has recommended this service; and it saves be­
yond any one's power to estimate. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a ques· 
tion? 

Mr. l\IASON. Yes, sir. I shall be very glad to answer any 
question I can. · 

Mr. CAFFERY. What part of this 8725,000 proposed to be ap­
propriated for this pneumatic-tube service is now applied or is to 
be applied to New York, Boston, and Philadelphia, and what will 
remain? 

Mr . .l\IASON. Two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, 
in round nnm bers. 

l\Ir. CAFFERY. In what cities is it proposed to establish this 
pneumatic mail-tube service besides New York and the other cities 
which have been named? 

Mr. MASON. We hope to get it in the greatest city in the 
world, and of course the Senator knows what city that is when I 
make the statement. But we have no assurance from the Post­
master-General, except he said that if the proper appropriations 
be made the tube service would be very useful in Chicago, possi­
bly because that is the greatest mail-distributing point in the 
United States. 

Mr. CAFFERY. Will all of this sum remaining after the 
amount which is to be applied to New York, Boston, and Phila­
delphia be appropriated to the service in Chicago? 

Mr. MASON. Certainly not; because there are applications for 
the extension of the service in Boston, where it is said it can be 
made of double the value and perhaps quadruple the value it now 
is by a very small expenditure of money; and it is said that the 
service in New York can be increased also. I understand that an 
increase is a1so asked for in Philadelphia. We want this service 
in Chicago. We can not hope to be in a position to earn perhaps 
any part of this appropriation this coming year. 

Mr. CAFFERY. I will say to the Senator that we have the 
next largest city in the United States in my State-that is New 
Orleans; and I should like to preempt a part of this money for that 
city. 

if we can get this system established in Chicago. The Postmas­
ter-General is a very capable man, and, I believe, one of the best 
equipped men in the United States. This puts into his hands 
$500,000-I do not remember the exact amount of the appropriation 
for rural free delivery--

Mr. WOLCOTT. One million seven hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars. . 

Mr. MASON. One million seven hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars additional app1·opriation for rural free delivery. No one 
in a city objects to that, because when you help to expedite the 
mails in the country you help to expedite the mails in the city; 
and when you help yourselves you help us. It puts in the hands of 
the Postmaster-General a limited power. Under the bill he can 
say, ''If you will furnish a certain amount of service for Chicago, 
we will pay you so much a year for it;" and when the contract 
has expired there is no such thing .as holding the Government 
by the throat. The Goveimment does not have to pay at the time 
when the contract is terminated, and the contracts are not· made 
for longer than four years. The Government will then be in a. 
position to say to the people who own the tubes, ''We will fix the 
price; we will treat you just as we do the railroad companies, and 
you will have to take the price we fix, or get nothing." All the 
money invested in this enterprise in Philadelphia, in New York, 
in Boston, and in Brooklyn, amounting to hundreds of thousands 
of dollars, will be lying there idle, and the House of Representa­
tives, in a panic, cuts off the appropriation for this business in the 
appropriation bill by refusing to pay existing contracts. 

I say these people are at the mercy of the Government. We can 
trusttheGovernment; we cantrustthe Postmaster-General; and I 
appeal to my colleagues in this body to give us some of the benefits of 
this appropriation. We have in the neighborhood of three and.a 
half million people in Chicago. We earn more than you will pay for 
the service. The increase of the mail there is so great that it is 
almost impossible to handle it. 

The Postmaster-General has written me a letter this morning 
in which he states that they intend to give us in Chicago as fair a 
share as they possibly can of the increased appropriations; and 
yet they can not give us enough to meet one-half of the actual de­
mands and needs of the post-office · in the city of Chicago. I say 
we earn that money. I do not suppose there will be an earning 
of 550,000 for the next twelve months for the city of Chicago in 
developing this new enterprise. It is to give the people the benefit 
of it. 

There never has been a petition presented from this city of Chi· 
cago so universally signed as the petitions which have bern pre­
sented here in favor of the establishment of this service. Every 
banker has signed such a petition-and the bankers kn.ow what 
they are asking for-every manufacturing establishment has 
signed it; the largest wholesale houses and retail merchants have 
signed it. I think the least that ought to be done is that the 
Congress of the United States should give us the same advantages 
that are given to Eastern cities. 

Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a ques­
tion? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. SPOONER. Was the committee unanimous in recom­

mending the continuance of the service· in New York, B03ton, and 
PhiladeJ phia.? 

Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. I do not understand that any one on 
the committee opposed continuing the service. 

Mr. SPOONER. If the service is a valuable service, important 
to commerce, and renders, all things considered, full and fair com­
pensation, so that it should be continued in New York, in Boston, 
and in Philadelphia, upon what theory is it that this improvement 
should be confined to the East, and that the great city of Chicago 
should be deprived of its advantages? 

Mr. MASON. There is no reason, Mr. President, and there is 
no good argument for the suggestion. I heard the chairman of 
the committee say the other day that there was a proposition to 
cut off all of the appropriation; but I never heard of any such 
statemeut made before the committee by any one. It may be that 
some Senator, when I was absent from the committee, said he be­
lieved in cutting off all of this appropriation; but the service in 
those cities is now under contract. 

Mr. SPOONER. If it is not a good thing, if it is too expeµsive 
to justify its continuance it ought to be cut off, 

Mr. MASON. Yes. 
Mr. SPOONER. But if it is not to be cut off, if it is to be con­

tinued and the whole country is to be taxed for its continuance, 
why should it not be extended? 

Mr. MASON. The contract expires next year--

Mr. MASON. New Orleans is, I believe, one of the cities men­
tioned in the27; and I think, as an old friend of mine used to say, 
it is a mean man who will not promise a pup whether be bas one 
to give or not. So far as I a~ concerned, I want Chicago to ha e Mr. HALE. Was it not the fact that after the debate in an­

other branch the entire appropriation for all these cities was cut 
off? 

a part of the benefit of this service; and I think it will be, I will 
say, not only a benefit to Chicago, but to everyone in the State 
and in the country, for Chicago is a city that belongs not only to 
Illinois. but it belongs to this whole nation. There is no Senat-0r 1-
in this body whose constituents wiH not get a part of the benefit 

Mr. MASON. Yes. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. The whole of them. 
Mr. HALE. It was proposed to put on, in addition to those 
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three cities, a general, all-embracing scheme covering twenty-seven We must trust somebody in these matters; we must leave them 
cities, and the House struck it all off. to some Depa1·tment of the Government. 

Mr. MASON. The scheme embraced is simply this: The House Mr. HOAR. I should like to be permitted to say that I have~ 
committee recommended the same amendment verbatim that the watched this debate with great interest, and have not yet deter­
Senate committee recommended, but when it came up for discµs- mined what my duty will be when the question comes to a vote, : 
sion, the matter having been referred to in another body, a gen- but I want to get information. I understand that the Boston or 
tleman upon the floor stated that- New England company is made up of men of high character, ab-

l\1r. HALE. I was not asking the Senator to explain how it was solutely incapable-I know some of them-of engaging in any 
done, but only the general question whether the House did not investment for the purpose of plundering or swindling or getting. 
stl'ike it all out. extortionate terms out of the Government; and although it may 

Mr. MASON. The other House struck it all out. be tru~ that for an bfvestment of 563,000 they get $9,000, or what-· 
1\ir. HALE. Of course we can not discuss what took place in ever the sum is, yet it should be borne in mind that it is not the 

that body. mere cost of the plant, but all the service, repairs, salaries, pay-· 
Mr. MASON. The chairman of the committee referred to it. ments to agents, payments for wagons, so far as the supply wag­

I do not propose to mention any gentleman there by name. It is onsareconcerned, and thatit is anarrangementwheretheinvestor 
only necessary to say that, after a brief discussion, things which is very likely to lose his entire capital at the end of four years, or 
had transpired, which had no relevancy and no bearing upon the two years, because the other side have the control of the rates to 
question, were sprung upon the House, and the House was stam- be paid, and under those circumstances 15 per cent is not a great 
peded, and struck out the whole provision, which included the payment on the capital invested, it seems to me. 
$225,000 now under contract. If I may be pardoned a moment further, contracts with gas 

Mr. TILLMAN. Will the Senator yield to me? companies throughout the country have been made always on the 
Mr. MASON. Yes. 1 theory that the gas companies may at any time be driven out by 
:Mr. TILLMAN. I was not present yesterday, but from the re- electric-light companies; and t.here is always a danger that the 

port in the papers and from a huITied glance through the RECORD authorities of a city may order them to take up their pipes. When. 
this morning, I see that the chairman of the committee-who is a the contract with the company terminates, the whole va ue, the 
very thorough investigator of all matters before his committee, as whole capital, is swept away. There is no use for pneumatic 
I know from my service with him on the Interstate Commerce tubes laid in the streets when theGovernmentrefusestonsethem: 
Committee-seems to say that this thing is an extravagance and a So 15 per cent is, under the~e circumstances, not immoderate 
waste, if not a steal, and I do not understand how the Senator can compensation on the capital invested. 
claim that the committee is unanimous for the restoration of this Mr~ MASON. This company that has built the line tenders to 
appropriation. the Government absolute control of its outfit, estimating it at 

.Mr. MASON. I did not say anything of the kind. actual cost, at a rental equivalent to lOpercent. But I thinkmy-
~Ir. ·TILLMAN. I understood the Senator to say so. self it would not be a wise plan to enter into a scheme of that kind, 
Mr. MASON. If you had listened carefully you would not have because it is in its infancy. Let us take the largest cities; let us 

so understood. The question was whether there was any dispute develop it as it goes along. The city of Chicago is in some ways 
in the committee about paying two hundred and odd thousand perhaps the second city. These Eastern cities have it. They have 
dollars for New York. ' determined to keep it. They know it is a good thing. It benefits 

Mr. TILLMAN. I thoughtitwasas totheentireappropriation them and itbenefi.tsus; and1f yon takethepnenmatic-tubeservic;:e 
that you said the committee were unanimous. out of New York to-day, you would do an injury to everyone else 

Mr. MASON. Not at all. who has business relations with New York. We save on a large 
Mr. ·TfLLMAN. If it is to pay our debts under contract, I can share of the mail twenty-four hours by having the mail delivered 

understand it. That is a different thing. in the morning. 
Mr. MASON. I want to say that the chairman of the commit- Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President-. 

tee did not make any such statement as that it was a steal. Mr. MASON. I explained and illustrated that, but the Senator 
Mr. TILLMAN. Re said extravagance or waste, and I put in was busy on something else. If the mail goes through the tubes 

"steal" myself, just interpreting as I thought his language, which in the last twenty minutes prior to the departure of the morning 
was more euphemistic. fast train-twenty or thirty minutes-and it is a he!tVY mail, a 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator a question; and when he first-class mail, it is delivered next morning in Chicago. If it 
makes his answer to the other, he can at the same time answer does not go through the pneumatic tubes, but by wagon, it goes 
mine? in the night mail and reaches Chicago at night . and is not de':. 

Mr. MASON. Certainly. livered until the following morning. That is a class of ma.il on 
Mr. HOAR. Do I understand it was claimed bytheconimittee, which we save twenty-four hours between New York and Chi­

or by anybody, that in the Boston pneumatic-tube arrangement, cago. 
the contract there was extravagant, or that there was any dishon- Mr. TILLMAN. I see, as corroborative of what I said a 
esty in the company which constructed it? moment ago, that the Senator from Colorado, the chairman of the 

Mr. ·l\IASON. No, sir; there was not. committee, in his speech yesterday afternoon used the following 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Will the Senator from Illinois permit me to language:. . 

answer the :Senator from Massachusetts? 
Mr. MASON. Yes. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. I will give this fact, that in Boston there is 

now in operation seventy-four one-hundredths of a mile of pneu­
matic tube, which renders very excellent service, from the general 
post-office to one of the stations in Boston, for which the sum of 
·9,000 a year is allowed, or at the rate of $12,162 per mile, part of 

which is paid for wagon service. The president of that company 
wants to build a line from the post-office to the other union station 
in th~t city, and though it is only 3,300 feet to the station, the 
proposition is to charge the Government $45. 000 for that extension. 

.Mr. l\IASON. I wish simply to call attention to the fl!ct that 
the Senator from Colorado, the chairman of the committee, has 
made my speech for me. There is not any reason in the world 
why the Postmaster-General can not have just as satisfactory serv­
ice in Chicago as there is in Boston. It is undoubtedly true, as 
the Se~ator says, that the Bq,stoncompany will want more service 
and want more pay; but, Mr. President, the Postmaster-General 
passes upon that; the Government of the United States passes 
upon that. It takes two to make a bargain. The Senator has 
stated that it is a very satisfactory service, and there is not any rea­
son why now, in the light of the reduced cost, in the light that 
the Postmaster-General has, that he can not start out with a new 
system, a new plant, we can not trust the Postmaster-General to 
make a contract for laying the pipes, and why we can not use 
them just as satisfactorily in Chicago as the chairman says they 
do in Boston at this time. The mere fact that the manager of 
that company does want more money is no argument why we 
should not have this system in Chicago . . He will not get more 
money unless the Postmaster-General says the service is worth it. 

I say that in my opinion there bas never been presented in the few years 
I have been in the Senate a scheme which seemed to open the door to such 
flagrant abuses as does this. Nobody is demanding this; nobody is crying 
for it. True, thq boards of trade declare for it. They will declare for any­
thing that will hasten the transmission of the mails; but intelligent mer­
chants do not want it at the undue expense of the taxpayer of the country. 
or at an expense that is beyond its value and beyond that which is just and 
right~ 

Lower down he stated--
Mr. MASON. Let me say right here, in answer to that-­
Mr. TILL.MAN. Let me get through. Lower down he says: 
I say, Mr. President, that we ought to pass over this question now. We 

can, if we will, leave the $225,000; but all the pneumatic-tube advocates, who, 
~s ~say, ha.ve been swarming ar~und here all through this winter session, do 
ms1st that it shall be an or nothing. They say they want the $725,000 or not a 
cent; a.nd they are large stockholders in the present existing service. If they 
~n stand doing with~ut it, I think the .People can stand doing without it, for 
it saves but twelv~ mmutes on a very imperfect service between the Grand 
Central station and the general post-office in New York City. 

l\Ir. MASON: If the Senator had been here, he would not have 
read that; and if he had heard my answer, he would hti.ve known 
that I completely dispelled the dream of the Senator and ex­
plained that he made a very great mistake in both particulars. 

.l\fr. TILLMAN. I direct the attention of the Senator from 
Colorado to the fact that the Senator from Illinois said he dispelled 
a dream which he had yesterday. · 

Mr. MASON. Yes. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I have not seen any sign of a dream flying out 

of the Chamber. Which way did it go? · · 
Mr. MASON. When the Senator from South Carolina hears 

that I am going to make a speech he should remain in the Cham­
ber. 
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Mr. CHANDLER" Mr. President-
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from illinois 

yield to the Senator from New Hampshire? 
Mr. CHANDLER. I thought both Senators had fini bed. I do 

not want to speak: until they both get through. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I wish to add one word, and ·that is if the 

Senator from 111inois is merely contending for his share of this 
cloudy or· shady transaction or the amount involved in it, 1 sym­
pathize with him very hea1·ti1y. You gentlemen know that I 
have announced boldly here that when a steal is going on I should 
like to have my share for South Carolina; and if the Senator from 
Illinois is merely desiriilg tq get his shai·e of this beef, I ~ympa­
thize with him and ca.n understand why he wants the amendment 
to go through as reported. 

Mr. MASON. I wish to say, in response to the Senator from 
South Carolina, that there is nothing cloudy about this transac­
tion . . There never has been any cloud on this transaction. There 
are different interests here as there always are. There are those 
who believe in the wagons carrying the mails, because they have 
friends running the wagons, and there aTe those who believe-I 
do not say in the Senate Chamber, but there are people around in 
the hajJs who talk to us on both sides of this question. 

I have a friend who talked to me for the pneumatic tube. I 
have had friends who talked to me about the impt>rtance of the 
friendsflip.of the gentlemen who make a hundred thousand dol­
lars a. year running the wagons in my town. But that does not 
worry me one way or the other. It does not influence any Sena­
tor here. It is mere talk in the halls, and the Senator from South 
Carolina wants to understand that there is not anything cloudy, 
and there never has been any cloudy evidence on the subject. 
One of the greatest inventors of the age is the man who invented 
the use of the pneumatic tube. They tried it in England fifty 
years ago and failed for want of brains and genius to operate it. 
American citizens have perfected it. American citizens like M.r. 
Belden and Mr. Mills have put their money in on the faith not so 
much of the tube service as on their faith in Mr. Milholland, who 
has fumished the brain.s to bring capital and invention together, 
a reputable gentleman, a eucces ful business man, an honest man. 
There has been no cloud cast upon him or anyone associated with 
him in this case except by those who get in dark alleys and dark 
places and who would assassjnate character and assassinate repu­
tation to keep their friends driving the wagons and drawing the 
pay. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, the pneumatic-tube matter is 
not a new one in the Senate. It had its origin some years ago. 
The Committee on Approp1'iationsr having had charge of the Post­
Office appropriation bill for ome years, has had occasiOn to look 
into it, and I myself have been convinced, from such examina­
tion as I could make, that the expense attending these tubes is so 
great that the Government of the United States should not engage 
in making the expenditure. This invention, I have no doubt, is 
a. valuable one, and it may be, as the Senator from lllinois says, 
in its infancy; but it is a fact, nevertheless, that it cfoes not dis­
pense, so far as I have been able to ascertain, with the general 
distribution of mail matter by wagons. 

Mr. l\IASON.- Did you read the evidence from Philadelphia, 
where it is done by one company1 and where they propose t<? re­
duce it from 13 to 2. and have already reduced it to 6? 

Mr. ALLISON. i:t happens that tbe tubes at one of the rail­
way stations in Philadelphia are very near the post-office-it may 
be an exceptional case-so that the tubes can be made useful. 

The Senator from Illinois finds fault with the fact that the 
tubes are in use in New York, Philadelphia, and Boston and not 
in Chicago, and says that if they are to be continued in these 
great cities, they ought also to be establis}led in Chicago. There 
is some force in tha.t suggestion. But these tubes and the con­
tracts for their use were made without the authority of Congress. 
They were made in the fust place by the energy and activity of 
these inventors to test them. In Boston and Philadelphia that is 
true. But when they were placed in operation they induced the 
Post-Office Department to make contracts, and contracts have 
been made in these two cities for the use of the tubes for four 
years. So the Committee on Appropriations, having charge of 
this bill, in future years felt bound to appropriate a sufficient 
sum of money to execute the contracts that had been made. by tbe 
Postmaster-General. For myself I believe that those contracts 
ought to be provided for; not because I think the tubes in a.uy 
way justify such contracts, but because the Government has 
made itself liable to pay to those corporations a certain sum of 
money annually for a period of years. Therefore I shonld be 
willing, myself. to vote a sufficient sum here in this bill--

Mr. GALLINGER. For how many years? 
Mr. ALLISON. During the pendency of the contract which I 

think has one year yet to run, perhaps one y~a! after this apJ?rO­
priation would be _made. But I should be willing to appr~pnate 
for this purpose, masmuch as we are bound to appropriate, I 
think, having made a contract. 

Mr. SPOONER. Not otherwise? 
Mt. ALLISON. Not otherwise and not beyond this contract. 
Now, what I object to is that it is proposed to increase the 

amount to be paid for the nse and rental of the tuba indeflnite1yi 
by extending these inducements to other cities and other place , 
so that these contracts in the end will become indefinite in their 
duration and we will be saddled here with two or three million 
dollars in the next five years, and how many millions more we do 
not know in all the future years. 

I am satisfied there is ·no postal service anywhere that· equal 
to that in our great cities, without reference to the pneumatic 
tubes. We have, in the first place, in some instances six or seven 
daily deliveries in all the great cities of the United States and in 
all the smaller cities we have four or five. We have in addition, 
carriers who go about the cities and gather up the letters for the 
post-office, and c~rs on e1ectric roads, making their trips every 
half hour, gathenng up the letters. · 

I have no doubt what the the Senator from Illinoi says is 
true, that if I happen to be at the post-office at half past 9 in 
the morning and want to send a letter to Chicago upon a. matter 
of business or upon a social matter, I could run a out and get that 
letter into the fast mail, leaving New York at 9.5.31n the morn­
ing; but are we to expend millions of dollars in the rental of pneu­
matic tubes for the purpose of providing for a fugitive letter that 
is pnt in the mail ten minutes before the train tarts? 

These letters and mail matter of ours catt go only two or three 
times a day from one distant portion of the conn try to another, 
and therefore it i., presumed that intelligent busine s men, whether 
they are bankers, manufacturers, or otherwise, will know when 
the trains start, and if they have an important Jetter they will see 
that it gets into the mail in time to reach its destinatio·n, whether 
it is Chicago, San Francisco, or Omaha; and if their business is of 
such an urgent nature that they can not get in a,, letter in time, 
they will use anotµer instmmentality, which is not an expensive 
one-the telegraph~and commtmicate \vith their distant people 
by telegraph. 

Mr. TILLMAN. There is the long-distan·ce telephone, too. 
Mr. ALLISON. I was about to add, and I thank the Senatot 

for the suggestion, there is the long-distance telephone. That is 
a more expensive luxury, e pecially if we want to talk to persons 
at a great distance. 

Now, all these things we nave. We have, in addition, the dis­
tribution of letters of a local character in all our cities. Then we 
have what is called immediate delivery,. which is a very excellent 
thing, as it has proved to be, whereby if I want or you want to 
send a letter in this city or to be delivered in another city we add 
a 10-cent postage stamp upon jt, and a bicycle or some other iii­
strumentality is used and the letter is carried straightway to its 
destination. 

Mr. MASON. Wil1 the Senator allow me to interrupt him for 
a moment? 

Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. 
Mr. MASON. In New York, where they have the pn~umatic 

tube, they drop the special-delivery letter in the office and get an­
swers quicker through the pneumatic tube than by telegraph. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very likely that may be true. 
Mr. MASON. That encourages the nse of the 10-cent stamps. 
Mr. ALLISON. The difficulty with the pneumatic tube is that 

it is an instrumentality too expensive for governmental use. If I 
may be permitted to use an illustration that was used in the de­
bates elsewhere on this very question, it was said you do not burn 
down your house in order to Ugl.tt your cigar or to cook a rabbit. 
It is too expensive for the purposes we have in view. 

Now, take the city of Chicago. The Senator froml11inois knows 
very wen that I sbonld be glid. to do anything I could to promote 
the interests of those people, the merchants, business men, and 
manufacturers. In the distribution of mail Chicago is, next to 
New York City, the largest in the United States, and I believe its 
postal receipts are sec()Jld. But what is that mail? Only about 
one-sixth or one-fifth of it ever gets into the Chicago post-office. 
Of the 380 or 400 tons of mail that is distributed in Chicago from 
points beyond Chicago, either east or west. north or south, five­
sixths never goes into the city post-office at all, but goes directly 
from one station or depot to another, and is large, bulky mail. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Two hundred and fifty tons of mail goes from 
depot to depot. 

Mr. ALLISON. Two hundred and fifty tons. I supposed it 
was much larger. The Senato1·'s figures, however, are more accu­
rate than my recollection. These tubes can not be used for that 
purpose. I care not what the testimony may be or the statement 
about it. 

Mr. MASON. There is no intention to use them for that pur­
pose. It is not necessary. That mail goes in bulk and is moved 
in bulk across the town. 

Mr. ALLISON. In wagons? 
Mi·. MASON. It is very different from the first-class mail of 

which we are speaking. 
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Mr. ALLISON. This large amount of mail matter, coming 

from New York, if it stopped at Chicago, would be probably some ... 
what facilitated~ but that gi:eat body of mail comprising five­
sixths of the tnail received in Chicago, never reaches these tubes 
at all and can not reach them, and if it did ~each them it would 
not a.ve a minute's time. The use of these tubes is confined prin­
cipally and necessarily to local mail matter in cities and to fngi­
tive letters that are dropped in at the last minute or five minutes 
before the depa1·ture of the train. 

My objection to the tubes is that the cost thns far, exemplified 
by the prices asked and by the cost of their construction, shows 
clearly and di tinctly that they ai·e not ugefnl when coIDpared with 
the cost, and that we can not afford to use them until the inven­
tion is perfected m snch way as not only to make them useful for 
letters that weigh an ounce or two but also for the larger pack­
ages and until they can also be made nseful in cities for the local 
distrn ution of sma.11 packages by merchants and others. It is to 
my mind an extravagant use of public money to undertake to en­
large the use of the tubes as it is proposed to do in this bill 

So convinced was the Committee on Appropriations as respects 
this matter, and so convinced were they also as to the enthusiasm, 
if I may use that word, of the Post-Office Department,. that we 
should use the tubes, and without regard to cost, that we put into 
the Post-Office appropriation bill a clause that tP.ere should te no 
new contracts entered into by the Post-Office Department nntil 
there was specific legislation respecting the tubes. Why did we 
pnt that in? We pttt it in in orde1· that we might know what the 
nature of the contracts was to be, that we might know how much 
the capitalization of the corpo1·ations would be in th0 different 
cities. and that we might be able to regulate the tubes by law for 
specific cities. -

Now, 1n the face of that law, notwithstanding that legislation, 
we now have a provision in th1s bill giving to the Po tmaster­
General the power to use, at his will and discretion, for the n e of 
the tubes or for their purchase, 85D0.000 more. It is evident that 
he can not pnrchase more than a mile or two of tub-es with that 
appropTiation. Therefore it is evid.ently the intent and purpose 
that the Postma tar-General, or the Second Assistant Po tma ter­
General, may, at his or their discretion, contract for the u a of 
the tubes for a period of five years, or po sibly ten years, under 
the general statute law. While I am willing to vote for a nf­
ficient appropTiation to meet the existing contract : I hope we will 
not now enter npon this proposition, \\·hich will in the end cost 
us $10,00<>,000 a yea-r for a service that in no poEsible way can be 
of sufficient benefit to justify the expense. 

In addition to this, if the tubes are to be utili-?ed, they ought to 
be utilized in the same way that we utilize immediate delivery. 
When a man wantc3 to use this swift method, he ought to be will­
ing to pay additional compensation for its use. These methods 
are used in London, I know, but there is no opportunity to get a 
package into the tubes there without paying a remunerative price 
for the use of them. · 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Nothing less than 4 cents. 
Mr. ALLISON. Nothing less than 4 cents. Why should we 

provide for the tubes here without at the same time throwing 
around it safeguards whereby some revenue will come in as the 
i·esult? _ 

Mr. TILLMAN. I will direct the Senator's attention to a part 
of the speech of the Senator from Coforado yesterday, in which he 
states: 

From that time to this I have been trying to find out-­
This is in reference to the cost of these tuhes-
From that time to this I have been trying to find out, and so hAve other 

membe~s of the Railway Mail Commission and members of the Post-Office 
Committee, how much it cost to 1m~ in t~is tme~tic-tube ser ice, and we 
ha.~e been utterly unable t-0 ascertam until Mr . .Milholland the other day, be­
fore the Po t-Office Committee. told us that the cost varied somewhere from 
100,000 to 52;!5 cm, or about in that neighborhood. 

Mr. ALLISON. A mile? 
Mr. TILLMAN. A mile. I can very readily understand as a 

practical man that ft ought not to be more than that, because it 
is nothing but the excavation of the ground and the fixing in of 
some sleek tu bes of iron or terra cotta, or something that will not 
afford any obstrnction to the passage of letters or packages1 or the 
letter itself singly. If we ~e going into this business as a money­
saving or e::onomical arrangement, why not have the Govern­
meut build the tubes from the central post-office to the railway 
stations, where they are needed, an<;l operate them itself as well 
as operating the other branches of the service? 

l\Ir. ALLISON. That is very well worthy of consideration, and 
1 should think-

Mr. TILLMAN. The intereston $200,000is86,000a year. The 
running expenses will be compai·atively light, because it is only 
the nse of wind-a fan arrangement, by which ~ strong current 
of air is forced throngh-and one or two men could run the engine 
or whatever it was. I do not see, if this is such a great thlrig, 
why we do not provide for its construction and operation by the 
Government, and not yield tribute, as my frierid the Senator from 

Colorado says, to the30 lobbyists-whahave been swarming around 
the corridors of the Capitol. I have not seen them. I am not on 
that committee. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I regret to be obliged to 
take the time of the Senate in discussing this amendment, which 
I think ought to be adopted without cavil. My general answer 
to much that has been said by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLr­
so:N] and in various occasional speeches by the Senator from Son th 
Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN] rs that these questions will all be decided 
by the Postmaster-General. Notice how simple is the proposition: 

Fo-r transportation of mail by pneumatic tube, or other similar devices, 
by purchase or oth~rwise, "725,000. 

The whole question how the pneumatic tu.bes shall be utilized 
is submitted to the Postmaster-General,, the same as all other de­
tails of this sort ought to be submittea to the head of a Depart­
ment. Congress does not undertake to prescribe all the details. 
The Committee on Appropriations, when they are in a mood to 
recommend the expenditure of money for the development of the 
public service, do not enter into all the details. They take it for 
granted that the heads of the Departments, first, know some­
thing, and second, e honest enough·ta. be intrusted with the dis­
cretion to promote the interests of the public by introducing new 
inventions and increasing the facilities for the pnblic service. 

So the details being all refened to the Postmaster-General-the 
decision upon what.plan and With what companies the pneb.matic­
tube service shall be extended-the so-le question before the Senate 
to-day is whethel' pneumatic-tube service shall go on or shall stop. 
Shall we make a retrograde movement? Shall we pronounce that 
this swift service, through thi most useful of modern inventions, 
the pneumatic tube, shall be arrested? Shall we turn our backs 
upon it or shall we go forward with it? 

I am not to be drawn into a discussion of details. I am an ad­
vocate of the extension of the service. I ea id the pneumatic tubes 
were a useful mo<le1'tl invention. I believe so. I think we are as 
little likely to turn our backs ilpon such tube service for the 
transportation of mail in our great cities as we are to return from 
the automobile to the carriage with horses, or from the electric 
cars to the horse cars or to the omnibuses drawn by horses. The 
pneumatic-tube service is wonderful in its cunsti·uction and the 
re ults it accomplishes, and it is of the first importance in con­
nection with the mails becam;e it i continuous. The tubes can 
be used all the time. every minute. Insteacl of h'ansporting the 
mails every little while, every twenty minutes, every half hour, 
or every hour, the transportation is continuous during every hour 
of the twenty-four. 

Mr. MASON. Every twelV'e seconds. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Afierhavingtried thisservicefora number 

of years, after having ha-d most excellent :results in Boston, in 
Philadelphia, and in New York, the Post-Office Department has 
become convinced that it ought to l::e extended,, and all the recom­
mendations of the Department are in the direction of enlarging 
this appropriation; and now, because it is proposed to go from 
225,000 to 8725,000 a year, the Senator from Iowa is induced to 

rise again anQ. make a prediction, as he did the other day on 
armor plate. • 

When it was in proof here, and other Senators were of opinion 
that in a year and a half we could have an armor plant: the Sen-

-ator from Iowa added the weight of his great influence to the de­
bate and said he predicted that it would be four years before we 
could make an armor plate· and now when there is an effort to lie 
down and roll over on this humble project ·of increasing the tube 
appropriation by $50U,OOO, the Senator from fowa comes in and 
warns us that if we do this the service will cost millions in the 
future, which will be wasted and thrown away. I scout at all 
predictions of that sort. The world does move despite the Senator 
from Iowa. TheTe is the rural free delivery, We sought to have 
rural free delivery in this country, and two or three years ago we 
began with a small appropriation of one or two hundred thousand 
dollars. 

The benefits of rural delivery are so apparent to the communi~ 
ties to which they are given that now we have a million and three~ 
quarters appropriated in this bill, and the Senator from Colorado 
does not obJect to it. The Senator from Iowa does not object to 
it. They liv~ in rural regions, and they want the benefits of the 
extension of the rural free delivery to their communities; but 
they oppose giving the inhabitants of the great cities the pneu­
matic tubes which they want. I submit, Mr. President, that it is 
ungenerous to do this. For some :reason or other--

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President-
.Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator made an excellent speech right 

in the middle of the speerh of the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLI­
SON], and I would rather that he would not make one in the mid­
dle of mine, because it will be so much better than mine that 
persons will read only his and will 11ot read mine, 

Mr. TILLMAN. Dses the Senator yield? 
1\11·. CHANDLER. Yes. ~ 
Mr. TILLMAN. I was going to appeal to the Senator from 
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New Hampshire not to mar the magnificent record he made the 
other day on the Government doing its own work in the construc­
ti9n of armor by objecting, if this is such a good thing; and I can 
see that it might be an improvementon·a horse and wagon; which 
will wear out, because a pneumatic tube will not wear out if it is 
a properly constructed one, I understand. 

Mr. CHANDLER. What question does the Senator want to ask 
me? 

Mr. TILLMAN. I ask the Senator to allow the Senate to 
amend the proposition about the extension of the pneumatic-tube 
service by providing that the Postmaster-General may, in his 
discretion~ construct for the Government pneumatic tubes in such 
cities as may be designated in the bill. I am willing to give a mil­
lion dollars if we want to try it, and it is recommended by the 
Department as a permanent improvement to our postal facilities. 
Let us go at itin a business way and in accordance with the record 
which he and I have made in regard to the Government being 
able to do its own work better than to contract with sc.mebody to 
do it at an expense which is equal to the cost of the whole thing 
every year. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, the SEVJator from South 
Carolina makes me tired, and I have no doubt he makes other 
Senators tired, by these speeches which he interjects into the 
body of their remarks. 
· Mr. TILLMAN. It is because I am not able to make long 
speeches, Mr. President, that I have to occasionally dip into the 
speeches of my brother Senators. I merely attempt to make an 
occasional incursion, so to speak, as a guerrilla. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have been waiting here an hour to make 
one short speech, and I have heard over five from the Sena­
tor from South Carolina; and I must confess I am very much 
amazed at this cooperation of the great capitalists of this country 
who control the railroad transportation of the country with the 
Populists of the Senate in defeating this little appropriation for 
the pneumatic-tube service in the cities of the United States. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator will permit me, if I had been 
here yesterday I would have voted with him on the proposition to 
reduce the compensation of the railways 10 per cent, and I am 
very sorry that it did not get more than 11 votes, 

Mr. CHANDLER. We got only 11 votes. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I would have rounded up with the Senator on 

that proposition. I am not in a combination with any capitalists 
anywhere . 
. Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator is now in combination with 
capitalists to defeat these tubes. I am coming to that point in a 
minute, because I was very much interested in the incursion of 
my esteemed friend from Colorado into a field of debate wherein 
lobbyists and monopolists are anathematized. The Senator pre­
sented himself to me in a new role. I have always endeavored to 
support the Senator from Colorado, but I never knew him before 
to make a speech against monopolies; and I have not supposed 
that he thought the free action of the Senate on any question was 
likely to be endangered by lobbyists. · 
. Mr. President, I do not wonder that the pneume.tic-tube com­
panies sent then· representatives and agents to this city when they 
found that the appropriation of 225,000 was stricken out in the 
House of Representatives. They have put their capital into these 
pneumatic tubes and they have existing contracts with the Gov­
ernment which extend, it' appears, a year and a half into the fu­
ture; and, to their surprise, jn the House of Representatives the 
whole appropriation was stricken out. 

The Senator from Colorado has alluded to the debate in the 
House of Representatives, and I wish to call the attention of the 
Presiding Officer to the statement made by the Senator from Colo­
rado. He said: 

Mr. President, in another Chamber there was a somewhat excited debate 
over this matter, an occurrence which n ever happens here. · 

There is always a lively debate here when the Senator from 
Colorado participates in it. So there is one mistake. 

I desire to say that in my opinion the member of the House who stood gal­
lantly un and ll\d the attack upon the whole appropriat ion kept himself well 
within th e truth, and r efrained from saying much that he might have said as 
t o t he character of the attempts to secure this legislation which have been 
made in these bodies for the past few years. 

Now, Mr. President, if it was in order for the Senator from 
Colorado to make that statement as to this member of the House 
and to commend him for gallantly standing up and leading the 
attack upon the whole appropriation, and to say that he ''kept 
himself well within the truth/' is it in order for me in turn to 
speak of what that Representative said in debate and to deny and 
controvert the truth of wpat he said? If it is, Mr. President, I 
want to do so. I do not tliink the Senator from Colorado should 
have made those statements, and I wm refrain from violating the 
courtesy which I owe to the other House. I will refrain from 
counter criticism of the Representative in question. 

But I will say this, Mr. President, that attack in the House of 

Representatives was made by reason of testimony which had been 
taken by the Postal Commission a year and a half ago, arid the effect­
iveness of the attack that was inade on .. account of that testimony 
grew largely from the fact that the testimony itself has I?een kept 
secret: that it never has been published by the Postal Commission. 
When names are called for either here or elsewhere the names are 
not given; and by innuendoes, by concealment of the exact trans­
actions, an ·attempt has been made to stab this appropriation as 
being something that has involved dishonesty in the past. 

Now, Mr. President, when that attack succeeded in the House 
of Representatives, it was no wonder that the persons who carried 
on these companies came here to make representations to Senators 
and others as to the injury that would be done to their business 
if this appropriation were not put in the bill. The Senator from 
Colorado sent for some of them to come. Two of them, and I do 
not know but more, were summoned here by the Senator from 
Colorado in order that he might examine them before the Postal 
Commission as to the facts connected with the tube service. I 
ask whether after they had been summoned here by the Senator 
from Colorado in order, if possible, to get something that would 
lay a foundation for an attack upon their business they ·were 
obliged to go out of Washington with nobody but the Senator 
from Colorado given an opportunity to learn facts from them? 

I say no, Mr. President. I say these gentlemen came here right­
fully and properly. I have seen only three or four of them, and, 
so far .as I know, they conducted themselves just as properly out­
side of this Chamber as we conduct ourselves inside of the Cham­
ber. 

So much, Mr. President, for the lobbyists who are said to have 
been swarming the Capitol in the interests of the pneumatic tubes, 
and so much for the red rag which, shaken by the Senator from 
Colorado, has aroused the combativeness of the Senator from South 
Carolina. The companies who have been attacked have taken 
occasion to defend themselves as well as they could, and I say 
that not only the appropriation of $225,000 should be made, but the 
additional appropriation of $500,000 should be made, so that the 
other cities of this country shall receive the benefits of rapid pneu­
matic-tube service which the three cities now receive. 

The next trouble 'stated by the Senator from Colorado was that 
this appropriation will be an appropriation for a monoply. It is 
a monoply, the Senator said, and there will be no competition for 
this 8500,000. Mr. President, I want to call the attention of the 
Senate to the f~ct that in this very bill; on the page next succeed­
ing the one where this moderate sum of $725,000 is inserted, there 
ic; an appropriation of over $37 ,000,000, every dollar of which is 
paid to monoplies without the slightest competition. Here it is: 

For inland t.ransportation by railroad routes, of which a sum not exceed­
ing $40,<XX> may be employed to pay freight on postal cards, stamped envel­
opes, and stamped paper, and other supplies from the manufactories to the 
post-offices and depots of distribution, $33,870,<XX>. 

For railway post-office car service, $4:.,561,000. 
Look at this appropriation brought in by this committee of over 

$37,000,000, to be expended, every dollar of it, without one particle 
of competition. - With that fact before us, that there is no com­
petition among the railroads of the country when they seek to 
have this $37 ,000,000 paid to them, can we not trust the Posmaster­
General to expend $500,000 a year in additional pneumatic tubes 
in the cities of this country without raisiug the hue· and cry that 
it will be paid to monopolies and that there is to be no competition? 

Mr. President, there never has been any competition in the 
railroad transportation of mails. We have a system of compen­
sation by arrangement with the railroad companies that began at 
its present rate, less 15per cent, probably forty years ago. I do not 
know whether it has been fully forty years or not, but in 1873 the 
rate paid to the railroads was reduced 10 per cent, and in 1878 it 
was reduced 5 per cent. With the exception of those two re­
ductions, the last of which was twenty-two years ago, we are 
paying the same price for the transportation of the mails in this 
country by railroads that we paid about forty years ago. 

We have had no reduction in railway mail pay for twenty-two 
years, when it is perfectly notorious that the rate of transporta­
tion of everything except the mails of this country has been re­
duced from DO to 50 per cent. The larg~r portion of all the freight 
transportation in this country is from 30 to 50 per cent less than 
it was thirty years ago. When the proposition was lately made 
that we should venture to reduce the cost of railway mail trans­
portation by taking off 10 percent of the amount and reducing the 
S33,000,000 down to $30,000,000, paid without including tne rail­
way post-office car service, we succeeded in getting only 11 votes 
for that economy; and the Senator from Georgia (Mr. CLAY] was 
inveigled into makjng a'n attack upon that reduction, much to my 
surprise, for I had supposed that we could count upon that Sen­
ator in favor of some little attempt at economy in the appropri­
ations at the present session of Congress. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Presid~nt, I desire, with the permission of the 
Senator from New Hampshire, to state that the Senato11 from 
South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW] made a serious assault upon the 
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Postal Commission. The Senator from New Hampshire is a mem­
ber of that commission. I had confidence in his integrity; I be­
lieved be would make a just and fair report; and I thought I was 
doing a"justice to my country and that the remarks I made were 
true, and that when he did report he would give us the facts and 
data upon which we could make a reduction, if one were neces­
sary. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not know whether we are ever going 
to have a report from the Postal Commjssion. 

Mr. CLAY. I felt sure that yon would make one. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I am a very humble member of that com­

mission, Mr. President, and if I make a motion in the commis­
sion I am more likely to be voted down than I am to be voted up. 
But still I thought that we could get some economy out of the 
Post-Office Committee as to the railway mail pay. But I was mis­
taken, and now the chairman of the Post-Office Committee is 
able to enlist in his servke the Senator from Georgia rMr. CLAY]' 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. TILLMAN], the Senator 
from North Carolina [Mr. BUTLER], and even our friend who 
sits on his left, the Senator from South Dakota [Mr. PETTIGREW], 
in efforts to defeat a little appropriation which is only a fair offset 
for the cities of this country as against the large sum that is to be 
appropriated for rurnl delivery. · 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President, if the Senator will kindly pe1·­
mit me, I know very little about this matter, except what I have 
gathered from the discussion and what little I have been able to 
see in the RECORD in the few moments I have had to devote to the 
speech made yesterday by the Senator from Colorado [Mr. WOL­
COTT]. I have thought I could rely on the Senator from New 
Hampshire, but he bas fallen from grace and now lines up here 
in support of another armor-plate trust or a pneumatic-tube trust. 

1 want the Government, if it is a good thing, to build its own 
pneumatic tubes and operate them. If the Senator's remarks in 
regard to the value of this service are at all approximately correct, 
I shall join in a proviso which the Senator from North Carolina 
is preparing, to authorize the Postmaster-General to expend the 
additional appropriation, not in contracting with some company 
to put a hole in the ground and then charge the Government 
rental for it for the next thousand years, but to put its own hole 
in the ground. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, I do not go quite upon the 
principle that the Senator from South Carolina adopts. He goes 
upon the principle of opposing almost everything unless South 
Carolina can get some part of it. 

Mr. TILLMAN. I have neverknt>wnNew Hampshire to refuse 
a slice of pie on this floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I have never been willing to vote for an 
appropriation in this Chamber which ought not to bemade simply 
because my section of the country wanted a part of it. I am very 
much sm-prised at the Senator from South Carolin1o1i-and I wish 
to speak with all respect-and at the Senator from North Caro­
lina and at the Senator from South Dakota, when they want the 
appropriation of nearly $2,000,000 for rural free delivery, and 
when they believe we are going on, as the Senator from Iowa 
[Mr. ALLISON] predicts, to make the rural delivery appropriation 
810,000,000 within a few years, and yet want to hold back from 
giving the facilities of the pneumatic-tube service at thls session of 
Congress, which are the very best of all modern postal facilities. 

Mr. TILLMAN. Mr. President, if the Senator will permit me, 
I will remind him that last year when we had the Post-Office ap­
propriation bill up I secured in this body an amendment limiting 
the number of deliveries in cities, I think, to four a day, and in 
conference that was thrown away and the number, eight or nine, 
whatever it .is, was put back, by which the mail is gathered up 
right at the door of the merchant or banker or other business 
man in the large cities and is then distributed and sent wherever 
it may have to go. I did not complain very much, although I 
could not see any economy in the employment of such an army 
of employees to go after mail so often. · If that is done in the 
la1·ge cities, it looks to me like that is enough. When you have, 
as I said, a little army or a regiment of men hired to deliver mail 
and to gather it in, why do you want to have this hole in the 
ground, which will demand a rental for all .time, instead of build­
in~_your own hole? Stick to that proposition, will you not? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Now, I hope the Senator will not go away. 
Mr. TILLMAN. I am not going away, I am simply retiring 

out of reach of the Senator. 
Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator is simply opposing modern 

conveniences. He wants everything done by man labor or boy 
labor or mule labor, and be is not willing to have anything done 
by machinery. Why does the Senator have cotton gms? 

Mr. TILL.l\IAN. If we could have cotton picked by machinery, 
we would have the richest country on the globe. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly; and if we can have pneumatic 
tubes that will dispense with letter carriers, why should not we 
have them? Yon will pick' your cotton, you will milk your cows 
by machinery if machines are e\·er invented that will do it, 

Mr. TILLMAN. Butter is now made by machinery, Mr. Pres­
ident, I am told. 

:Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, thls subject of pneumatic 
tubes was committed with others to this very Postal Commission; 
and if we do not know what it costs to lay a pneumatic tube, if 
we do not know what it costs to operate a pneumatic tube, if we 
do not know what sort of a system should be adopted for securing 
to the great cities of this country pneumatic-tube service at a rea­
sonable compensation to the companies that lay the pneumatic 
tubes, if we do not know whether or not it is wise for the Gov­
ernment to own the pneumatic tubes and to carry on the service 
wholly by Government agents, the fault is the fault of the postal 
commission. 

If the postal commission could have made a report, we would 
have bad the data by which we could have determined now 
whether the pneumatic tubes are serviceable, whether they expe­
dite the mails, and whether they can be economically brought 
into the service of the Government. But we do not get that re­
port, and we are not going to get it until the 1st day of January 
next, and we are not certain that we shall get it then. 

I call attention of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. BUT· 
LER] to the extraordinary condition of affairs brought about by 
the failure of the Postal Commission to make any report. We 
are not to cut down the mail pay from $33,000,000 to $30,000,000 
because the postal commission has not made any report. We 
are not to have a pneumatic-tube service because the postal com­
mission has not made any report. Therefore all that is necessary 
is to put off the report of the postal commission from year to 
year and we can not reduce the mail pay and we can not have 
any more pneumatic tubes. Is not that the situation? 

Mr. BUTLER. When we had the question of the railway mail 
pay and the question of the report of the commission before the 
Senate yesterday, I am satisfied if we had had the eloquence of 
the Senator from New Hampshire then to assist us we would 
have got more than·12 votes. . 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator bas had my vote always. 
Mr. BUTLER. But your eloquence and your logic are what 

we want. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I am somewhat weary in welldoing, Mr. 

President. The Senator from Colorado [Mr.WOLCOTT] talks a bout 
the tube companies issuing bonds; he talks about their over­
capitalization. Yet we have the railroads of the country, which 
are worth about $6,000,000,000, capitalized np to about $11,000,-
000,000. It is of no use to try to cut down the railway mail pay 
unless yon are prepared to fight this vast combination of over­
capitalization; and in my belief the railroads ·that were so suc­
cessful in def eating the motion of my friend the Senator ft om 
North Carolina yesterday do not want this pneumatic-tube serv­
ice; and certainly the raih'oads do not need any lobbyists outside 
of this Chamber. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Does the Senator say that there is any evi­
dence before anybody that the raflroad companies are interested 
in the slightest degree in this question? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I do not say that there is such evidence; 
but I say I believe they are. I believe the great railroads of this 
country have concentrated the system of mail transportation in 
their hands, and they do not want the pneumatic-tube ·service ex­
tended. One reason why I think so is the way this bill is proceed-
ing in this Senate. : 

At any rate, Mr. President, we are entitled to know from the 
postal commission whether the pneumatic tubes are serviceable 
and whether they can be economically obtained, as we are enti­
tled to know from the commission when and how the railway 
mail pay can be reduced. But I am opposed to waiting on the 
postal commission for an extension of the pneumatic-tube serv­
ice. I say we ought to extend it, just as we have done with every­
thing of this kind. There was no competition among the railroads 
when their service began. 

The Postmaster-General was authorized to feel his way along; 
and by and by Congress was enabled to pass a law fixing compensa­
tion; but the compensation, as I have said, remains the same as 
it was forty years ago, except it was reduced first 10 per cent, 
next 5 per cent, and the last reduction was more than twenty-two 
years ago. So I think we ought to go on and extend the pneu~ 
matic-tube service, in the same way that we extended the Rail­
way Mail Service, and as we are extending the rural free delivery, by 
giving power to the Postmaster-General from time to time to make 
additional contracts. 

We are perfectly safe, in my judgment, in trusting to the Post­
master-General the power to make judicious contracts with the 
pneumatic tube companies whlch will not result in swindling the 
Government or imposing upon us any system of pnemnatic-tube 
transportation which is not in the public interest. r_rhe Postmas­
ter-General ean control and adjust everything, and we ought not 
to wait any longer in giving to the other great cities of this coun­
try ~acilities which we have already given to three cities, and 
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which have pro\"ed of such vast benefit to those crowded com- Congress is here to res~rain these things. I know how these 
munities. · things are gotten up. When any scheme enlarges the scope, pow-

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, there is no need of darkeningcoun- e1·s, dut1es. and functions of a Department, all the subordinates 
sel in this matter. It is a very simple thing. In the old days, favor it. They begin to send out circular letters, and tho e let­
when the Appropriations Committee had charge of all appropria- ters result in petitions that come in to us, all manufactured, Mr. 
tions exceptthose forrivers and harbors this subject came before President; and Congress is to sitin session over just these things 
that committee. We have been going on from year to year in the and restrain the Departments of the Government . 
Post-Office biJl increasing po~t-office accommodations, spending There is too much tendency to-day to take suggestions from the 
more and more money, the increase in accommodations being al- executive branches of the Government and huITy them throuah 
mostalways in the large cities. After a time business men in the because they are presented nerefrom the Departments. Senators 
large cities grew unreasonable; they were not content with three sometimes seem to consider that the height of their dnty is to 
deliveries; they wanted fonr, and we gave them four; then they make good what every Department recommends. I deny it, sir. 
wanted five, and we gave them five; then they wanted six, and It will be a better day for the Senate when it is more and more 
they said, "r.ook at the receipts that come in in the large cities, and more independent of the Executive Departments, and deals 
which retnrn to the Government more than their expenses.' with the real questions that arise according to the public good, 

The postal receipts in the great cities of the country do not and not according to the recommendations of the head of a De­
come simply from the great cities themselves, The whole coun- partment. I expected this; and next year, if we pu this on, does 
try is laid under tribute, as in everything that pertains to the anybody suppose that it will not be doubled and trebled? 
great cities, as the banks of Wall street and the speculators never The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER]-and I 
could live if they were not living and preying upon the country. never s·aw him more put t-0 it for an argument; I know him root 
The business is the business 'that is brought in from the country; and branch, and can tell when he is talking in an agreeable, 
and it is not a fair rule to say that you must increase e-verything bright, and vivacious way; I can tell when he is full of argument 
that is asked for by a few large cities because their receipts and and when he is reaching and searching around for an argument 
returns are larger than they are in the country. They are made flaughter]; I know him, for I have summered and wintered witfi 
so by the country at large. The committee felt that: and still we him-I saw to-day how he felt about this matter; and the best 
gave them six deliveries a day. Think-of that, Mr. President and I thing that he could say was that as we had given this service t-0 
Senators! In the business hours, every hour almost during the three cities, why not give it to all the rest? · . 
day, the banker, the broker, the merchant, the manufacturer, the They got this service, and the Senate knows. how they got it. 
retailer, and everybody had his mail brought to him six times a The Senator from Iowa.. [Mr. ALLISON] touched upon that. We 
day· hr the large cities. tried to rei:<train thei:n· out they went on and made a contract 

Mr. LODGE. They have seven deliveries now. . without the authority of Congress, that we never justified and 
Mr. HALE. I bad not come to that. We thought it woulcl never authorized; and we thought the best thing we con.Id do to 

stop with six deliveries, but it did not. Then they came here and save the credit of the Government was to get out of those con­
said: "It will be a great advantage to everybody if we can have tracts as soon as possible and make no more. That is all thel'e is 
another delivery, if we can have seven deliyeries';" and we yielded. about extending this service from these three cities to other great 

The Senator from Colorado fMr. WOLCOTT] who is now in citiesr Notoneof them ought to ha:vethis pneumatic service. It 
charge of this bill, in his committee jg going through what we is not needed; the people do not demand it· the busine s world 
went thJ:ough-the constant imploration to do some fanciful does not demand it; it is a pure case of importunity, a determina.-
thing in the great cities. We ,gave them the seven deliveries. tion to force it upon Congress, and I protest against it. ' 
We could not quite go beyond that. Mr. WELLINGTON: Mr.Pre··ident,Idesireto.,ayafewwords 

The next thing that confronted us was this pneumatic-tube in favor of the extension of the pneumatic-tube service. I believe 
service. Senators do not know with what a flourish of trumpets that in this country, as well as in many others, we are in an age of 
that was launched on the Committee on Appropriations. Why, great progress, and I believe that we are advancing day by day. 
it was said to be al mo t like the discovery of a continent; that it As we look backward upon the century and a little over of national 
would revolutionize the- postal service. What was it? As the life that has passed, we find great improvement in every branch of 
Senator said, a bole in the ground; that is about all. · science and art and the general service of the people. When the 

:Mr. President, the committee found that almost the entire charge mail first began to be carried, it was carried across the country 
and cost of this thing was profit to the company. It was not on horseback. Then it was the mail coach; then came the engine 
plant that they put in; it wa not expense they put in; but it was and the railway; and sb we have progressed year by year. In the 
clean, soft, good fat that they were making out of it. There is no cities, in the first instance, the man went to the post-office to pro­
more mystery, sir, about the pneumatic-tube service than there cure his mait;- after a while carriers were provided, and now the 
is about the flying of a kite, or a town pump-;-not the least. If pneumatic tube has come, as I understand, in New York, Brook­
this service is done at all, it ought to be done by th~ Government. lyn, Boston, and Philadelphia. · · 
It can be done at very small expense, and then it will only benefit If thepneumatic-tubeserviceisagood thlngfor those cities-and 
a very few men; it will not benefit the country at large; and, :Mr. I believe the· great weight of evidence is in favor of that proposi­
President, I for one, with some education on this matter, protest tion-then I think it should be extended to some of the other ITT"eat 
against loading this bill, which has already become enormous, cities, such as Chicago, Baltimore, St. Louis, and many others I 
which has free delivel'y upon it that will cost $25,000,000 a year might mention. If it is good for New York, why is it not good 
within ten years, which has the Railway Mail Service; which will for thegreat Queen City of the West? I believe it is good for all 
constantly increase, as everything will increase, except the star- those cities. 1 believe it has been demonstrated that it is a good 
route service-I protest against a. mere fanciful thing, that will thing to convey the mails by pneumatic tubes. It is one of the 
put money into the bands of operators and speculators and lobby- inventions of the century; it is one of the step that we take for­
ists, being loaded. onto this billr ward upon the road to progress, and there is no use in trying to 

The Senator from Colorado will find in his service here, if he get away from it. 
has some care a.bout protecting the Government and a.bout stop· The opposition to this bill reminds me of a story that I heard· 
ping extravagant expenditures, that he will lie awake nights over some time ago, located in the South. There was an old colored 
the things that will be sought to be put onto the Post-Office ap- brother who came to the city of Atlanta. once a year, and when 
propriation bill; and there will never be anything that will be he came there he invested a nickel that he might ride on the 
sought to be put onto this biH that will meet us at that door, and street cars, then pulled by mules. One year he went away, and 
at that door [indicating], and at my door, and his door, and at my the mule was still there, dragging the street car in its slow way. 
committee room, and his committee room, with the pertinacity The next year he returned, and, lo, he saw a ca.r coming down the 
and brazen effrontery that has characterized this whole perform- street, but the mule h;:td disappeared. It was a matter of wondei· 
ance. to him. He stopped <?n a street. corner, looked at it, and then he 

Mr. President, it will do good once in a while for the Senate to turned to a pedestrian and said, ''Boss, what is it that moves 
stand up against these things. It will be a strengthening of the that car? What is-it that sends it along without anything push­
Senate in the country if it opposes some of these schemes. No ing or pulling it?" The gentleman said to him,'· U nc!e. that is 
man here, not even the Senator from Illinois [Mr. M.A ON]-and one of the inventions of Yankee genius. They have sent it down 
I heard his speech-with all his ingenuity, has ever given a single here. '.l'hat is the subtle power of electiicity that sends along the 
reason to show how this is going to benefit the whole country. car." The negro said, "God bless that ingenuity. First it come~ 

Mr. MASON~ The Sena.tor did not hear the statement I read to the South and frees the colored man, and now it comes and 
from the Postmaster-General as to how it beneiits the whole frees the mule." [Laughter.] 
country. That is the advancement and progress of our age. You can 

Mr. HALE. Yes. Mr. President, I have great resp~ct for the not keep it back; and this opposition to the matter of the pneu­
Postmaster-General, who i a bright man and a business man; but matic tube might as well cease here. Yon may beat it; you may 
it is most unfortunate that it is a rare thing wliere you can vote it down this year, but it is corning. It is one of the things 
find the head of a Department who will not recommend anything that is demanded by the spfrit of the age, by the business as it 
under the sun that aggrandizes his Departmei:it-a rare thing; but increases with the congestion in the cities. · · 
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Sir, if it is good-for New York, jf it is' good for Brooklyti, ,if it 1 ·of responsibility without the Chamber for what be says within. 

i well for the Quaker City to have this pneumatic-tube serVice, But after analyzing all the assaults made upon the system it ap­
th~n I ay it is well also that it should be extended to Chicago, pears to me that that immunity, guaI"anteed by the Constitution, 
and well also that it should come South-come to us in Maryland, must be pretty generously drawn upon by the people who have as-
to the city of Baltimore. sailed this service. . 

Now, it is said that this inventiou is nothing more than a hole What are the facts presented by the Senator from Co~orado? 
in the ground. It may be so. What is the telegraph except a Fir t, he sa-ys that if this service is of any value at all the-Govern-· 
wire in the air? Yet it is one of the- great inventions of the cen- ment ought to do the construction, or if. the Government does not 
tury; and we could not get along without it. We can not adhere wish to construct, then we should say to the respective cities de­
to what was done by our ancestors. siring this service: "The municipality itself may put in tile 

I was reminded a little while ago of an incident that occurred tubes "-and maintain them, I suppose-" and the Government 
in the mountains. When after three generations ar boy went to will use them just as it uses the streets now in carrying the mail 
mill with grain in one side of his sack and a rock in the other to along in a wagon." 
balance it, some one said: "Why do yon carry the rrek?" The Mr. President, the munfoipalities of the country are not going 
boy said: "To balance the grain.' ''Well," said the other, ''why io construct wagons, or raise mules, or make harness to haul the 
not take out the rock ancl throw it by the wayside_, so as to de,, mails of the United States through the streeCS, while the citizens 
crease the weight yon are carrying? Why not divide th~ grain in of the country are paying for the work through every postage 
the two sides of the.sack?" But he said: ''My father carried the stamp they purchase and us~. The Government of the United 
rock; and I must adhere to it. ' States is not going into the business of constructing, unless in the 

You can not keep back progression. TheTe is advancement judgment of the people most thoroughly conversant with theques­
among us, and it will come. If this appropriation is to remain for tion it jg necessm-y to construct instead of rent. I l::elieve myself 
New York and if this appropriation is to remain for Brooklyn, that the Government will be best admfoistered in this country 
tben I say the demand is but just and honest that you give it to withreferencetoeverydepartmentofitsservieewhenitlimitsitself 
the other parts of the country. We want it in Baltimore as well to the ownership of the minimum amount of property that can be 
as you want it in Chicago. I shall insist as we go along that these made serviceable in the conduct of government.al affairs. I do 
benefits be given to all alike. not believe in the governmfIDtal ownership of railroads, becauire 

You may say that this js a benefit for the great cities-only. It I think that freight rates are 1-0wer, passenger rates· arn lower, the 
is not a benefit for the city alOne, because whenever you benefit service-is bettel' under private' management in this country than 
the great city you benefit every inch of the soil th~at lies ou:tside of under government management anywhere in Europe. Any per­
it. When the merchant in New York and the banker in New son wb.o bas the privilege of going abroad will have a spell of 
York have greater facilities for mail, the man who live in the hom-esickness immediately after encountering a. Europeanrail:road 
country and who is his correspondent has greater facilities al o. train. The rates for passenger traffic are high-er, and the accom­
It is for the general benefit, For that reason, I shall vote forthis modations of the first-class cars owned by the governments bf 
extension of the pneµmatic-tube service, and shall detnand in the Europe are not equal to the ordinary "Jim Crow" car lrnown in 
future that it go to Baltimore and other great cities of this Union. the South and used by the co!or-ed people. · 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, it was not my purpose in the Take onr telegraph lines. It is suggested that the Government 
beginning to participate in this debate. The amendment under should own and operate the telegraph lines. There is some justi-· 
consideration was passed by the Committee on Post-Q.ffices and fication for that, bec-atise it n:tight be· made a supplement to the­
Post-Roads with, I believe~ only two dissenting voices. In that mails, hnt to own tubes in the cities, to get into contl'Oversies 
belief I may be mistaken;. perhaps it was only one. with the gaslight companies and the-seweragesystem of the cities, 

.Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President, I do not understand that it is to· incur liabilities for damages to individuals and property, and 
customary to state what was the vote had in a committee, but I to have an at~ of men going along repairing and looking after 
can say that it is mis tated l;>y the Senator from Montana. the tubes seems to me, for the time being, out of the question. 

Mr. CARTER. Well, Mr. President, I will state that it was But the Senator says unless th.ls is done we most abandon the 
recommended by the Committee on Post-Offices and PostrRoads, service, regardless of its merit. Why? Because it is a monopoly. 
and appears in the bill on the-recommendation of that committee. That statement, I respectfully submit fo the SenatoT from Colo.: 

The chairman's address upon yesterday afternoon, delivered in ra:do, is only true in some qualified sense. The· facts I .find from 
his usual florid and forceful style, going beyond the bounds of the testimony, uncontroverted, to be tha.t there are two pneumatic­
W'hat eemed to me at times the limits of prudence in making tube concerns in this country, one the Batchelor tube service. 
statements, ca:used me ta make some inquil)'. He challenged at- Batchelor is the b:rventor,apparent1y. He has brought the system 
tention to the subject-matter of the amendment by charging in of tubes to the highest state of perfection yet reached by pneu~ 
broad and ill-guarded language, I thought, that this amendment matic tubes. The Batchelor Company has ·a capitat of about 
constituted a small, but nevertheless a very clear, raid upon ·the $2,000,000. That is the-company with which the United States up 
Treasury of the United States; that the pneumatic-tube service to this date has been doing business. 
was unnecessary, excessively expensive, and of no e~pecial value There is still another company irr New England, with a capital 
to tbe public eTvice in the Post-Offi.c~ Department. If these of $15,000,000. These two companies aTe now doing business over 
statements. made in substance as I have intimated. are true, then this country. Up to this date I believe· the Ba~helor Company 
the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads made a most seri- has made the only contracts with this Government. and has con­
ons mistake in :recommendipg to the Senate the adoption of this structed the only plants being operated in N fJW Y ol'k, Pliiladel­
amendment. Inquiry leads, however, to the conclusion that, as phia, Brooklyn, and Boston. If there are-
between the Senator from Co~orado, the chairman of the commit- Mr. LODGE. Do I understand the Senator to say that this is 
tee, and the committee itself there is a wide difference of opinion, the same company that is building the pneumatic tubes in New 
and that difference does not reflect credit upon the judgment of York and Boston? I understood they were clistinct. 
the Senator from Colorado. Mr. CARTER. I understand it to be the same plan or patent. 

It appears as a fact of record, which no Senator will attempt to I had not reaehed--
controvert1 that the proposition so viciously and unmercifully as- .Mr. LODGE. I had an impTession they were wholly distinct 
sailed, not with facts and figures but with ponderous declamation, companies. . 
bas been approved with unvarying regularity by the Pmt-Offi.ce Mr. CARTER. They may be, for aught I know. I know the:re 
Department of the United States for the past three years. To is one company in New ~ngland with a capital of $15,000,00:>. 
assume, therefore that this service is without value, that the ap- Mr. LODGE. Yes. 
ptopriations for it constitute a system of Treasury looting, leads Mr. CARTER. Then there is the Batcheller Company, with a 
us to include the violent assumption that the Post-Office Depart- capital of 2,000,000. 
ment of the United States has been dominate·d by ignorance or by Mr. LODGE. I was asking merely fol· information, becaure I 
improper motive. I could not indulge in this assumption with- had been tol<l that the New England company, whl.ch put in the 
out some little investigation, notwithstanding the high authority pneumatic tubes in Boston, was entirely distinct from the other 
of the Senator from Colorado. A little further investigation company. . 
shows that by the report of another committee in another branch Mr. CARTER. It may be, for all the information I have on the 
of the Congress this amendment was recommended, and was subject. 
stricken down not by the facts appearing of record, not by a ref11- We have to begin wi~h the clear propo3i tion that there is no 
tation of the logic of the Postmaster-General or of pel'sons eon- monopoly. There are· two companies, sepa:rate and distinct, and 
versant with the subject-matter, but by what seemed to be an in- these companies manifestly have dlfferent patents. 
temperate, vicious, personal assault upon certain persons said to Again, the Senator from Colorado says that this monopoly"'-so 
be connected with t.his pneumatic-tube service. C!'llled by him-gives the Government no chance whatever for its 

Tpe reputatio11 of indlvidua1s should be dealt with with gi·eat lif e1 charges wba.t it pleases. and collects the amount from the 
care in a parliamentary body where the speaker, as in our system Treasury. Is that statement correct? It can not be. This amend- . 
of government, is always protected by immunity from any kind ment proposes to do what? Toauthorize·the Postmaster-General 

• 
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of the United States to rent or purchase, and it does not command 
him to do either. The amendment reads as follows: 

For transportation of mail by pneumatic tube, or other similar devices, by 
purchase or otherwise, $725,000. 

If it is pest to purchase, the whole amount may be utilized for 
the purpose of purchasing. If it is better to rent, it may be all 
used for rental. If it is, in his judgment, wiser to purcha.se with 
a portion of the money and rent with the remainder, he is at lib­
e1·ty so to ao. -

But, Mr. President, we are not in this situation confined to 
the discretion of the Postmaster-General with reference to the 
renting or purchasing. I find the record to show that the Batche­
lor Company made two propositions to the Post-Office Department 
and renewed them before Congress. The first proposition was 10 
per cent of the actual cost of construction to be the basis of the 
pay for rental, the Government to pay the operating expenses . 

That is not an unfair proposition. These tubes, placed in the 
ground in dampness and dryness, and subject to the action of 
acids percolating through the ground in the crowded streets of 
the cities, subject to disturbance from time to time in one way 
or another as water mains and gas mains and sewer pipes inter­
fere with them, subject as they are to rust and constant diminu­
tion in value, delicate as the mechanism is, requiring that it be 
true as the needle to the pole every moment in the day, the 
slightest disorder being a fatal blow, these pipes certainly consti­
tute a class of property on which 10 per cent return is not exces­
sive. Is it quite certain that deterioration in the value of the 
plant from year to year will not come pretty near being 10 per 
cent of the actual primary cost? 

But the proposition is presented by those people to construct 
these plants in 27 cities of the Union, or in any number of them 
selected, the 27 cities having over a hundred thousand population, 
the construction cost to be over $35,000,000, and after their con­
strnction to rent them to the United States at 10 per cent on the 
'actual cost. That is the first proposition. The second proposition 
is that for $2,525,000 annual rental they will furnish the Govern­
ment, the'company keeping up all repairs and paying all operat­
ing expenses, adequatie pneumatic-tube services in the 27 cities 
named. The cost, as I have suggested, to erect the plants in 27 
cities, their being provided with about 350 miles of pneumatic 
tubes, 1·anging from 6 to 16 inches in diameter, would be in the 
neighborhood of 35,000,000. The cities embraced in this propo­
sition having over a hundred thousand population would be New 
York City and Brooklyn, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, St. Louis, 
New Orleans, Buffalo, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Detroit, Milwaukee, 
Pittsburg, San Francisco, Washington City, Denver, Indianapo­
lis, Jersey City, Kansas City, Louisville, Minneapolis, Newark, 
New Jersey, Omaha, Providence, Rochester, St. Paul, Baltimore, 
and Atlanta in the State of Georgia. , 

Mr. SPOONER. Will the Senator pardon me? What list does 
he read?' · 

:Mr. CARTER. I am reading from the list of cities in which 
construction is contemplated, the dividing line ·being cities over a 
hundred thousand in population. 

Mr. ·SPOONER. ls Milwaukee included in that list? 
Mr. CARTER. It is included. Astotbesecitiesandthe me1its 

of this proposition, the cities I have named yield up 46 per cent 
of the total in revenues of the Post-Office Department of the United 
States. The cities yield a net profit each year to the Post-Office 
Department of $19,498,438, with a net profit to be increased by ac­
celerated speed and perfected service to an amount exceeding 
what the rental of the tubes would be. 

It does seem to me that with these plain facts it is not sufficient 
to say that the wheels must be turned back, that the lumbering 
wagon rolling through the streets must be relied upon wholly and 
solely rather than to encourage the construction of these tubes at 
a total cost according to the estimates uncontroverted of $35,000, 000 
in these 27 cities, If these tubes can be constructed this vear and 
next year, their construction in and of itself would be a ¥benefac­
tion to the laboring people of the cities named. The construction 
would result in expediting the mails not only in the matter of col­
lections and deliveries to the railroad trains, but in taking the mails 
from the railroad trains and pushing them out rapidly to the 
desks, and offices, and countingrooms of the cities. 

I am sorry the Senator from Maine is not here. He is such a 
lovely debater. It is charming to hear him, even when he is op· 
posed to yon. I am sure he came mighty near causing the Senator 
from New Hampshire to leave the Chamber through an excess of 
modesty, because of the lavish ·praise }_le heaped upon him. I 
think he took some of the enthusiasm out of the Senator from 
New Hampshire and disarmed him in this conflict. The Senator 
from Maine made the statement that the people of this country 
are not interested in this proposition at all. Are they not? Take 
the development of the postal service referred to by the Senator 
from Maryland. · . 

In the old days of Benjamin Franklin it is said the mail car-

riers stopped under the shade of the trees to read the letters they 
carried. The trouble wai:; that they had a disposition to open 
the letters. Finally there was a demand from the business men 
and the growth of business affairs of the count ry that mail car­
riers should stop reading the letters and should send them on to 
their destination and let them be read there. A postal reform 
was inaugurated just about as the reform was inaugurated of 
lighting the streets of London two or three centuries ago. There 
was great opposition to that. The opposition came from two 
sources. The religious people, or a certain branch of them, said 
it was not proper to light the streets of cities at night; that it was 
flying in the face of Prnvidence, because God intended that a cer­
tain portion of the day should be dedicated to darkness, and any­
body who undertook to turn night into day was interfering with 
Providence. Secondly, the footpads said it was not giving them 
a fair show; that they could not run a man up an alley and do 
him in the face of a lamp. 

There has al ways been and there al ways will be some kind of vigor­
ous opposition to everything in the way of advance. Twenty years 
from now-yea, ten; yea, five-the man who will be found in either 
House of Congress in favor of an old 1 umbering wagon with a pair 
of mules attached, trying to poke its way through the crowded 
streets of New York with the mail, instead of having the mail 
shot at the rate of a mile a minute through a tube, will have his 
head examined by somebody. It will be a curious thing to find a 
person given to the advocacy of things so necessarily and inevi­
tably obsolete. 

The people in the mountains of Montana are interested in get­
ting their mail out of New York City and through the crowded 
streets of Chicago with the utmost rapidity, whether it be the 
North American Review, or a letter from a friend, or a remittance 
from some of these unfailing friends down East. They want to 
get their mail as quickly as possible, and the man who gets only 
one letter a year is anxious to get that letter just as soon as he can 
after it is written aud mailed. 

This proposition contemplates the quick collection of mail at a.II 
centers to speed it on its way, not after it has accumulated in 
large bunches and become confused, one sack piled upon another, 
but as the letters are dropped in the box they start almost in­
stantly toward their destination; and the letters keep going all 
the.day lo.ng. At the other end of the line we have provided, by 
previous appropriation bills and more liberally still in this, for 
boys to take the letters after they reach the country post-office 
and start out through the counti·y to deliver them to the people 
at once . . We appropriate in this bill $1,750,000 for rural free de­
livery, because after repeated experiments, one experiment ex­
tending over an entire county practically in the State of Maryland, 
it was found that rural free delivery not only was a great· con­
venience to the people, but that it actually stimulated postal rev­
enue so as to meet substantially the increased cost in consequence 
of its adoption. It is assumed, and I do not believe with any vio­
lence whatever, that the addition to the mails in the cities in.ci­
dent to speedy transit from point to point will so increase the 
postal 1·evenues as to .meet the rental we pay for the pneumatic 
tubes. , _ 

There may be in this p1·oposition something of a kernel for op· 
position. I can see that certain parcel concerns, package-delivery 
companies, express companies, possibly, yea, telegraph companies, 
will see that where a letter going through the post-office will reach 
its destination quicker than a telegram, Uie telegram will not be 
sent. They will just send a letter, costing 2 cents, and save the 
trouble of sending the t.elegram. Yet that is what is occurring on 
Manhattan Island to-day. A letter posted at the Battery will 
reach its destination in Harlem quicker than a telegram sent from 
the Field Building would reach its· destination in Harlem. What 
is the necessary consequenc3 of that? The filling up of the tubes 
with mail, each letter having upon it a 2-cent stamp, and where 
speedy delivery is desired and the postal route used instead of the 
telegraph line, they will put on a 10-cent special-delivery stamp, 
so that when the letter reaches the distribution point in Harlem 
or Westchester County, wherever it may be, the boy will run out 
immediately with the letter. -

We have in this rural free delivery through the counti·y an ex­
ample of what perfected system will do in the way of developing 
revenue for the service. In the State of the Senator from Mary­
land-I think he bas investigated it and will bea.r. me witness­
the people in one of his populous counties, incited by the post­
masters who were put out of office by the rural free delivery, 
were up in arms against the system of rural free delivery. They 
wanted the old-time post-office, and they felt that it was desecrat­
ing the ancient institution to remove the post-office from the 
neighborhood and send letters around by carriers. They wanted 
to go down on Saturday evening and swap stories at the post­
office as of old. But, notwithstanding, in this sample county the 
Post-Office Department went forward, cut out the small post­
offices, and put the carriers on, and sent them around from house 
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to house, authorized to issue money orders, to register letters, to 
do business at the ranch house · or farmhouse, in the neighbor­
hood of the blacksmith shop, at the crossroads. 

The result was a most remarkable increase in receipts for regis­
tering letters, a. remarkable increase in the number of letters 
mailed; and to-day, according to the report of the Post-Office De­
partment, you could not induce the people of that county to dis­
pense with this great convenience, notwithstanding the fact that 
they are practically paying for it themselves by the increase in the 
postal business in the community where the service is rendered. 
If in the country that increase can obtain because of expeditious 
service, are we, in the face of naught but declamation and abuse 
of individuals, to say that the letter shall lag in the congested 
streets of the city until the rumbling wagon and the mule team 
can force its way through? The statement of the case, it seems to 
me, disposes of it. 
: This amendment may be defeated, Mr. President; this advance 

_in our postal system may be stayed; but it is as sure to triumph as 
the night is sure to follow this bright day. Yea, still further, Mr. 
President, I believe that this pneumatic-tube service, with ordi­
nary development, as other devices have been developed in this 
country, will reach a point in the near future where letters will 
go through the tubes, and packages as well, from New York to 
Boston at the rate of a mile a minute. I can see that possibly, in 
view of that, there may be certain interests engaged in the ex­
press business and transportation of one sort and another that 
would like to retard the growth of this scheme. · 
. In Europe, since the perfection of the system, it seems that even 
where things go more slowly_ than here, the pneumatic-tube sys­
tem has been adopted. The construction is proceeding. The con­
current testimony of every officer of this Gov~rnment, without an 
exception, who has had to do with the pneumatic-tube service, 
from its inception to this hour, shows that the tubular service is 
of immense value in handling the first-class mail, not only in ex­
pediting ordinarily, but at certain seasons of the year in the 
northern country, when through storm and blizzard the high ways 
are blocked and the mails stopped occasionally, not only for one, 
but for two and three days at a time. The tube sends mail along 
through storm, smoke, fire, and trouble of all sorts. It is inter­
fered with neither by riot nor commotion nor by any ordinary or 
extraordinary accident. - • 

Mr. President, since the amendment does .not require the Post­
master-General of the United States to expend one farthing, but 
allows tiim to do so, we may, I think, with reasonable confidence 
assume that that officer, in possession of and having available at 
his use the accumulated experience of his Department, will act in­
telligently, honestly, and soberly in the development of this new 
but not untried invention. 

Mr. LODGE. Mr. President, yesterday and to-day I have lis­
tened with gi·eat pleasure, as I am sure that all other Senators 
have done, to the admirable oratory which has been displayed in 
behalf of the spirit of progress and the march of invention. But 
I have failed to connect it with the subject, for I do not under­
stand from anything I have heard that any one desires to stay 
the march of invention or put bonds upon the spirit of progress. 

We have this pneumatic-tube system in the city of Bost.on. It 
has been extremely useful. It has quickened the transit of the 
mails. We should like to have it extended. We should like a 
further service there. I think the prices charged have been high; 
but they are moderate in the extreme compared to the prices which 
have been charged elsewhere. I want to see the pneumatic-tube 
system extended, not only in my own city, but I am anxious to 
have it extended in other cities. 

But when I listen to the statements which are made here as to 
the prices exacted by these companies, it is not a satisfactory 
answer to me to be told that in Benjamin Franklin's day the mails 
were carried on horseback. We want the best mail service and 
the fastest mail service; but we do not want to pay for the pneu­
matic-tube service ten times what it is worth, or ten times what 
it would cost the Government if the Government built the tubes 
itself. 

I heard the Senator fi:om Montana speak about a 10 per cent 
rental on the cost of these pneumatic tubes. I may be mistaken 
as to the bill. but I find no such limitation 'on this amendment. 

Mr. CARTER. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 
Mr. LODGE. Certainly. . 
Mr. CARTER. I stated that that proposition had been made 

to the Postmaster-General and submitted, I think, to the full com­
mittee for conference. 

Mr. LODGE. Very well; it is not in the law which we are 
asked to make. 

Now, Mr. President, as I was saying, I am desirous to have this 
service extended. I have no question that tt is a benefit merely to 
the cities through which it passes, but t.o the country at large. 
I have no doubt all the citizens of the country are desirous of 
having the delivery and the transit of their mails made as rapid 
as possible. 
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But~ Mr. President, I think we ought to be somewhat cautious 
before we engage in an undertaking of this magnitude after the 
statements which have been made as to the probable cost and after 
the statements which have been made elsewhere as fo some of the 
methods used in promoting the interests of some of these com­
panies and before we give ourflelves up to them, bound hand and 
foot to an enterprise which is going to involve millions of dollars. 

Mr. MASON. Will the ~enator allow me t-0 ask him a question? 
Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 
Mr. MASON. How are we bound hand and foot. Take Bos-

ton-
Mr. LODGE. I will tell you how we are bound hand and foot. 
Mr. MASON. You do not let me state my question. 
Mr. LODGE. You ask me a question and you will permit me 

to answer it, and then I will answer the rest. I will reply to that 
point first. 

A few days ago we voted $545 a ton for armor to put on three 
battle ships. I voted for it. I did it with the utmost reluctance. 
It was because we had been brought to that point where we either 
bad to yield to the company or have no ships. I do not want to 
see the postal service, when we are entering upon this new field, 
brought to a point where the Senate will be confronted with the 
question, "You must either pay tribute in millions to these com­
panies or your service will be arrested." 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President-
Mr. LODGE. That is the answer to the first part of the qu€S­

tion . 
Mr. MASON. Now, I will state the last part of the question. 

There is no comparison between the use of pneumatic tubes and 
armor for_ our battle ships. We have wa·gons now, and we can 
go back to wagons rather than submit to anything the Govern­
ment does not want to do. At the end of one year your contract 
in Boston runs out, and if the corporation there owning these 
tubes can say to the Department, "We demand exorbitant pay," 
it is very easy to hitch up a horse and wagon and go back to the 
old system. It is not like being without ships that the Senator 
speaks about, and it does not prevent the Government from lay­
ing tubes, if it desires to do so, because there is no city in the 
world that has an exclusive monopoly on the laying of tubes in 
the streets except one in this country. 

Mr. LODGE. You can go back now, Mr. President; you can 
reduce the rates now; but when you have the pneumatic-tube 
system established in all the great cities of the country, when you 
have your wagon . system entirely abolishea, as I hope it will be, 
and I have no doubt it will be, then you will be at the mercy of 
the companies. I want to have the Government protected at the 
outset. I do not want to have it go on step by step, step by step, 
until it finds itself involved in a position from whichitcannotre­
treatwithout enormous loss, without perhaps paralyzing the busi· 
ness of the country. I am anxious, very anxious, to have this serv· · 
icecontinued. Ibelieveitoughttobeextendedtoothercities. But 
I can not, Mr. President, much as I desir.e it, vote for this loosely 
worded amendment, committing us to a great scheme of this sort, 
without any restriction whatsoever, without any knowledge on 
the part of Congress as to how the Government can build the 
tubes or what it will cost to build them, going blindly forward 
without any consideratipn as to the ways and means or as to the 
expenses in which this great scheme is bound to involve us. It 
seems to me to be loose and dangerous legislation. 

If I voted solely from my own desire, which is to extend this 
service.in my own city and to aid others in extending it in their 
cities, I should vote for this amendment and say nothing further 
about it. But I can not, .Mr. Presiden~, consent to vote for an 
amendment which I believe is going to commit us to enormous 
expenses without some sort of restriction, without some kind of 
provision to see whether the Governmt::nt can transmit the mails 
itself at better rates than these companies, without something 
that will assure us of protection in the future. 
If I am correctly informed, the mails a.re carried in these tubes 

in Boston at an expense of $12,000 a mile, and in New York tho 
cost is $-37,000 a mile. These tubes are not a very intricate inven­
tion. A pneumatic tube is n_othing new; it is nothing very re­
markable; and here is a difference of $.25,000 a mile in adjoining 
cities; and to a service of which so little is known, of which the 
expenses are so vague, we are asked to be committed by this 
amendment without a single safeguard to the Government of any 
~d . 

I am anxious to vote for a reasonable appropriation for pneu­
matic tubes. I am anxious to vote for some appropriation which 
will enable the Government to proceed intelligently in the exten· 
sion of this system to all cities which ought properly to have it. 
Ilut I can not vote for this amendment as it stands. I hope that 
the friends of the system will find some way to make an amend­
ment which, while it will aid the extemdon of the syst&m, will 
·aJso p1·event _the Treasury from being- drr.wn upon to an extran:.· 
gant and unreasonable extent; · 
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Mr. WELLINGTON. Will the Senator from Massachusetts 
yield to me a moment? 

Mr. LODGE. Certainly. 
Mr. WELLINGTON. I feel to a certain extent just as the Sen­

ator does i.n this matter. Can he suggest an amendment which 
will cover his objection? If so, this would be the time to have it 
presented and adopted. 

.Mr. HOAR. I have drawn an amendment which I should like 
to submit to the Senator and to my colleague at some time. 

Mr. LODGE. I have not ·prepared any amendment, I will say to 
theSenatorfromMaryland, butlaminhopesthatbeforethis debate 
is concluded some -amendment will be prepared and proposed 
which will make a more reasonable appropriation, and which will 
enable us to provide for the Government's progress in this direc­
tion under suitable safeguards. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President-
Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to suggest an amend­

ment to the Senate before he proceeds? I wish to say that it is 
very hastily drawn, and must be regardedrather as a tentative or 
skeleton amendment than anything final, but I wish to have the 
principle of it before the committee that have this matter in 
charge. I will read it: 

For execution of existing contracts for the transportation of mail by pneu­
matic tube-

I suppose no Senator will object to carrying out any contracts 
that are absolutely in force-
and such extension of such service as may be judged expedient by the Post­
master-General, and may, in his judgment. be accomplished, at reasonable 
cost, not ex.ceeding in any case 12,00J per mile, $750,000. 

I send it to the Chair. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachu­

setts offers an amendment to the amendment of the committee. 
Mr. BUTLER. -Let it be read again, please. 
The PRE~IDENT pro tempore. The amendment to the amend­

ment .will be read. 
The SECRETARY. In lieu of the committee amendment, page 

17, lines 10, 11, and 12, insert: 
For execution of existing contracts for the transpo1-tation of mail by pneu­

matic tube, and such extension of such service as may be judged expedient 
by the Postmaster -General and may in his judgment be accomplished at rea­
sonable cost, not exceeding in any case $12,000 per mile, $750,<XX>. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President, i.t has become my duty as 
chairman of the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, in 
accordance with th~ immemorial custom of the Senate, to assume 
in a. certain way, charge of the bill of the committee. It has be­
come also a duty-not a pleasing one, but one which I assume upon 
notice given to the Post-Office Committee at the time the matter 
of pneumatic-tube service was under consideration-to attempt to 
offset the vote of the committee so far as the appropriation for 

· pneum~tic tubes is concerned. 
But having charge of this bill, I do not propose, no matter what 

may be the pr6vocation, to be drawn into any sort of personal con­
troversy over it, and for that reason I shall not think of noticing 
the grossly unjust and unfounded-statements of the Senator from 
Montana [Mr. GARTER], a member of the committee, nor shall I 
for a moment have the slightest feeling as to the suggestions made 
by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. CHANDLER], for I know 
he did not mean them. When he suggested that the railroads or 
any other influences in the world cared a straw about this provision, 
he did not mean it. Neither the railroad nor any other party nor 
any other interest nor any other individual could have any selfish 
reason for opposing the appropriation. 

The railroads have no more interest in .it than they have as to 
what may be the color of the postage stamps. When the Senator 
from New Hampshire suggested that the fact that I and perhaps 
one or two other Senators were opposing the appropriation and 
that that to his mind was evidence that the railroad corporations 
did not favor it, he did not mean to be personally unkjnd. I hope 
it will help him up in New Hampshire. It does not hurt me any­
where. The Senator certainly did not intend to make that sug­
gestion or that charge, for h& knows it is not true. I am not 
afraid to vote with the railroad because it is a railroad. I am not 
afraid to voteagainstit because it is a railroad. I amnotinfavor 
of a man because he ownB a dollar; I am not opposed to a man be­
cause he owns a dollar. Whenever I came to be governed in my 
judgment of public questions by any sort of hue and cry or threat 
that I was seeking to protect or foster some corporate or other in­
terest I would not be fit to stay in public life. 

Now, Mr. President, having disposed of the personal sjde of this 
controversy, I desire t.o say that throughout it all there has been 
but one desire on my part, and I know on the part of those who 
oppose this appropriation, and that is a belief that the public se1·v­
ice will be injured by the passage of this item of the appropria­
tion bill, and that it must end in the depletion of the Treasury of 
the United States without a corresponding return. · 

we are all interested in the statement that has been made in 

favor of the appropriation, which was made carefully and fully 
and intelligently, by the Senator from IDinois [l\Ir. MASON], who 
gave such arguments in favOT of the adoption of the pneumatic­
tube service as seemed to him to be well founded. I appreciate 
and respect what he is trying to do for the great city of Chicago 
and the other cities of the country; but I do say, though with no 
reflection here, that this whole scheme as it has been batched and 
sought to be hat-ched in the last few years was conceived in sin 
and born in iniquity, and the evidence and the hearings we have 
had in the last few years before the Appropriation Committees, 
the House Committee on Post-Offices, and the Senate Committee 
on Post-Offices bear out that statement to the full. 

We have never been able to find out yet what it costs, at how 
much they put in their patents, upon what they base their charge to 
the Government. They organized the e corporations in different 
cities, and it appears that one company owns a portion of the 
stock in each company, and then that same company comes here 
to the Senate and says: " We want $500,000 more, to be spent in 
the discretion of the Postmaster-General;" and when suggestions 
were made that the new matter be eliminated and the 8223,000 
be included to carry on existing contracts, we were met by the 
statement that it should be all or nothing. It is a bluff. They 
say: '' We have got it in four cities. You do not dare to strike it 
out for four cities: you have got to put $500,000 more into it for 
an annual appropriation, or we will go before the country and 
show that yon are stopping the wheels of progress and preventing 
a modern invention from being put into use which facilitates the 
distribution of the mails." 

For one, Mr. President, I am not afraid of that issue. I shall 
be very glad to see these contracts, improvident as they were, un­
equal as they were, unjust as they were, continued; but if it is all 
stricken out we will find new contracts on different terms. 

The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON], in answer to a question, 
said that he unde1·stood we were under a contract. We are un­
der a contract for four years, wlfchexpires June 30, 1901; but the 
First Assistant Postmaster-General of the United States says, in 
his testimony before the committee, that the continuance of that 
contract is dependent upon ~nnual appropriations. 

Now, Mr. President, that is the way th~ contract part of it 
stands. I am perfectly willing, as I know there are many Sen­
ators on this floor, to continue the existing contracts, because we 
have entered into them, and then at the end of them stop. We 
are paying 537,500 a: mile in New York became somebody had 
influence enongh to get it. We are paying but $12,000 a mile in 
Boston1 but the Boston people say it has got to be doubled; and, 
as I said, they want 3,300 feet more, for which they want 45,000 
a year. I say, before we go further, the Government of the 
United States ought to have some knowledge in the breasts of its 
officials as to how payments for pneumatic service shall be based 
if the Government is not to transact the business itself. 

When we have asked the Postmaster-General and his officials 
about it we have never yet been able to ascertain that there ex­
ists in that Department the slightest knowledge on the question 
of pneumatic service. Senators here say we can trust the Post­
Office Department; that yon can trust theirintegi'ity. Butif you 
can trust their judgment, you have got to obliterate the past and 
trust to the future, for what sort of a judgment can it be that 
will pay $37,500 a mile in one city and 812,000 a mile in another, 
and pay an entirely disproportionate figure for the operation of a 
line between the general post-office (New York) and the Grand 
Central station, and another line between the general post-office 
and Brooklyn, and still a different sum in Philadelphia? 

Mr. President, up to this time it has not been shown by anybody 
that the use of the pneumatic tube has facilitated the service ex­
cept in a slight degree. In the great city of New York it has 
facilitated twelve minutes between one railroad station and the 
main post-office. The Senator was mistaken when he said it struck 
.three stations en route between the general post-office and the 
Grand Central station. It does not. It comillences at the Prod­
uce Exchange and goes to the general post-office and then goes 
through to the post-office station near the Grand Central Depot. 
That is the service, and it is twelve minutes faster, and only twelve 
minutes faster, than the ordinary slow wagon delivery. 

When we are confrcfnted with the propo ition that there shall 
be an extra payment of postage-which there ought to be if the 
pneumatic service is to be continued-we are compelled in this 
country to make answer that up to this time the pnenmatic serv­
ice, which costs us $223,0QD a. year, does not facilitate any business 
that would warrant the expectation that we would receive 10 
cents a day extra postage for Cflrrying letters; we do not facilitate 
letters enough. The testimony of the officials of the Brooklyn 
post-office disclosed the fact that the tube does not expedite from 
that office for some trains-for instance, the 9 o'clock ·train-to 
exceed an average of 100 letters; that is, for the difference in the 
closing time for the wagon service and the closing time for the 
tube service through the New York office during that period there 
would not be an average accumulation of 100 letters. 
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We are told it is a great public necessity, recognized by every­

body. Is it? Every board of trade will say, ''Certainly; if yon 
can give this to our city, we want it." Denver is one of the 27 
cities, of course, and there are two Senators from Colorado. They 
would have it in Denver, and everybody in Denver says," Why, 
of course., let us have the pneumatic service; it is a big thing." 
We have not got anyfurtherin it yet than a provident suggestion 
of the distribution of certain stock of the company in and about 
that city. That is as far as it shall get with me until I know 
something more about it. • 

The postmasters, we are told, favor it. The postmaster of the 
city of New York, when the subcommittee of the postal com­
mission waited upon him two years ago, said he thought it was 
of no value, and yet his conversion has come since. We are told 
what it will do in the city of Chicago, and the postmaster of Chi­
cago is cited as advocating its establishment in that· city. I wish 
to call the attention of the Senate to what the postmaster of Chi­
cago said in a letter to the Post-Office Department February 26, 
1898, not after a cursory investigation, but after a careful and ex-• 
haustive examination of the pneumatic-tube service in the cities 
of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. I will read a part of it, 
and I will read it quickly. I will give the whole letter to be pub­
lished: 

When at Washington, almost a year ago, you re:ruested me to make a 
thorough study of the pneumatic-tuba system and to report to you what I 
thought of the system and the possibility of its introduction here. Since th]s 
conversation I hav~ been at New York, Philadelphia, aud Boston, and in each 
place made a careiul examination of the pneumatic-tuba system. 

Here is what he says, the same postmaster who is there now in 
the same city: 

I am free to say that I am not ready to recommend the introduction of the 
pneumatic-tube system at Chicago. While I am quite willing to admit that 
the dispatch of lettel"s through tubes presents some points of improvement, 
yet the pneumatic system is exceedingly weak because of the fact that it is 
efficient in part only and offers no advantages in the general dispatching of 
mail As yet I have seen no comparison which gives in concrete form the 
saving in time effected by the dispatching of letters through pneumatic 
tubes as against the time taken up by the methods now in use. As the pneu­
matic system will undonbtedly prove much more expensive than present 
methods, I think it is essential that the actual gain in ttme should be demon­
strated. The determination of the relative speed of syst.ems should be based 
on the time required to transport mail from the distributing table at the 
general post-office to the railway post-office cars. 

He then compares it with the electric system or the cable system 
which is in use here in Washington, and he says it is infinitely 
better. There are no tubes in operation with a greater diameter 
than 8 inches. The proposal is 10 inches. The postmaster of 
Chicago says that will not do any good. He says we carry 80 tons 
a day from our post-office to the railway station. He says if yon 
should put in. an electric car like that between the Library and 
the Capitol it would be of some good. . 

You have got to send the second-class mail out by the train and 
you have got to gather some of that up late; but in any event you 
have got to save the carriage of the whole of it if you are going 
to make much of a saving. B;e says if you can provide a pneu­
matic tube 4B inches in diameter it will be worth while, but if yon 
can not make it 48 inches thick it is not worth touching and it is 
not worth attempting; and he shows that as here by electric service­
he can send it quicker and cheaper than by the pneumatic service 
in the city of Chicago. He says that there are 250 tons that go 
from train to train. 

l\fr. President, where you are going to use pneumatic tubes 
that facilitate service between trains you can only go as fast as 
your slowest mail, because the mail that goes out by connecting 
train takes the second-class mail matter as well as the first-class 
mail matter. It does not help you any to bunch a few letters 
and send them ahead of the general mail. You have got to take 
the whole mail here; and there are 250 tons a day that are trans-

4ferred at the stations in Ch~cago between the East and the West; 
and the postmaster at Chicago in his letter to the Postmaster-
General here says that there is no pneumatic-tube service yet 
invented that would not break down under that attempt. 

G~'illR.A.L POST-OF.FICE, CHIC.AGO, ILL., 
February f6, 1898. 

SIR: When at Washington, almost a. year ago, you reouested me to make 
a thorough study of the pneumatic-tube system. and to repo1·t to you what I 
thought of the system and the possibility ol'. its introduction here. Since this 
conversation I have been at New York, ~hiladelphi&, a.nd Boston, and in each 
place made a careful examination of the pneumatic-tube system. The con­
ditions in the three citie are not the same, and I kept tlili! point in mind 
because I felt that the differences in conditions would have a direct bearing 
on the system when it ca.me up for consideration in connection with the 
Chicago postal service. 

I am free to Eay that I am not ready t.o recommend the introduction of 
the pneumatic-tube system at Chicago. While I am quite willing to admit 
that the dispatch of letters through tubes presents some points of improve­
ment, yet the pneumatic system is exceedingly weak l>eca.use of the fact that 
it is efficient in part only and offers no advantages in the general dispatch­
ing of mail. As yet I have seen no comparison which gives in concrete form 
the saving in time affected by tht> di<>patching- of letters through pneumatic 
tubes as a.gain.st the time taken up by the methods now in use. As the pneu­
~tic system will undoubtedly prove much more expensive than present 
methods, I think it is essential that the actual gain in time should ba demon­
strated. 

The determination of the relative speed of systems should be based on the 

• 

time required to transport mail from the distributing table. at the general 
post-office to the railway post-office cars. If pneumatic carriers travel from 
the post-office to the Union Depot at 30 miles an hour they are two minutes 
in transit. If it requires ten minutes to load and unload the carriers and to 
pouch the mail the actual speed between thesa points is twelve minutes. If, 
on the other hand, the cable or electric sy.stem could take pouches and sacks, 
and could convey them from the post-office to the postal car at the rate of 12 
miles an hour, including the time for loading and unloading, the actual speed 
would be five minutes, or seven minutes less than lihe time taken by the 
pneumatic system. I offer this illustration mru-ely for the purpose of cover· 
ing a feature of the discussion which is very often overlooked. 

The Chicago office is as desirous as any office in the country of securing 
improvements in its service, but it is conservative enough to desire only 
those improvements which are of lasting character, and which w'Jl prove 
of perm.anent benefit. What we desire most of all is a syst.em which will 
provide a safe, sure, and rapid means of disnatching all of our mail. It is 
felt that it is just as essential to provide a means tor the prompt, regular, 
and safe dispatch of second, third, and fourth class mail as it is to· provide 
similar desiderata in the dispatch of first-class mail · 

During my study of the question of securing better facilities for the trans· 
portation of mail I was confronted by the fact that in addition to the pneu­
matic tube there are two other syst-Oms which, in their general bearing on 
the question, seemed to offer better facilities for the transportation of mail 
There is the underground electric system, by which mail is dispatched in 
cars operated automatically on tracks buried below the surface of the street 
or sidewalk. There is also another underground system ope1·ated by cable 
and employing e&rriers which load and unload automatically. The latter 
sy tem, I understand, is the sysb~m employed in conveying qooks from the 
Library of Congress to the Capitol at Washington. • 

Competent engineers have assured me that both the electric and the cable 
systems are practical and can be operated with success, and possibly at even 
a less cost than the pneumatic-tube system. The advantages of either the 
electric or cable system over pneumatic tubes are apparent at a glance. In 
using the pneumatic tube ths post-office is forced to adapt its methods of 
performing its work to the capacity or a tube. In other words, all mail ha.s 
t-0 be reduced to packages of common dimensions in order that the tubes 
shall be available at all. Should an 8-inch tube be used the mail would have 
to be made up in :parcels 1io fit it, and so in the ca.se of a ti or 10 inch tube. 
The cost of operating pneumatic tubes increa.c;es in geometrical ratio with 
their size, so that it follows that the use of a tube large enough to take a sack 
t8 inches in diameter seems out of thA question. Should, however, it be pos­
sible to use a tube equal in dimensions to the sa.ck mentioned, then I grant 
that the pneumatic tube would be in a. position to compete with other 
systems. . 

Turning to a consideration of the electric or cable system, a different l*'t 
of conditions is noted. The car used on either of the systems is of dimen­
sions sufficiently ample to carry a No.1 jute sack or a No. 2 leather pouch 
stuffed with mail. So far as the transportation of mail is concerned there 
would appear to be as little difficulty in conveying mail by electric or cable 
cars as there is with our present street railway post-offices or messenge1· 
wagons. The advantages of sureness, safety, and speed, of course, ought not 
to ba lost sight of in connection with these systems. By the use of either 
electric or cable cars there would be no necessity for any change in the 
methods of the post-office, because these systems conform to the methods of 
the post-office, and do not, as in the caae of pneumatic tubes, oblige the post­
office to rearrange and remodel its methods. 

In order·fullY to bring out the points in connection with this subject, I 
beg to hand you herewith a map showing the business center of Chicago, on 
which the situation of the general post-office and railway depots is marked. 
Broadly speaking, the business center is bounded on the west by Halsted 
street, on the south by Sixteenth street, on the north by Chica~o avenue, and 
on the east by Lake Michigan. Still further to limit the distnct. the bounds 
might be placed on the east at Lake Michigan, on the north at Kinzie street, 
on the west at Canal street, and on the south at Twelfth st1·eet. Within the 
last district are situated the principal railroad depots, the temporary post­
office, the site of the new post-office, Station U, and Substation 56. 

Any consideration of the usefulness of the pneumatic tubes as compared 
with the usefulness of cable or electric ca.rs (underground,.of course) should 
be taken up in connection with the postal service as it exists within the limits 
of the district defined. "Whatever is decided on for this district will natu­
rally be extended to the outlying stations, becanse what.ever is of benefit to 
the first is of benefit to the second. In New York and Philadelphia. the pneu­
matic tubes, I underst:ind~ are largely used to convey local collections to the 
general post-office. In Chicago the general post-office is the center on which 
the collections converge. The problem, therefore, in Chicagois the dispatch­
ing of mails to and from the general post-office and the railroad stations, and 
from the general poat-oftice to the postal stations. 

I might add, too, that the transfer of through mails from depot to depot 
is a subject which has a direct bearing on any plan aiming to accelerate 
the transportation of mail. About 80 tons of local mail are interchanged 
ev-ery day between six principal railroad depots and the general JX>St-office. 
To transport any large quantity of mail through pneumatic tubes in any 
reasonable time it is necessary that the mail should proceed inaregula1• man­
ner. If, for instance, lO tons of mail were set down in front of the opening of 
a pneumatic tube in onr temporary post-office and there were just half an 
boor te make the connection at the Union Depot, three-quarters of a mile 
away, I venture to say that connection could not be made. 

On the other hand, if these same 10 tons of mail were loaded on wagons at 
the temporary post-office, and the wagons then driven to the Union Depot, 
the C<mnection could be made within the time specified. Such would also oo 
the en.so if electric o:r cable carriers were used. In the use of pneumatic 
tubes bulk would have to be broken at one end and restored at the other, 
and these things would constitute a. bar to the su<XX"ssfnl connection of the 

.mail. In the case of the wagon, the electric, or cable systems bulk would 
not have to be broken., and there would be an orderly progression. To 
transfer 10 tons of mail in a short time, a tube would have to be large enollgh 
to convey a good-sized package. I understand that the largest tube that can 
be used in order to make the pneumatic syst-em commercially profitable is a. 
l().inch tube. 

A tube of such size would be of little value to the Chicago post-office, be­
cause it would be confronted every day with just such situations as I have 
described in my illustration. Between the hours of 6 and 9 p. m. most of our 
mail is received for dispatch. If it were feasible to use a. tube 48 inches in 
diameter, it would bepossibleto send one of om· largest sacks of mail through 
it. Under such circumstances the compressed-air system would be of prac­
tical benent, but under no other. In contrasting the practical character of 
the pneumatic-tube system with the electric or cable system. the former ap­
pears more in the nature of a toy than of a usef_ql piece of mechanism. 

Either the electric or cable system would do for the post-office what is now 
accomplished by messenger wagons and the street R. P . 0. 's. Om messenger 
service, in round :figures, co<rts $74 000 per annum; the street R. P. 0.'s,$11,<XXJ 
per annum, and our wagon collection service, about $50.000 per annu:m. These 
figurns are approximates and do not include the salaries paid to clerks and 
others. The s.treet R. P.O. and messenger service. cost about $85,000 a yea.r, 
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Probably one-fifth of the amount paid on the collection contract is spent in 
the business district. There is, therefore, about $95,000 available as a basis 
for computing the amount to be paid in rental for a system which would con­
vey mail between depots and the general post-office and bring to the general 
post-office the mail taken from boxes by the collectors. 

The electric or cable systems could transfer all classes of mail: they could 
also convey the mails picked up by the collectors. The pneumatic-tube sys­
tem could do neither of these things. Operating stations under an electric or 
cable system would necessarily be eMtablished at thelJrinCipal railroad depots, 
and on these the collection service could be centralized. It is hardly neces­
sary to enlarge on the extraordinary improvements that could be made in 
the service by the operation of either of these systems. The mails would 
move backward and forward with celerity, and the collection service would 
be doubled in efficiency. 

It would not be proper to overlook the question of transferring mails from 
depot to depot in the consideration of this matter. Chicago connects with 
the East and the West, and it is the great heart of the railroad service on tihs 
continent. Here the mails or the East are received at one depot and carried 
to the depot which connects with the West. The mails of the West, in like 
manner, are received and connected with the East. The best obtainable fig­
ures show that 250 tons of mail are transferred each day from depot to depot. 
Wagons now make this transfer, and, of course, the mode of progression ts 
exceedingly slow and not conducive to quick connections. 

A pneumatio-tube service would go to pieces in the presence of this mighty 
mail. An electric or cable service would be equal to such an emergency, and 
the mail could be transferred with as much rapidity and safety as if the 
trains from the East ran directly to the depots in which the trains going 
West are made UJ2. The effect of an improved system of transferring 
through mails upon the business of the country is worth our best thought. 
Anything that will more closely connect the.East with the West and the 
West wHh the East is certain to commend itself to the business interests of 
the country. 

Possibly in the consideration of a change of service before Congress-if it 
sbonld be considered there--the fact that the proposed improvement or 
change in our transportation service is not intended merely for the benefit 
of Chicago, but, in some degree, has for its object the improvement of the 
mail service of the whole country1 would have the result of lifting the ques­
tion to a higher plane of discusSion than if it were merely a suggestion to 
give Chicago a better transportation service than it has at the present time. 

In this report I have not attempted to deal with the details of the question 
so far as it affects Chicago, but I have merely desired t-0 make some general 
suggestions which seem to be opportune. I am of the opinion that there yet 
remains to be evolved a system of local transportation of mail which will be 
as coJuplete in its way as that given to the cities of the country by the Rail­
way Mail Service. The subject as yet is in a tentative stage, and while exper­
iments have been made, no particular path has been selected as the one 
upon which'we should proceed. The pneumatic-tube system has been exper­
imented with. and it bas been found to have advantages. The cable system 
bas been tried in Washington, and it appears to have the capacity to do for 
all mail what the pneumatic tube does for first-class mail. The electric sys­
tem possibly can do the work as well as the cable system, for I see no reason 
to imagine that an electric underground railway can not do what the trolley 
now does on the surface of the earth. -

The question is undoubtedly a large one. and no positive steps should be 
taken without the fullest consideration of all plans and systems, so that when 
a system or plan is adopted there will be no doubt that it is the one best suited 
to the.service. In order to arrive at a proper conclusion a thorough study of 
the various systems should be made. The pneumatic tubes at Philadelphia. 
New York, and Boston and the cable system at Washington should be studfod 
bl men who are expert in postal work, and the advantages or disadvantages 
o the system should be brought out and carefully analyzed. Further than 
this, it might be expedient to cause an examination to be made of the sys­
tems employed in the large cities of Europe for the speedy transportation of 
m~& -

I understand that London, Paris, and Berlin each have some sort of pneu­
matic-tube service, and as the system in those places bas been in operation 
for some time, the practical experience of those who operate it may have led 
them t-0 form conclusions of value to us. In order that this vast field may 
be properly explored and nothing left undone that ought to be done, I 
would recommend the appointment of a ~ostal commission to examine and 
report on the various systems of transportmg localmails in use either here 
or in Europe. The subject is one of such importance that I think it well 
worthy of the most minute, careful, and pamstaking investigation, and I 
believe that the work of such a commission would be of untold value to the 
postal service of the country, and would lead to an era of development un­
dreamed of at this time. 

Very respectfully, CHARLES U. GORDON, 
Postmaster. 

Hon. JAMES A. GARY, 
Postmaster-General, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. President, you would think from hearing the arguments 
here that all the letters and all the mail matter in the country was 
going to be started in a tube and that in two seconds it was going 
to be at its destination. In the first place, but 5 per cent of the 
mail matter in the country is first-class matter, and le::;s than 85 
per cent of any of this 5 per cent of mail matter is carried in these 
pneumatic tubes; it does not reach 10 per cent in any city of the 
amount of mail distributed in that city. That gives you some 
idea of what we are asked to pay $223,000 for. 

We have had a lot of offers here, but until the Chicago sun rose 
on the horizon the Batchelor Company were making a very goott 
fist of it in New York and Philadelphia in the way of extension. 
They made some proposals to the committee of Congress here, and 
they made proposals to the Post-Office Department to connect the 
substation on the west side of New York with st-inch tubes, 
which they agreed to do for $172,500. For the entire pneumatic­
tube service inN ew York we would be paying $158,000 and $172,000, 
or $330,000. 

Then the city of Philadelphia, which may be a little slow, per­
haps, in some things, but which has not been slow in this, came 
and wanted a hearing. They said they wanted an extension right 
away of 18 miles, which'. would cost $125,000 per mile, or $2,250,000 
for the 18 miles. They said they would exact from the Govern­
ment $318,000 a year rental for what would cost them $2,250,000, 
in addition to the sum we are already paying them. 

The Senator from Illinois seems to think that no doubt Chicago 
is going to get this service; but the trntimony before the commit­
tee shows that 80 miles of pneumatic tube would be required in 
Chicago;' and how far would your $500,000 go? There would not 
be any of it left for any other city. 

:Mr. MASON. It was 40 miles. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. I thought it was 80 miles. 
l\Jr. MASON. Not for the tube service. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Well, say 40 mi1es. How far would the 

'$500,000 go in the building of 4.0 miles?. They may make a start 
with a few hundred feet in each city in order to induce further 
appropriations of money; and meanwhile nobody connected with 
the business"'and nobody at the Department, except the owners of 
of the patents and the compani€s that control them, can tell how 
much it costs, how it will work, and what they will rent to the 
Government for. When they assume to make a proposition that 
they would rent for 10 pe1· cent of the cost, they do not state what 
the cost will be, and they do not tell you what price they will put 
on their patents; and we can not find out. 

So here we are, utterly helpless and powerless in the face of 
these monopolies, who say, "Give us $500,000; trust to the Post­
master-General, and you can not get the worst of it." We are 
getting the worst of it, or else somebody in Boston is getting the 
worst of it. If we are not overpaying in New York, we are grossly 
underpaying in Philadelphia and Boston; and in Philadelphia 
they say they are operating at a profit. 

The Second Assistant Pos~m.aster-General has stated to us that 
he does not know what the service costs; that he does not know 
the value of the patents, and when it comes to making contracts 
with the companies he has to pay what the companies are willing 
to charge. 

I say, if there ever was a governmental service in the world, if 
there ever was a service which must be exclusively for the Gov­
e1nment, it is this service, for it conveys the mail between a. 
Government building and a post-office station; it starts on Gov­
ernment property and ends on Government property, and is for 
the exclusive use of carrying letters. If there is anything that 
ought to be conducted by the Government, it is that. 

Mr. HOAR. I believed my amendment, and I certainly sup­
posed the amendment of the committee, to refer to the question 
of transportation of the mail in pneumatic. tubes. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. "Forthetransportation of the mail by pneu­
matic tube, or other similar devices, by purchase or otherwise." 

Mr. MASON. By rent, purchase, or otherwise. 
Mr. HOAR. The phrase is "by purchase or otherwise;" and I 

believe that is intended. · 
.Mr. WOLCOTT. It never has been so exercised; and I will tell 

the Senator from Massachusetts how we can get a pneumatic-tube 
service. You can not lay the pneumatic tube unless you procure 
a franchise from the city in which it is to be laid. 

Mr. HOAR. Why not? 
Mr. WOLCOTT. Because we can not go and condemn the 

streets in a city. The Government would not like to go and ask 
a city to adopt an ordinance for that pnrpose. The Government 
of the United States has never requested the passage of ordi­
nances by municipalities for the purpose of laying pipes. 

My idea of the proper thing to do is that we should suggest to 
a city: "Tender us a municipal franchise to build under, and 
then we will take that franchise and construct tbe lines." Or, if 
the cities are public spirited enough to say, "We want the pneu­
matic-tube service, for it builds up the business of our merchants, 
our commerce, and our trade," then we can say to them, H If you 
will secure- the right of way over which you have jurisdiction 
and then put in the pipes, we will let you operate the system in 
all the cities of so much population at 3 or 4 per cent on the cost." 

Mr. HOAR. In regard towhat the Senator said justnow about 
our not going and asking a city to furnhih us a franchise to build 
pneumatic tubes, the whole postal service contradicts it. If I 
understood the Senator aright, that was his proposition. Every 
post road in the United States established by the Government is 
a post road created and built by State or municipal or county 
authority. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. I do not want to be diverted from the discus­
sion, but I appreciate what the Senator from Massachusetts says. 
Is the Senator of the opinion that the Government of the United 
States should begin and dig up Broadway, in New York, from the 
Battery to Union Square? That is what will have to be done in 
order to lay these pipes. 

Mr. HOAR. That is not my proposition. The Senator's propo­
sition, as I understood it, and to which I addressed my remarks, 
was that we could not accept from the municipalities franchises 
to lay down pneumatic tubes. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. No; I do not take that position. The Sen­
ator entirely misunderstood me, or perhaps in my haste-for I am 
hastening to get through to save the time of the Senate-I may 
not have made my idea clear. 

• • 
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Mr. HOAR. That was what I understood the Senator's propo· 

sition to be-that we could not dig up Broadway. I agree with 
the Senator as to that; but we must have a p1~oceeding in con­
demnation. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. This is not a new question. The Committee 
on Appropriations thre~ years ago, and again two years ago, when 
it put a provision in tlie bill for this purpose, put in a warning 
provision calling attention that no further appropriation should 
be made unless upon the enactment of a law covering the opera­
tion of pneumatic-tube lines. It was put in with that distinct un­
derstanding, and with a realizing sense that the Post-Office Depart­
ment was utterly powerless to deal with this question. 

Any city 1n the country that wants to secure a saving of a few 
minutes in the conduct of its mail servi9e, every organization, 
every citizen, every merchant, and every corporation in that com­
munity will be urging Congress to adopt this service because it 
may be of a little advantage to them. But if we start in now and 
pay $725,000 a year, we shall be simply opening the door to end­
less jobbery and the endless construction of pneumatic-tube serv­
ice that will swamp the Post-Office treasmy to the extent of 
millions and millions of dollars. We lose nothing by going slow. 

The postmaster at Chicago wrote a letter saying that they do 
not need this service. He said yon would not save time by having 
it. Nobody has any trouble in getting his mail at Chicago. 

The Senator from Illinois said it might make a difference of 
twenty-four hours in a letter from Chicago to New York, or two 
weeks to Europe. 

Mr. MASON. I did not say to Europe. I said to South Amer­
ica. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Well, to South American ports a difference 
of two weeks. That simply means that if a man does not write 
his letter in time he will not get it off in the ship which sails be­
fore he mails it. That is all that amounts to. The argument in 
.favor of this is no more than an argument in favor of moving an 
office near to the Forty-second Street station so as to get yom letter 
in the box just before the whistle blows. Of course a man who 
does not take proper precautions to get his letter mailed in time 
is a man who does not attend to his business. You might just as 
well say, "If you do not write your letter and put it in the post­
office by half past 9 o'clock, when a fast steame1· leaves at 10 o'clock, 
it will not go." 

The iclea that we sl!_ould pay $500 ,-000 a year in order tba t from ten 
to twelve minutes may be saved on a small percentage of 5 per 
cent of the total mail of the country, in a very limited area and in 
a few cities of the United States, it seems to me need only to be 
stated in order to be refuted. · 

I desire to say, further, Mr. President, that with me this is 
nothing. I care no more about this amendment than I do about 
anything else that comes before the Senate, except that I believe 
it to be my duty to oppose it to the end, because I believe it 
augurs only ill for the future of our Treasury, and the morale 
and revenue of our Post-Office service. . 

We have year after year been trying to close up a deficit in the 
Post-Office Department, and are gradually accomplishing this. 
We are all looking forward to the day when 1-cent postage may 
come. We are trying to do that, and at the same time increase 

. the salaries of our employees, as we have done in this bill many 
h:nndreds of thousands of dollars. We have made great increases; 
we have increased the salaries of clerks; we have increased the sal­
aries of railway post-office clerks, and we have appropriated addi­
tional amounts, because the increase of the use of the mail justi­
fies us in doing so. You open the door to this specious attempt to 
get at the Treasury, and the day is far off when the difference be­
tween your i·eceipts and expenditures will be as small even as itis 
to-day. · 

:Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, with the permission of the chair­
man of the committee, I desire to offer an amendment to this bill, 
and I will ask the Secretary to take it down. Strike out all after 
the word" each," in line 16, and all of lines 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24, and 25 on page 18, and lines 1, 2, 3, and 4 on page 19, and 
insert in lieu thereof the amendment which I will ask to have 
printed in the RECORD. I shall not ask that it be read now. 

The proposed amendment is as follows: 
Amendment intended to be proposed by Mr. CLAY to the bill (H. R.10301) 

making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for 
tl:e fiscal year ending June 30, 1901. 
Strike out all after the word "each." in line 16, page 18, and after page 19, 

down to and including line 4, and insert the following: 
"That on and after the 1st day of July, 1900, employees of the Post-Office 

Department known as railway postal cli>rks shall be divided into 10 classes, 
and be paid according to the following rates per annum: First class, not ex­
ceeding $800; second class shall receive ~1JOO; third class shall receive $1,000· 
fomth class shall receive Sl,100; fifth class shall receive $1,200; sixth class shall 
receive $1,300; seventh class shall receive $1,400; eighth class shall receive 
$1,500; ninth class shall receive $1,600; tenth class shall receive $1,800." 

The Postmaster-General may, however, at his discretion, temporarily re­
duce the salary of any clerk as a penalty for delinquency or misconduct in 
such sum as he may deem necessary for the maintenance of discipline and 
afficient service; such reductions to be based upon a demerit system, which 
shall be uniform throughout the service. 

That the original appointments to the position of railway postalclerkshall 

be made to class 1 for a probationary period of six months from the date of 
the same, less such time as the appointee may have performed service as a. 
substitute clerk, as provided by thepostallawsandregulations and thec.ivil· 
service laws and regulations; and no permanent appointment Rhall be made 
before the expiration of the probationary period, and then only when the 
appointee shall have shown himself proficient in his duties, fully competent 
to perform the same, and has made a satisfactOry record. 

Promotions shall be based solely upon efficiency, faithfulness, a.nd good 
conduct, and the clerks must serve at least six months in each class before 
being promoted to a higher class: Provided, That on lines upon which full 
railway post-office cars have been authorized by the Postmaster-General a. 
clerk appointed to a crew of five or more shall, after having passed the pro­
bationary ;period, be appointed a clP,rk of class 2, and if he proves him.self 
proficient m his duties and haH made a satisfactory record, be shall, within 
a year after receiving his pe1·manent appointment, be promoted to class 3, 
and shall not be further promoted unless there is a vacancy in a higher class; 
but if he is appointed to a crew of 2, 3, or 4 clerks, and continues to make a 
satisfactory record, then he shall b3 advanced one grade each year until he 
shall have reached the maximum class of the lowest grade in the car to 
which he is assigned, as hereinafter provided for. 

On lines upon which full railway post-office cars have not been anthorized 
by the Postmaster-General, where but one clerk to a car is appointed to per­
form the duties. and who runs an average of 110 miles or more per day, he 
shall be of class 5. · 

If the daily average of miles run is less than 110 and not less than 100, the 
clerk shall be of class 4; if less than 100 and not less than 90, the clerk shall 
be of class 3; if less than 90 and more than 80, the clerk shall be of class 2. If 
the average distance run is 80 miles o~less, the clerk shall be of class 1, and 
the salary shall not be less than ·10 }1er annum for each mile of the daily 
average of miles run: Provided, That the clerks of these classP.s, assigned as 
above, are employed exclusively by the Post-Office Department. 

On lines upon which full railway post-office cars have not been authorized 
by the Postmaster-General, where more than one clerk is assigned to dnty 
in a car, the additional clerks shall be of classes lower than the clerk in 
charge, except where the clerk in charge is of class 1, and in no case shall 
such additional clerks be of a class higher than class 4. Where helpers are 
assigned to duty on such lines they shall not be of a class higher than class 3. 

On lines upon which full railway post-office cars are run by the order of 
the Post-Office Department, and to which two clerks to a crew a.re assigned, 
there shall be one clerk of class 8 and one clerk of class 6 or lower, as herein· 
before provided for. -

On lines upon which full railway post-office cars are run by order of the 
Post-Office Department, and to which three clerks to a crew are assigned. 
there shall be one clerk of class 8, one clerk of class 6, and one clerk of class 5 
or lower, as hereinbefore p_rovided for. 

On lines upon which full railway post-office cars are run by order of the 
Post-Office Deparfment, and to which four clerks to a crew are assigned, 
there shall be one clerk of class 8, one clerk of class 6, one clerk of class 5, and 
one clerk of class 4 or lower, as hereinbefore provided for. 

On lines nnon which full railway post-office cars are run by order of the 
Post-Office Department, and to which five or more clerks to a crew are as­
signed, there shall be one clerk of class 8, one clerk of class 6, one clerk of 
class &, one clerk of class 4, and others of class 3 or lower, as hereinbefore 
provided for. 

On line·s where more than one distributing r..ar is run in a train there shall 
be two additional clerks of class 6 for each additional distributing car. 

The clerk receiving the highest salary in any crew will be designated clerk 
in charge. . . 

Clerks employed on steamboat lines shall be of class l; the salary to be de­
termined by the amount of work to be performed a.nd whether they are 
employed exclusively by the Post-Office Department. 

Clerks employed as porters in railway post-offices shall be of class 1, and 
shall be paid a salary not exceeding $600 per annum. . 

The General Superintendent may, when necessary, detail clerks of such 
classes a.s the character of the work may indicate to duty at important rail­
way junctions; such clerks to be designated as transfer clerks in charge and 
assistant transfer clerks; and it shall be their duty to look after the handling 
and transfer of mails at railroad depots and perform such other work per­
taining to the Railway Mail Service as may be required of them. · ·When more 
than one clerk is needed for such duty at the same depot, the additional clerks 
shall be of classes below class 7, but in no case shall more than one clerk of the 
same class, above class 3, be so detailed at the same depot. 

Such clerks as may be assigned to duty in charge of one or more lines shall 
be of class 9, and be designated as chief clerks . 

There shall be one clerk detailed to duty in the office of each division 
superintendent, who shall be designated assistant division superintendent, 
Railway Mail Service, and who shall a-et as division superintendent in the 
absence of that officer. Such clerk shall be of class 10. -

There may be detailed to duty in the office of the General Superintendent 
and of each division superintendent of Railway Mail Service as many railway 
postal clerks, in the judgment of the General Superintendent, as may be 
necessary to transact the business of those offices properly; but there shall 
be but 1 clerk of class 10 detailed to duty in the office of each division super· 
in ten dent. 

No clerk shall receive less salary after the passage of this act than he was 
receiving prior thereto, and no clerk shall be reduced from a higher to a 
lower grade after his assignment thereto unless such salary or grade is prop· 
erly reduced -bY reason of his inefficiency to perform the duties of such 
higher grade, uniess temporarily reduced as a penalty for delinquency or 
misconduct, as hereinbefore provided forbor unless the status of the line to 
which he is assigned may be so changed y the reduction of mileage, with­
drawal of full railway post-office cars, reduction of force, or otherwise, as to 
bring him within a. different class, as provided in this act, or unless he be 
transferred from one line to another at his own request or in the interest of 
the public service. 

Mr. MASON. Will the Senator please state the substance of the 
amendment? · 

Mr. CLAY. It is for a reclassification of the Railway Mail 
Service. · 

I desire also to a-ccompany that amendment, and to be printed 
in the RECORD, a letter addressed to me by Mr. White, the Gen­
eral Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service, fully explaining 
the amendment, pointing out its advantages, etc., and also an ex­
tract from the report of the Second .J\.ssistant Postmaster-General 
for 1899, relating to the reorganization and reclassification of the 
Railway l\lail Service as provided in the proposed amendment sub· 
mitted by myself. I will not ask that that amendment be taken 
up this evening. ,, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Without objection, the papers 



5702 ·CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE. MAY 18, 

·presented by the Senator from Georgia will be printed in the 
RECORD in connection with the proposed amendment. 

The papers referred to are as follows: 
POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT, 

OFFICE OE G:E~~RAL SUPERINTBNDENT 
RATLWAY MAlL SERVICE, 

Washington, D. 0., May 15, 1900. 
DEAR Srn: Replying to yours of May 10, asking for information in regard 

to a proposed amendment which you intend to ofter to R R. 10301, the same 
being the Post-Office approprfation ~D:l. I have the hono1~ to state as fol~ows: 
First, suggesting that, in lieu of strikil_lg out the who.le ite~ of th~ Rail~y 
Mail 801-vice commencing on page 18, lme 11,. and ending Wlth and mcluding 
line 2 page '20 you instead, commence your amendment after the word 
"each," in line'lt:i, p:i.ge 18, striking 01~.t from the word "each," .in_ line 16, to 
and including the word "each" in line 17, s~e pa~e, ~d strikmg out all 
after the word " each,'' line 18, page 18, to and ":1cludmg ~e 4, page 19. The 
11 assistant division snperintendents are provided form your amendment 
and should therefore be struck out of H. R.10001, while ~he matter i:emaining 
is not provided for in your amendment, but should be given authority of law. 

You state that you have_ been inf~rm~ that~ have time and a.,aain recom­
mended the adoption of this reclassification which you banded me, and tha.t 
vou also understand that the Department for many years has recommended 
iha.t this change be made. · 

In response thereto I beg to sta~e that such is a. fact. ;rn regard to t!J.e De­
partment recommending that this change be made, I mclose herewith ex­
tracts from my report for the year 1895, and also extract from the Second 
Assistant Postma ter·General's (Mr allenberger's) Report for 1899. The 
Postmasters-General and the Second Assistant Postmasters-General have 
since 1890 rec:ommended this reclassification of the Railway Ma~ Service. 

Speaking of your amendment, I would suggest that you strike out, after 
the word "clerks" in line 5, page 6 all of that line after that word and all of 
lines 6, 7, and 8: also, after the word "te~" in line 13, page 6, all.of that line 
after that word and all of lines 14, 15, and 16. This because the expenses of 
the chief clerks and assistant superintendents are provided for in the regular 
bill as reported from the House, which item of expenses we suggest you l~t 
stand. Also, strike out lines 24 and 25, page 6, and lines 1 and 2, page 7; thi& 
also being provided for in H. R. 10301. . . 

I have thought it advisable, in order to facilitate your undel'St.andmg the 
matter to prepare a draft of the bill to take in all th.ese suggestions with 
your ruhendment, and now herewith inclose it to you. 

You further state that you desire to know what will b~ the differ~nce in 
the cost of the service in the event that your amendment is _adopted m com­
parison with the bill as it now exists. In reply thereto, I wish to sta~ tba.t 
your amendment would cost about $1,188,080 more than H. R. 10001 as it now 
standti. ,, . . . t.._ t b'" You further ask what will be the amount 0.1. mcrease m u.e presen 'llJ. 

now pending in the Senate for the Rfillway Mail ~eryic.e over the (approI?ri· 
ation) bill for the preceding year. The appropriation for the year endmg 
June 30, 1900 (the year approaching its dose), w:as1 in~luding a defi<?iency of 
S50 00) Wi <XXl and the contemplated appropnation m H. R. 10001 lS S9,809,-2oo; m~liliig an htcrease_ of S'003,200. This incr~ase is m~de up of t~e followllig 
items in connection with the fourth of which certain facts will be stated 
which, in the opinion of this office, should be given consideration: 

For acting clerks in place o! cle.rks injured on duty---·------ --- ---··- $25,<XX> 
For acting clerks in place ot: clerks to be granted leave~ of absence 

who work six days m the week or more, fifty-two weeks m the year - 00, 000 
Last year the appropriation for this purpose was $31,000. It was 

found that this sum was insufficient to permit the Department to 
grant leaves to all clerks who were entitled to them under the act; 
consequently the Department was comJ)6Iled to make restrictive de-
cisions with the intention of keeping within the appropriation, bnt 
has fo~nd, notwith tanding these, that there will be a deficiency of 
1600 at the end of the present fiscal year. Of course the Department 

will not exceed the appropriation; it will simply decline to grant 
enough leaves to cover the 1,600 referred to. 
For eXpenses of Chief clerks and railway postal clerks traveling on 

business of the Po t-Office Department ..... ----·------------------ 15,<XX> 
For increases of service, promotions dne clerks under existing law, 

and to cover about ~additional appointments, which we were un-
able to make beC'.ause of lack of moneY------------------------- 538,~ 
The different division superintendents sent in their estimates for 

additional force greatly needed, amounting in all to 395 clerks. These 
estimates did not come in until after our deficiency of $50,00> had been 
passed. We could not appoint more than 150clerksforlack o! ~oney, 
and were therefore compelled to meetthe emergencybyreqmrrng our 
clerks to perform a great amount of extra labor. This condition is 
still in &ffect but trv as we may. there is mail being delayed for lack 
of sufficient fm·ce to 'handle it. It therefore remains wit~ us to make 
these 21-5 appointments as soon as next year's appropriation becomes 
available which will be June 1 1900; consequently we can fairly say 
that the inoney to provide for these appointments is not available for 
the le!?itimatemcrease of force during the next fiscal year. The serv­
ice haS been growing very rapidly; the J?l8.ilsincrea.singbeyond all an­
ticipation, increased frequency-of service bas be~n made necessary 
upon many lines in the country, and many promotions have been held 
up for lack of funds to make them. All these thin~ have demon­
strated to the satisfaction of the Post-Office Department. and espe­
cially those who are in charge of the Railway Mail_Se_rvicet-!Iroughout 
the country, the importance of a large appropr1ati_on which wfll be 
available for additions and improvements in the service. It should be 
borne in mind that our appropriatiOJ!S have nevE!r 'J:?een large enough 
to place the service upon sue~ a footing as public mfi~mists demand, 
and we desire before the com mg fall to place every railway post-office 
in the United States in a position to dispose of the mails received by 
~hem so that none may be delayed in transit. nor the clerks in charge 
of th~m be required to endur~ such ha:rdships ~we were c~mpe~ed to 
impose upon them during this last winter and the preceding wmter. 
Amount included in H. R. 10301 which was heretofore paid out of the 

appropriation for tran.spor~tion of mails by railroa~s---·-- ·.· -.--.--- 14.8, (()() 
This item includes $?,200 for mcreased salaries for assistant diVlSlon 
superintendents. -

For inci•eased salaries of railway postal clerks a.s conteml)lated under 
H. R. 10301 ---- - ---- - ---------. ----- ·--·-- ------ ---- ---- ----------. ---· · 186, 600 

Extract from the Report of t11;,e E~cond Assistant_ Postmaster-Gener?J for 
1800 relating to the reorgamzation and reclassification of' the Railway 
Mail Service, as provided for in the proposed amendment .to be o1Iered 
by Senator CLAY. 

Reorganization and reclassification: The bill for the reclassification of the 
clerks of the Railway Mail Service, which has been before Congre for some 
time and is referred to at length in the report of the General Superintend­
ent, should ap~al mor~ strongly than eyer t_o ~e favorable ~ction of Con­
grt"SS at its comrng ess1on. The last reorganWltion occurred m 1881. M:my 
unport.ant changes ha.ve occ~ed in th~ service since that date. 

Present salaries are not equitably adJusted to the nature of the work per­
formed. Higher grades of work call tor additional clas.c;es to secure proper 
supervision. In comparing salaries and compensation.of the clerical force it 
mruit be remembered that salaries of railway postal clerkJ:; include the per 
diem or travel pay. The net compensation, after deducting extraordinary 
experu es of travel, is in many cases inadequate to support their families and 
proqerly educate their children. As a. result, applications to1· transfer to 
clencal positions in the Department and in the local post-office are numerous 
and pre 8ing. · , 

Notwithstanding the increased cost of living in a large city, railway po~tal 
clerk-s are willing to accept transfer at a reduction of from . ·100 to $25(? p~r 
year in salary. Several such transfers have been mado to this office within 
the past year. Clerks in local positions are at home with their families. 
Thev avoid the risks incident to exposed travel; save wear and tear of 
clothes and other incidental expenses. In foreign countries a specific allow­
ance is made to all officials and clerks who travel 

In Great Britain railway postal clerks are taken chiefly from the Lvndon 
office, and when under such detail receh-e from 30 to 80 per cent increase in 
salary. In France a. specific allowance for travel expen es range from SHU to 
f')()() a year, which amounts to from 15 to 4D per.cent increase in their regular 
salaries. In Germany a graduated allowi;mce lS ma~e, ba.sed on the n~mber 
of miles traveled, number of hours at lie-over pomts, etc. Indeed, m the 
case of all other government officials and clerks in this country the necessary 
traveling ex~enses are provided for by an allowance of from$2to$!per day. 

If' the present salaries of our clerks seem higher than tho e pre>ailing m 
foreign countries, it must be r~membered that the amount of work _per­
formed by one clerk in our service equals the work of two and sometimes 
of nearly three clerks in European countries. For instance, the number of 
railway post-office cars reported in France is 4.68 and the number of clerks 
performmg service in them 2,852, an average of over 6 clerks per car. As 
compared with this, in our country we have 7,662 railway postal cl01·ks 
performing the service in 3,506 ca.rs and apartments, an average of 2.18 clerks 

peh~ {!rea.t advertising interests of t~is country and their pu blis~g hou_ses 
may well be required to pay appro::mnately the cost of handling the un · 
mense volume of mail thrown _upon postal ~lerks in rE'centyea.rs .. In tl;iat 
event the salaries of clerks m1gl1t be read.Justed, a proper reclassification 
sec,'Ul'ed, and the deficit disapl>!'ar within the same fiscal year. A surpl~, 
indeed, would remain to justify needed improvements and betterments m 
postal administration. 

Extract from the report of the General .SuJ?Orintendent of. R~way Mail 
Service for 1898, relating to the reorgamzat10n and reclassification of the 
clerical force of the Railway Mail Service. 
The views of this office with respect to the reorganization and reclassifica 

tion of the Railway Mail Service have been made known in lts annual reports 
for 1800, 1891, 1892, ·1893, 1894:, and 1895, which in each instance were approved 
by the Postmaster-General. 

The subject has bee,n given more or·less consideration by both Houses of 
Congress, and a bill embodying the view of the Department has passed the 
Senate several times and has also boon approved and reported upon favor­
ably by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads of the House, but 
thus far it has not been acted upon by the House as a whole. 

In the annual report of this office for the fiscal year ending Jl11le 30, 1895, 
appears a bill to reclassify and pre cribe the salarie of railway postal clerks. 
The bill was approved by the Postmaster-Geaeral, and after being some­
what changed was introduced in the House by Mr. Linton, of Michigan, as 
R: R. No. 1, and referred to the Committee ou the Post-Office and Post­
Rvads of the Rouse December 2. 1895, and ordered printed. Before the com­
mittee reported. it submitt.ed the amendments to the Postmaster·Genel'1!-l, 
who a.s I remember iti. replied that, while the Department believed the bill 
submitted by it proviaed for a. just and equitable reclassification, no objec­
tion would be raised if Congress in its wisdom deemed it advisable to amend 
the bill as per their suggestions to him. Howeve1·, after further cor!'e­
spondence on the subject, a bill was prepared by Senator B_u&Row , of Mi~­
igan and introduced m the Senate on April 6, 18.93, where it wa.s read twice 
and i'0ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads or the Senate. 

In supp01·t of the reorganization and recla.."Sifica.tion of this service many 
reasons have been advanced in previous reports. Some contemplated di­
rectly the betterment of the condition of those employed in it, such as the 
equitable adjustment of salaries in accordance with the character of the 
work performed, the hazardous nature of their occupation, as exhibited in 
the casualty table on a preceding page c:.f this report, and the_ statements 
ma.de by some insurance companies that the occupation is considered espe­
cially hazardous and is classed among the risks not assumed, and the extra 
expense incurred in keeping themselves clothed re pectably and in board 
and lodging while absent from their homes on their regular tours of duty. 

It is a well-kno~ fact to those wh~ are in ~he least f~r with the du­
ties of railway postal clerks that their clothing becomes soiled, worn, and 
threadbare much sooner than that worn by those engaged in other pursuits 
where pen;onal appearance indicates to some extent the characteristics of the 
employer and employed, and it is evident that their living expenses are 
greater than those whose homes and places of business are in clo e P!Ox::iJI?.­
ity, because the living expenses of the clerk's f?omily are as large durmg his 
absence as when at home. And when absent bis own expenses nearly equal 
those of his family. 

These items should be given weight in determining ~e salary he should 
receive. as should the fact that the demands ma.de upon his P.hysical, mental. 
and nervous systems shorten the earning period of his life, and it is not 
reasonable to base the salary to be paid an employee upon his.actual living 
expenses incident to emergencies .liable to arise in every family, or to pm·­
cbase the necessities of life atter he has become, through accident or othe.r­
wise unable to earn anything. An intelliirent, faithfal and competent rrul­
way postal clerk ought to be paid sufficient to enable him to save enough to 
purchase a modest home, to educate reasonably well his children, and to pro­
vide himself and wife with the comforts of life in their old age. 

The amount necessary to be appropriated und01· your amendment would The extent of the _duties performed by the clerks beat presentshoa.s COIJ?patrhie_d 
with what was reqmred of them formerly can not better wn m s 

be $10V~ry~espectfully, JAMES E. WHITE, l report than by ma.King the following guotation from the annual report of 
General Superintendent. this office for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1895, with such changes as to 

Hon. A. S. CLAY, bring the comparison up to date: 
United States Sen.ate, Washington, D. 0. "The last reorganization too~ effect May l, 1881. During that year the 
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mails were carried on 91,569 miles of railroad; the annual miles of railroad 
and steamboat service aggregated 103,52L,2..>9; clerks at work in railwaypost­
offi.ces traveled in crews 70,68!,211 miles, and distributed 2,853,WO "Pieces of 
ordinary matter." 

In 1800 mails were carried on 172.794 miles of railroad; the annual miles of 
railroad and steamboat service a)!gr~ated 195,7M.2'i9; clerks at work in rail­
way po t-offices traveled in crews 110,800,361 m1les and distributed 11,931,-
4.49,2!0 pieces of ordinary mail matter. 

The increase of work bad made n ecessary a corresponding increase in the 
hours of duty. The time the trains to which they a.re assigned are in transit 
between the initial and terminal points of their runs in no case represents 
the number of hours t hey are on duty, for on important tines they commence 
their labors five or nine hours before the trains arc due to depart, and on 
those of less importance from one to six hours. 

In the earlier day of the senice this was unnecessary because the distri­
bution could "M accomplished in most cases while the trains were in transit, 
and, as it was less extensive and complicated, such constant study and aupli­
cation as ara now ab_o1ute1y necessary was not then essential: and yet there 
was a t ime when clerks of classes 4 and 5 were paid more liberally than at 
present . 

The fact that as the service has inereased in extent and importance it has 
been necessary from time to time t o revise, develop, systematize, and add to 
the methods of conducting it, and that this has largely increased and compli­
cated the work and responsibility of those charged with its management, 
should not be lost sight <if in considering any scheme of reorganization and 
reclassiftca tion. 

The bill referred to makes provision for increased supervision in the crea­
. tion of classes 9and10, which are to embrace only those employees who par­
ticipate in the responsibility for the character of the service, see to the en­
forcement of discipline, discover, investigate, and as far as possible correct 

. irregularities in the conduct of the clerks and in the distribution, dispatch, 
and transportation of the mails. It also recognizes, by the creation ot three 
other classes, 6, 7 and 8, and by changing the classification of clerks on cer­
tain lines, the justice of regulating the sa.lariesof employees according to the 
charader of the service they render, the hazard inseparable from their occu­
pation, and the expense they incur in the discharge of thl:'.ir duty. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. President, the genial chairman of the Com­
.mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads seems to take-nmbrage at 
some words that he believes I uttered, but which he did not and 
can not specify as casting any reflection upon that committee. 
The only reference made by ma while addressing myself to this 
amendment, in repiy to the Senator from Colorado, referred to 

. the fact that the Committee on Post.-Offices and Post-Roads of the 
Senate have recommended this appropriation. 

That statement was a mere statement of fact; and if it ruffled 
and disconcerted or in any way injured the usually amiable tem­
per of the eminent Senator from Colorado, he must quarrel with 
the facts and not with the person who announces them. I regret 
tbat he did not undertake to specify the particular language 
wherein reflection upon the- committe~ was made by implication 
or by direct phrase. I am sure, when undert.ak:ing to specify, he 
would have found the language to which he referred wanting in 
the RECORD and would have been compelled to wind up with an 
apology for making. a ba.<:ieless charge of the kind he made. 

I attribute this not to any disposition upon the part of the Sen­
ator from Colorado to be unjust. I think he was wanting in a 
cause, and the committee apparently thought so, because they re­
ported against it. That they had a perfect right to do, and they 
have a right to suffer with perfect equanimity and to receive in 
charitable style the innuendoes an-d abuse heaped upon this com­
mittee in this Chamber by their honorable chairman. I acquit 
him of any intention to say an un.kind word of his committee or 
any member of it. I think in the heat of debate, for want of 
something better to say, he felt inclined to blame the committee 
for having reported favorably upon the amendment. Beyond 
that., the whole matter is gronndless and unworthy of further 
comment. 

Mr. MABON. l\fr, President, they say that Shakespe~re never 
repeats, but the Senator from Colorado is not Shakespeare by a 

-good deal. If I should reply to his speech this afternoon, I should 
have to repeat the reply I made to his first speech and the speech 
that he made some years ago. He has it stereotyped and has run 
it off on this oxasion. 

The letter which h€ quotes from Mr. Gordon, the postmaster, was 
written when he was first appointed, or shortly after he had taken 
his place as postmaster. I talked with him fully about it, and he 
then knew as much about postal affairs as the distinguished Sec­
retar.Y of the Navy who is mentioned in history, who discovered 
after his appointment that a ship was hollow. {Laughter.] 

The Senator from Iowa does not hesitate to vote to pay the rail­
roads the price fixed by the Postmaster-General, because he says 
we can trust him; yet when it eomes to the proposition to extend 
the pneumatic-tube service, which offers to caiTy the mail three 
times as fast and at half the price that we pay the railroads for 
carrying the mail, the distinguished Senator from Iowa sits down, 
with crocodile tears gliste.ning on his cheeks, and tells how much 
he wants to do for Chicago. The only man in Chicago who ap­
proves of his course here is the man who gets $100,000 a year for 
drawing the mail wagons around the streets. 

Now, to be fair about it, I will suggest ~n amendment that 
ought to please everyone, even those who suspect that the Treas­
ury is to be looted, with the Postmaster-General on guard. It is 
substantially the amendment offered by the Senator from Massa­
chusetts [Mr. HOAR]. I do not kn-0w whether it satisfies any­
body or not, but it answers the proposition that in the city of 

Chicago we are going to try to rob the Treasury, I propose this 
proviso: 

Provided, however, That in any contract the Postmaster-General may make 
for, the extension of the pneumatic-tube system, the rental for said service 
shall in no case exceed 10 per cent of the actual cost of construction and 
maintenance, plus the actual cost of operation. 

I offer that as an amendment. If we vote on it, and it can be 
adopted without any further objection or discussion, I shall be 
glad to have it done to-night; otherwise I think it would be well 
to have the amendment printed and voted on to-morrow, say at 
1 o'clock. I should like to have the Secretary read it. I drew it 
hurrie:ily. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending question is an 
amendment -0ffered by the Senator from l\la sachusetts rMr. 
HOAR]; and if the Senator's amendment is an amendment to that, 
it would not be in order now. The amendment can be printed. 

Mr. MASON. It will be in order at some time. 
Mr. HOAR. My amendment is a substitute for the committee 

amendment. The Senator adds a proviso which merely perfects 
it, before my amendment comes in order, as I understand. I may 
be mistaken • 

Mr. MASON. It amends the committee amendment. I can, 
however, redraft the whole committee amendment and offer it as 
a substitute. My idea is this: Gentlemen are here saying that 
these companies want extravagant prices. I do not want them to 
get extravagant prices; and if they do not furnish the service at 
that rate, then we will have to go without the service. It pro­
vides a. just appropriation, and it limits the Postmaster-General 
to pay only 10 per cent of the actual cost. 

Now, we have alrea-dy in this very bill a proposition to pay the 
people who supply the canceling machines used in the post-offices 
of the country. We have been paying as high as 90 per cent for 
the use of the canceling machines, and the Government undoubt­
edly made money in doing that, because those machines cancel 
more stamps than the 90 per cent we pay for them. In othe1· 
words, it was a saving to the Government, for the service they 
rendered paid the whole value of the machine every year. 

The proposition I make is not 15 per cent, which we fix as the 
price to be paid for the canceling machines, bnt that the Post­
master-General shall make no contract or pay for any rental 
exceeding 10 per cent of the actual cost of construction and main­
ten::mce, and let the Government operate it themselves or pay the 
actual cost of operation. 

We want the pneumatic tube. I believe we can get it in this 
way. If the company are not satisfied to accept these terms, we 
will go without it in Chicago. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The Chair would like the 
attention of the Senator from Massachusetts for one moment. 
Did the Senator-move to strike out and insert? 

Mr. HOAR. I moved mv amendment as a substitute. 
The PRESIDENT })ro teinpore. Then the amendment of the 

Senator from Illinois [Mr. MASON] will be in 01·der at the present 
time. To perfect the portion which the Senator from Massachu­
setts proposes to strike out is not an amendment in the second 
degree. 

Mr. MASON. Of course theTe can be no objection to that 
amendment. It Jimits the price to 10 per cent of the actual cost. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois of­
fers an amendment, which will be stated. 

The SECREl' ARY. 0 n page 17, line 12, after the word " dollars," 
it is proposed to insert: 

Provided, lwweve», That in any contract the Postmaster-General may make 
for th;e extension of the pneumatic-tube system, the rental for said service 
shall m no case exceed 10 per cent of the actual cost of construction and main­
tenance, plus the actual cost of operation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is the Senate ready for the 
question on this amendment? 

Mr. WOLCOTT. No, Mr. President; I think that amendment 
will need some discussion. Does the amendment -propose to pay 
10 per cent of the cost of the line, plu~ the cost of operation? 

Mr. MASON. Yes. 
Mr. HOAR. Let the amendment be read again. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendment will be again 

stated. 
The Secretary again read the amendment. 
1'1r. MASON. Let the word "annual" be in-serted before the 

word "rental;" so as to read "annual rental." 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Illinois mod­

ifies the amendment by inserting the word" annual" before the 
word "rental." 
~·TILLMAN. I believe our 3 per cent bonds are at a pre­

mium. 
Mr. WOLCOTT. The 2 percents. 
Mr. TILLMAN. The 2 percents are at a premium? It does 

look like it is v:ery absurd t? ask this Government to agree to pay 
annually 10 per cent on an mvestment which is as necessary, if it 
is neces2ary at all, as the post-office building. If the Senator from 
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Colorado does not want to say anything further, I think we had 
better lay the amendment on the table. 

Mr. WELLINGTON. I should like to call the attention of the 
Senator from South Carolina to one fact. He will observe that 
the United States bonds do not depreciate by wear and tear. They 
are the same in value when they mature as when they are issued. 
I do not tbirik he will say that a plant of this kind is as valuable 
at the expiration of forty years as when put in. 

Mr. TILLMAN. If the Senator from Maryland thinks this a 
valuable method of transmitting the mail, and will provide in this 
bill, by an amendment, for an experiment of Government con­
struction and operation, so that we can test it by our own officers 
as to what it costs to build and maintain the system, I will vote 
for such a proposition; bu~ I am not in favor of leasing from any 
corporation anything of this sort, which must be permanent if it 
is any good at all. 

If he wants the pneumatic service at Baltimore and other 
large cities, and the Post-Office Department will give him author­
ity to construct a pneumatic-tube service in one city, and Con­
gress appropriates a reasonable sum of money once for all to see 
what it costs and what it is worth, I can then see some sense in it; 
but this is another proposition to fasten upon this Government a 
set of leeches to suck perpetually and for all future time a given 
amount of taxes out of it. I am opposed to the whole scheme. 

Mr. WOLCOTT. Mr. President, it is evident that we can not 
finiE1h the discussion of this amendment to-night. Of course it 
is discouraging, because there are certain notices given for to­
morrow at 2 o'clock or soon thereafter. I should like to give 
notice that to-morrow, at the conclusion of the morning business, 
I will ask the Senate to take up the bill, and if it is not finished 
to-morrow it will have to go over until Monday. 

JAMES U. CHILDS. 

Mr. GALLINGER. I ask unanimous consent for the present 
consideration of the bill (S. 4688) granting an increase of pension 
to Jam es U. Childs. . 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Pensions with amendments, in line 6, 
beforethe word "Company," to strike out "of;" and in line 8, be­
fore the word" dollars," to strike out" seventy-two" and insert 
"fifty;" so as to make the bill read: 

Be i t enacted, etc., That the Secretary of the Interior be, a.nd he is hereby, 
authorized and directed to place on the pension roll, subject to the provi· 
sions a.nd limitations of the pension laws, the name of James U. Childs, late 
second lieutenant Company H, Sixteenth ~~giment Maine Volunteer In­
fantry, and pay him a pension at the rate of 55U per month in lieu of that he 
is now receiving. -

The amendments were agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
DISTRIBUTION OF SUPREME COURT REPORTS. 

Mr. HOAR. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid­
eration of the bill (S. 2489) to provide for the further distribution 
of the reports of the Supreme Court. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
• Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to inquire of the Senator from Massa­
chusetts if the bill makes any provision for United States courts 
in the Territories? 

Mr. HOAR. It does. . 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 

to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
WARRIOR RIVER BRIDGE, ALABAMA. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask consent to call up the bill (S. 4494) to 
authorize the Mobile and West Alabama Railroad Company to 
construct and maintain a bridge across the Warl'ior River between 
the counties of Walker and Jefferson, in section 35, township 17, 
range 7 west, Alabama. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committe.e of the 
Whole. proceeded to consider the bill, which had been reported 
from the Committee on Commerce with amendments. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 5, page 2, after the 
word "route," to insert: 

Upon which, also, no higher charge shall be made for the transportation 
over the same of the mail , t he troops, and munitions of war of the United 
States than the raw per mile paid for transportation over railroads or public 
highways leading to the said bridge. 

So as to read: 
Provided, That any bridge constructed under this act and according to its 

limitat ions shaH be a lawful structure and shall be known and recognized as 
a post r oute, and the same is hereby declared to be a post route, upon which, 
also, no higher charge shall be made fo1· the t r ansportation over the same of 
the mail, the troops, and munitions of war of the United States than the 
rats per mile 1Jaid for transportation over railroads or public highways lead­
ing to the said bridge, and the United States shall have the right of way for 
a postal telegraph across said bridge. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was, in section 2, page 3, line 13, after the 

word' ' construction," to insert" or after completion; "so as to read: 
And until the said plan and location of the bridge are approved by the Sec­

retary of War no work upon the bridge shall be commenced; a.nd should any 
change be made in the plan of said bridge during the progress of construc­
tion, or after completion, such change shall be subject to the approval of tba 
Secretary of War .. 

The amendment was agreed to. • 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend­

ments were concurred in. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 

the third time, and passed. 
PRESERVATION OF GAME BffiDS, 

Mr. KEAN and Mr. COCK.RELL addressed the Chair. 
Mr. KEAN. I desire unanimous consent to call up a bill. 
Mr. COCKRELL. I give notice that as soon as the bill which 

the Senator from New Jersey intends to call up is pac;sed-if I do 
not object to it-I shall move an adjournment. . 

Mr. KEAN. I know the Senator from Missouri will not object 
to the bill I shall call up. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I say if I do not object to it, I shall move 
that we adjourn as soon as it is passed. 

Mr. KEAN. I ask unanimous consent for the present consid· 
eration of the bill (H. R. 6634) to enlarge the powers of the De­
partment of Agriculture, prohibit the transportation by inter­
state commerce of game killed in violation of local laws, and for 
other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered 
to a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LODGE. I move that the Senate adjourn, 
The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 50 minutes 

p. m.) the Senate adjourned until to-morrow, Satw·day, :May 19, 
1900, at 12 o'clock meridian, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, May 18, 1900. 

The House met at 12 o'clock m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
HENRY N. COUDEN, D. D. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and ap­
proved. 

JAPANESE IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. SHATTUC. Mr. Speaker, I desire to call up a privileged 
report from the Committee on Immigration andNaturalization. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Whereas it has been re.J??rted in the public press that a larize number of 

Japanese have landed within the past few months at Pacific ports of ·the 
United States and at ports of British Columbia with the intention of entering 
the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, directed 
to transmit to the House of Representatives any information which may be 
in the possession of the Commissioner-General of lmmig'l'ation rega.rdi.ng the 
number of Japanese immigrants who have entered the United States in each 
year of the five years last past; the number who have entered during each 
month of the;1>resentyear; the nnmberof such immigrants who have become 
American citizens or who have declared their intention of becoming such; 
the character of employment secured and followed generally b7 such immi­
grants; the rate of wages paid such immigrants as compared WJth the wages 
paid American citizens for the same class of service. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on agreeing to the report. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. How does this resolution become pl'ivi­

leged? 
The SPEAKER. This is a resolution of inquiry whiclt is re­

ported back, and which it is proposed shall be laid on the table, be­
cause a similar one passed the House a few days ago. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. What is the motion now? 
The SPEAKER. That the resolution lie on the table. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. A similar resolution has already passea? 
The SPEAKER. A similar resolution has already been aqopted 

on motion of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. I should like to know whether 

the other resolution is as full as this, which I believe asks for in· 
formation in regard to wages, etc. 

Mr. SHATTUC. Perhaps it is not altogether as full. This res­
olution asks how many J·apanese have become citizens of tbe 
United States, when in fact none can become citizens under our 
law. 

Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. The gentleman thinks that the 
purpose will be accomplished by the resolution already adopted? 

Mr. SHATTUC. I think so. 
Mr. HITT. The,resolution already adopted by the House called 

for all the information that the Department had on t he subject; 
and a report in resl)onse to that resolution has come in. 

Mr. ROBINSON of Indiana. There bas been a very large im­
migration of Japanese recently; many thou ands have come in; 
and I think we ought to have very full information. 
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